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Is nate word for Moody: - 


Christian Edueation course 





This course provides 
excellent training 

for church lay workers 
as well as those planning 
to go into full-time 
Christian service. 

Those who complete the course 
will be able to lead others 
in the church or 

on the mission field 

into a fruitful teaching 
ministry. 


Write today for catalog and picture book. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room ET 226. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 











_\ vacation Bible school in local churches. 


subjects are practical 

You learn how to teach and how to train others 
to teach... how to organize and manage Sunday 
schools, vacation Bible schools, weekday 
church schools, and youth work. This course 
includes special studies in the Christian education 
of children and young people, and in admini- 
strative work. You also may study story telling 
for all ages, psychology, chalk illustration, 
recreational leadership, handwork, the 

Christian worker’s library and curriculum 
making. And all this is built on a solid 
foundation of Bible knowledge. 


emphasis is on “doing” 
For instance, in the curriculum-making class, 
you prepare a course of study for a church school; 
and in manual arts you make a model tabernacle, 
flannelgraph backgrounds, and learn camp-crafts. 
In addition, you have opportunity to teach 





assignments provide experience 

Practical Christian work assignments provide 
experience in every kind of children’s and young 
people’s work, including Sunday schools, 
weekday church schools, child evangelism 
classes, and boys’ and girls’ clubs. 
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100.000 IRAQI JEWS FLY TO ISRAEL 


The largest mass migration of Jews in the 
history of the new State of Israel was the recent 
transfer by plane of 100,000 Jews from Iraq to 
Israel. Since the Arab-Jewish war, hatred of 
the Jews has been increasing in Mohammedan 
lands. In Iraq, Jews were imprisoned and some 
killed. The Jews were terrorized. 

At last the government of Iraq consented to 
let the Jews return to Israel, if they would give 
up their Iraqi citizenship, and surrender their 
property. Of the 130,000 


the schools of Israel. Many of the villages 
there are asking for Hebrew Bibles — contain- 
ing the Old and New Testaments —for the 
boys and girls and young people in their schools. 
There is a scarcity of Old Testaments, so they 
are willing and glad to use the entire Bible. 

We are eager to purchase and send to Israel 
at least 5,000 Hebrew Bibles, containing the 
Old and New Testaments, just as quickly as . 
possible! We can order an edition of 5,000 
well- printed, strongly 





Jews in Iraq, 100,000 sign- 
ed the agreement and were 
flown to Israel in planes 
provided by the Israeli 
government. The - 100,000 
Jews returned to their an- 
cient homeland practically 
penniless, but glad to be. 
“home” again. 

These Jews from Iraq 
read and speak Arabic. 
Pray that we may be able 
to publish Arabic Testa- 
ments for them, and that 
many of them may be born 
again through the Life- 
giving Word of God.., 

- An amazing thing is tak- 
ing place today in the land 
of Israel. They are study- 
ing the Old Testament in 





Some of the 100,000 Jews flown from 
Iraq to Israel. 


bound Hebrew Bibles in 
England for about $2.00 
per copy. We are eager to 
raise $10,000.00 in order to 
secure this edition. Will 
you help us? Could there 
be a greater opportunity to 
get the young people in 
Israel to read the Word of 
God? Let us act quickly to 
meet this need. 


Sunday Schools and 
churches, as well as indi- 
viduals, can have a blessed 
share in this work of giving 
God’s Word to win souls. 
God’s promise to Abraham 
long ago, “I will bless them 
that bless thee,” is still true 
today. As we-bless the Jews, 
the Lord will bless us! 





The Million Testaments Campaigns is providing tens of thousands of Testaments in various 
languages for the Jews returning to Israel, and for Jews in other lands; and hundreds of thou- 
sands of New Testaments for Gentiles in Greece and Italy and other countries in Europe. And 
material relief is still needed for destitute Jews and Gentiles in the land of Israel and Europe. 





A BEAUTIFUL GIFT 


For a limited time we are sending to each 
donor to our work a free copy of a beautiful 
36-page Bible booklet containing a Bible verse 
for each day of next year; and inspiring mes- 
sages on the Bible by Billy Graham and Merv 
Rosell. The cover of the booklet is in four 
colors and shows an Israel missionary and her 
child amid the wild flowers of springtime, and 
a glimpse of the lovely Lake of Galilee. 
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- — -— -— CUT OUT AND SEND THIS COUPON- — — 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS ET 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed find $..........-.-- to help in giving God’s Word 
to the Jews in Israel and other lands, and to Gentiles 
in Europe; and $............- for relief of needy Jews and 
Gentiles in Israel-and Europe. 


Please send me, as promised, a free copy of the 36- 
page Bible Success Band booklet for 1952. 


NAME 
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The Prayer Tower of the “Miracle Dollar Campus” 


Campus consists of 110 acres on which are four main buildings and seven 
others housing fully equipped classrooms, dormitories, chapel, library, 
science laboratory, business offices. 


e e 
gotulling Days — October 25, 1950 to January 22, 1951 


... when God wrought the Miracle of the bid of ONE DOLLAR 
MORE THAN OUR COMPETITOR: Order of the Brothers of 
the Sacred Heart of New England, $331,000; Providence Bible 
Institute, $331,001. 


. when God, in the 90 day limit, sent in the down payment of 
$181,001 thru His people from many states and some foreign 
lands, thus securing the title. The balance, $150,000, became a 
mortgage. 


Audie WThilling , Lisys 
October 25, 1951 to January 22, 1952 


THESE 90 DAYS will be just as thrilling if the Lord’s people 
unite again as they so nobly did a year ago — and present their 
gifts by which the shadow of the interest-bearing bank mortgage 
will be lifted, God willing, in these 90 days. 


If all who can do so, will duplicate their gifts of a year ago! Or, 
if that is impossible, give what you can. Many new friends will 
want to send in their first “Miracle Dollars.” 


$105,000 IN CASH WILL LIFT THIS MORTGAGE! 
Hanging over the property is another shadow — current 
rumors that this Campus will yet fall into the hands of 
others. Through your prayers and gifts let us make 
absolutely certain that the MIRACLE DOLLAR CAMPUS 
shall be “WHOLLY THE LORD’S.” 
Write for literature: “The Story of the Miracle Dollar” and 

an attractive Memorial Brochure 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 State Street Providence 8, R. L. 














Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of 
wg mailing at the Post Office at Clifton 





GOD'S LIGHT Gane 
Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

You remember the article you put in 
the magazine regarding God’s Lighthouse 
Mission (in lower New York City). I am 
instructed by the Board to thank you 
cfficially and notify you of one of the 
many results of this article— adding a 
special thanks from Bill and Florence 
Lathrop, who, with their three children, 
live on the premises and take charge of 
this ministry. 

As a result of your article Mr. - - - - 
started sending in gifts, accompanied by 
very nice letters. He has been following 
the situation at the Mission, particularly 
concerning the $16,000 mortgage, noting 
that the amount had been reduced to less 
than $1,000. He wrote a very lovely letter 
stating that if he were informed of the 
balance, he would pay it off. His check 
amounted to over $600.00 and this coming 
Saturday evening the little board plans a 
sort of mortgage burning ceremony to- 
gether with the thirteenth anniversary. 

You may be interested in knowing also 
that a Wall Street man, partner in a 
banking house, passed by the Mission, 
became interested in it and is just having 
a fifteen-foot electric cross installed on 
the corner of the building. He is coming 
to our mortgage burning. 

Faithfully yours, 
Joun K. Firca. 





Yes, your pupils can see how 
Biblical incidents happened — 
when you use colorful SUEDE- 
GRAPHS on your ' 
And, because they see, they 
will remember! That's why 
Bible stories mean so 

much more when you 

tell chem with 
SUEDE-GRAPHS. 
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For complete information, 
mail the coupon today for 
your free copy of the book- 
let “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS.” 
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When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the 
same regular, generous returns that you received during your 
lifetime. Dividends from securities. and other investments 
fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain the 
same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or 
other economic conditions. For 44 years the Institute has paid 
all returns in full and on time. Annuities are not subject to legal 
controversies — another guarantee that payments will be made 
in full — and without the delay so often experienced in the 
administration of estates. 












You have the joy, too,of knowing that today, as well as in 
the years to come, your dollars are being used to train mis- 
sionaries, pastors and other Christian workers, conduct evan- 
gelistic meetings, produce and show gospel-science films, 
broadcast daily Christian radio programs, and distribute gospel 
literature world wide. 


MOODY Bible Institute 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ATLANTA, GA. 


























Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 











PRYOR STREET here, write to us. We will assign a 
4 WEE Sh TEE RATSOITO CARSEAS. VINEE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH number to your request and print it. 
| GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH ast, ge ely < | 
: Oth & South Carelina Ave., S.E. Soclen Gectenenee, (ieteter Many readers have written asking 4 
MARTIN Fy CLOUGH, Paster Sunday Services — 11:00 A.M. —7:30 P.M. prayer for the salvation of unsaved . 
; Sunday Services 1100 A.M. and 745 P.M. Mid-week Prayer and Bible Study, Wed., 7:30 P.M. relatives and friends, and for the Di 
: ee A Bile Cuguet titen, 2 Sade: Ree restoration to fellowship of those | 
. who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
| MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA ATLANEN Ott,» t all those who have written concerning | kn 
A Cordial Welcome Awaits You . . . Chelsea Presbyterian Church these problems and for all of our 
; 9.8. Chelsea Avenue = readers in whose homes these prob- a tuk 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Senay Dreedeast WEPG 830 AM. lems exist. ae 
indian Creek Drive at 7ist Mié@-Week Prayer Meeting Wed. 8:00 P.M. 7 2 large 
Miami Beach, Filerida “She Preaching of the Cross . . . Power” ° 
Preaching the Book, the Blood, the REY. MILTON 'N. LEININGER, Pastor The South Carolina teacher who + mitt 
Blessed Hope requested prayer for work near home This 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA asks our continued prayer that she wmene 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK . UNCOLN AVE may be enabled to care for her elderly setti 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH mother and that her mother's sight cost 
79th and Broadway Liscetn A a a Gates St. and health may improve. Cost « 
a: an Seven C. iG Societies. for ali’ ages: 6:15 P.M. 85 expan 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of New York. utia-ceak Prayer and. Bible, Story, Wade 7.30" P.M. A reader who feels that she and Alreac 
Morning Worship—i A.M. Visiters Aiways Welcome her husband have not been living up Balan 
etictaha ne eet tees ee ee ee to their profession of faith desires 
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By Bishop 2% 


A Full and Complete Commentary | 
on Every Verse in the Gospels ay 


(Formerly published in 7 volumes) 
* Critical * Explanatory ° Exegetical ° Illustrative 





prayer for their restoration. Her hus- 
band is burdened with illness and 
financial problems and is not willing 
to live a consecrated life. Pray that 
they may be brought close to their 
Saviour. 

86 


A Lancaster reader writes of her 
niece whose busy life helping her 
husband finish school has led to nerv- 
ous collapse. “Pray for this niece and 
her husband, that they may be more 
spiritually minded and know the peace 
that passeth all understanding, also 
for their child, who has rheumatic 
fever.” 
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H An incomparable aid for pastors, 
Christian workers, Sunday school 
teachers, students and lovers of the 
i Word. Carefully and expertly divi- 
ded for easy, helpful reference and 


study. 
* Enthusiastically Recommended: 
f “...Inexhaustive in the blessings they will bring to all who study. 
| : DR. ROBERT G. LEE 
“A ‘must’ for the evangelical minister or student who wants to 
enter into the scholarly and devotional meanings of the 
Gospel text.” DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
4 large volumes, complete — size each volume, 5°4"x9" 
Volume I—Matthew-Mark Volume III—John [:I-10:9 
Volume II—Luke Volume IV—John 10:10-end. 
Per volume only $4.95. Complete 4 volume set-only $19.75.. 
May be ordered as single volumes or as a complete set 
Available at all religions bookstores 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE Grand Rapids, Mich. 





The missionary to the Belgian 
Congo whose need was made known ; 
in our August issue and for whose 
library readers have been sending us 
books is very grateful for the books 
received. He writes: “What a joy to : 
know that the Lord has answered 
prayer about the matter which has 
been upon my heart for such a long 
period of time. But then, our 
Heavenly Father always does exceed- 
ing, abundantly above all we could 
ask or think.” 
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Did you 
know? 


a tube in your radio costs 
about $1.50. One much 
larger used in a radio trans- 
mitter costs $1000.00 
This is a sample of the tre- gre te radio 

mendous cost involved in nVinced Prepared 

setting up a radio broad- that — the eae receive his 5, 
casting station. 8. will be able peers near the » 
Cost of present Y wha 
expansion $280,000.00 
Already received 93,000.00 


Balance needed $187,000.00 
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UNKNOWN YET WELL-KNOWN 

A letter recently crossed my desk 
that raised an immediate spiritual re- 
sponse in my heart. A_ missionary 
couple in Central America sent a 
letter about their work which enclosed 
a check for $20.00. I was asked to 
pick out a pastor in some small town 
in England to whom a CARE pack- 
age and a subscription to ETERNITY 
Magazine might be sent. The mis- 
sionaries desired that some praying 
person in England might benefit from 
their gift, but above all that the recipi- 
ent might be led to pray for the mis- 
sionaries. 

My immediate thought was to ask 
the Lord to bless them abundantly, to 
strengthen their hands, and to con- 
tinue to supply their every need, to do 
exceedingly abundantly for them and 
above all to give them power in the 
spreading of the Gospel. 

They made a suggestion, however, 
which I could not accept. They point- 
ed out that a certain magazine pub- 
lished thumbnail biographies of vari- 
ous ministers in Christian work and 
suggested that we might do the same 
thing for missionaries. From long 
experience, we have learned that pub- 
licity about living Christian workers 
frequently leads to spiritual disaster. 
The missionary story is replete with 
incidents of wreckage in the lives of 
converts who have been publicized 
and I early became convinced of the 
principle of committing all to the 
Lord and allowing Him to do the 
work. Paul wrote that he was un- 
known and yet well-known (2 Cor. 
6:9). He was unknown as far as 
honors were concerned and_well- 
known as far as the work was con- 
cerned. Many fundamental men are 
in the same circumstance today. They 
are despised and rejected of their 
denominations — unknown in the 
council of the churches. Yet they are 
well-known by name, well-known for 
the position that they take on the 
Word and for the Lord. 

I am convinced that any prayer 
that is worth anything will reach the 
throne of God on behalf of these 
missionaries, without their names 
being known to the world. Perhaps 
you would like to reach them through 
the throne of God just now. 





NEXT MONTH 
THE STATE OF THE NATION 


The Editor writes the report Mr. Truman 
will not make when Congress convenes in 
January 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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Send your new address with the old at least 30 days before the date of the issue with which it is 
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In the first issue of each year, I write a survey of the 
world, selecting the man of the year, the most important 
event of the year, and surveying the general state of 
events in the light of the Word of God. I believe that 
I already know the most important event of 1951, and 
will write about it in the January issue. 


In 1945, of course, the most important event of the 
year was the atomic bomb; in 1946 it was the creation 
of the nation of Israel by the United Nations. In 1948 
it was the collapse of China; in 1949 the Russian success 
with the atomic bomb; in 1950 it was China’s entrance 
into the Korean war. In this present article I return to 
the event which I classified as the most important news 
announcement of the year 1947: the report of the United 
Nations commission on population, which announced the 
, startling figures on the growth of the human race. In the 
decade preceding the year of the report, the population of 
the earth had increased, in spite of all the ravages of war, 
famine, disease and death from natural causes, by the 
startling figure of 200,000,000. 


In other words, an increase in population had taken 
place which was the equivalent of adding a number of 
mouths equal to those that were eating~ food in the 
western hemisphere between the Panama Canal and the 
Arctic Circle. If a new continent had emerged in the 
Pacific with this number of people, the world would have 
been startled. But if this new continent had been bare 
rock, without the soil to grow a mouthful of food, the 
picture would have been even more startling. Yet, in 
some sense, that is what has happened to the human 
race. 


The Survival of the Fit 


In times past throughout most of the world, the prob- 
lem of human fertility was balanced by the forces of 
nature. Epidemic, 
worked on the adult population, while ignorance, sin, and 
insanitation in non-Christian lands combined to kill five 
out of every ten babies before they reached their first 
birthday, and three more of the remaining five before 
the fifth birthday. Thus only two out of every ten babies 
born grew up to be the potential breeding parents of the 
next generation. These were generally the roughest and 
the toughest specimens, so that the race was potentially 
strong and the adults were capable of education and 
development. 
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famine, and natural catastrophe ° 


When the Dionne quintuplets were born, the little 
Canadian town of Callander became famous overnight. 
Everyone who read the story of these five. little girls 
could comprehend that something amazing had taken 
place. Without a too great realization of what had hap- 
pened, tourists by the thousands surged into the north 
merely to look at the house in which the births had taken 
place. .It was somewhat the same urge that caused primi- 
tive populations to worship the date palm when they dis- 
covered that there were female trees which bore fruit 
only when the bees took pollen from the male trees to 
fertilize them. 


Increasing Population 


The human race began with two human beings, and, 
at the time of the flood had a new beginning with eight 
human beings. Naturally every addition to the family 
was of extreme importance, and the growth of popula- 
tion, with a whole world into which expansion was pos- 
sible, was looked upon as most desirable. The survival 
of the human race, in the minds of men, depended upon 
the balancing .of the death rate by the birth rate. This 
struggle for survival existed through all of human 
history until the nineteenth century. During the last 
hundred years the whole picture has changed through the 
introduction of new factors. 


The most important of the new factors which has been 
introduced is that of the discovery of life-saving tools by 
modern medical science. There have been many cases 
of multiple births recorded in history. There have 
probably been hundreds of thousands of triplets, thou- 
sands of quadruplets and hundreds of quintuplets. There 
are several unsubstantiated reports of six births at once, 
and one of seven. It is possible that the latter is a tale 
of the quality of Paul Bunyan romance, but medical 
science also admits the possible truth of the tale. The 
fact remains that there is no recorded case of the sur- 
vival of all five of any quintuplet birth from the dawn of 
history until the year 1934. Since that time there is a 
similar case, well authenticated, in Buenos Aires. We 
have a symbol in the quintuplets. 


A Tendency to Watch 


A recent book, written by the managing editor of the 
Journal of Heredity, opens with the analogy of the 


God's provision for His own is absolutely unlimited 
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Dionne quintuplets.* 1 have drawn several ideas from 
its pages in the preparation of this article, but this is a 
subject that has interested me for many years, since | 
have long held that the rapid increase of human popula- 
tion is one of the signs of the approaching end of the 

.. In the very first issue of my editorial work (Keve- 
lation, Jan. 1931), in listing the tendencies which a 
Christian should be noting in the events of our day, I 
included “Rapid growth of human population, with an 
increase in the proportion of women.” I have found no 
reason to amend this opinion, which I first wrote twenty 
years ago. 

The graphic illustration of the advance of modern 
medicine was easily visible in the Ontario town in the 
survival of the quintuplets. But in other parts of the 
world the fact of mass fertility and the lowering of the 
death rate is issuing in a result that is not nearly so 
pleasing. There are countries which have been brought 
to the border line of continual famine, and there are 
hundreds of millions of people this night who will go to 
sleep hungry, as they have done each night of their lives, 
and as they will continue to do until the end. 


A Recent Problem 

Until the middle of the last century there was no prob- 
lem of feeding the masses in most of the world. Deaths 
balanced births in a rather even statistical pattern, and 
the quality of the survivors was rather high. The classes 
with the most money were always the better educated, 
and any depletion in their ranks could be filled by the 
slow rise of the cream of the lower classes. Whenever 
there was famine it struck most fiercely among the under- 
privileged, and only the most rugged of these survived. 
Then a very great change took place about a hundred 
years ago which is already resulting in a marked social 
transformation in the world, and which will continue to 
erode the quality of the human race in the years to come. 
The industrial revolution which came to the world with 
the invention of the steam engine, continued rapidly to 
industrialize the western nations. Modern mechanical 
civilization brought untold wealth to the European 
nations, and to their colonies. Any surplus population in 
the western world had the financial ability to move to 
new lands. South Africa, Australasia, and the Americas 
were the safety valves which drew off the most virile of 
the excess births. The number of emigrants from 
Europe began to be counted by the tens of millions. 


The Irish Population 

A glance at Ireland will show the nature of the prob- 
lem and its cure. The number of births in that green 
island greatly exceeded the number of deaths. But since 
several hundred thousand Irish emigrated to the United 
States between 1865 and 1915 there was no famine dif- 
ficulty. Then, when the United States voted its first laws 
restricting immigration, the flow of excess Irish fertility 
was restricted. Our laws became a dam behind which 
the pent-up forces soon swirled in flood. There was 
rebellion, civil war, independence from Britain, and then 
the rise of great social problems. 

Following the development of industrial tools, man 
turned his attention to the tools that could improve human 
life. Pasteur, and a host of others, used the microscope 





* HuMmAN Fertitity by Robert C. Cook, with an Introduction by 
Julian Huxley. New York, Wm. Sloane Associates. 341 pp., 
~y Bibliography, Index. $4.50. Available through Evrernity 

Service. 


and the techniques of industrial chemistry to work on 
biological problems. Vaccines were. discovered; the 
nature of transmission of disease by germs borne by 
insects was understood. Sanitation began to be devel- 
oped ; disease-carriers were isolated and destroyed. Many 
surgeons had worn the same gowns to scores of succes- 
sive operations, and as late as 1900 one of the outstanding 
surgeons of Philadelphia was famed for his gown which 
had the blood of a hundred operations upon it. When 
the nature of germs was understood, asepsis in surgery 
and in obstetrics was introduced overnight and the death 
rate slumped in extraordinary fashion. Public health 
measures were adopted and vaccination and inoculation 
became widespread. 


The Spread of Civilization 

It was the Christian missionary who began to take 
these techniques. to the backward places of the world. 
The unregenerate leaders of far places were swift to 
adopt the technical miracles which they saw in operation, 
although they refused the Gospel which the missionaries 
brought along with them. The result was a mighty swell- 
ing of the pagan population in the more advanced of the 
non-Christian lands. Japan was one of the first nations to 
seize upon western methods. It should be noted that, 
with some exceptions, the modernistic theological groups 
dominated the missionaries that were working in Japan. 
If fundamental Christianity had gone into Japan instead 
of a humanistic liberalism with a perfume of Christian 
vocabulary, the result might have been very different. 

At all events, by the end of the first quarter of the 
present century, the population in Japan had more than 
doubled in a little over a generation, and there was no 
place for the people to go. The “yellow peril” had been 
dimly seen upon the horizon, and the Anglo-Saxons had 
voted exclusion laws which prevented the excess of Jap- 
anese population from leaving the over-populated islands 
for lands where there might be food. The United States, 
Australia, New Zealand, as well as other countries, 
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erected barriers to keep out these needy people. A little 
land with an area approximately the size of New York 
and Pennsylvania swelled its population to around 
70,000,000 people. Only one-fifth of the mountainous 
little islands could produce food crops. All the rest of 
the necessary food had to be imported. Japan turned to 
industry and swelled its commerce in order to produce 
enough exchange to bring in the millions of tons of food 
that was necessary, but the competition in the world 
markets excited the jealousy and the fear of industrial 
nations, and the tariff barriers began to follow the popu- 
lation barriers. Pearl Harbor was the inevitable result. 
A tire that has too much air pressure will always bulge 
and finally burst. 
Five Productive Areas 

There are only five places in the world which produce 
more food than is consumed. These five geographical 
locations must furnish all the food that is to be eaten by 
the rest of the world, and the population of the earth is 
now increasing, in spite of deaths from all causes, by a 
figure of more than 60,000 PER pay. Realize this fact: 
IN THE LAST SEVENTEEN DAYS THE POPULATION OF THE 
EARTH HAS INCREASED BY MORE THAN ONE MILLION 
souLs. In the next seventeen days the population of the 
earth will increase by another million. And as the total 
population grows, the yearly increase is accelerated. By 
the year 2,000, which is only 49 years away — as near as 
the days of Theodore Roosevelt — the population of the 
earth, which was about two billion in 1938, which is well 
over two and a quarter billion today, will be more than 
four billion. All of these mouths must be fed from the 
five regions of surplus food. 

These five places, in order of importance and produc- 
tivity, are: 1) the plains of central United States and 
Canada, 2) the steppes of the Danube-Ukraine region 
behind the iron curtain, 3) the pampas of the Argentine, 
4) the fertile rice paddies of the Siam-Indochina penin- 
sula, and 5) the ranches of Australia. That is all. 

Increased Yield 

There are those who tend to deprecate the eruption of 
human fertility, and who tell us that we must reckon, 
rather, upon the scientific progress in increased yield per 
acre. Our answer to this is to ask how many of our 
surplus potatoes have been shipped to needy Puerto Rico, 
and how much of our surplus grain has been shipped to 
starving India. A howl that still echoes in the halls of 
Congress went up over the shipment of a few thousand 
tons of wheat to India. Who would listen to a suggestion 
that communism in India and China might be postponed 
for fifty years if we would immediately bring a hundred 
million Orientals to the Mississippi valley and feed them 
with our food, lowering our own standard of living by 
half in order to do it? But even if that Utopian dream 
became a reality, it would not stop the eruption of human 
fertility. The discoveries of penicillin, streptomycin, and 
the other antibiotics have lengthened the life span, low- 
ered the infant death rate and will continue to expand 
the human population. Each mouth will consume more 
than a half-ton of food in a year. The cynical possessing 
nations will undoubtedly say, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper ?” even though they will say it with rhetoric. 

Puerto Rico ie 

The United States possesses a laboratory in which the 
whole world problem can be studied. That laboratory is 
the island of Puerto Rico, 3,435 square miles of beauty 
and misery, more than twice the size of Long Island, 
from Brooklyn to Montauk Point. Shorter and wider 
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than Long Island, Puerto Rico has a chain of mountains 


down its center, with ridges reaching toward the sea, 


leaving less than half the land suitable for cultivation. 

The United States took over this island from Spain 
only 53 years ago. There were a million people living in 
the wreckage of priest-dominated misrule, and the popu- 
lation. had remained stable at that point for at least a 
hundred years. The numbers of births and deaths bal- 
anced, and life was livable in the tropical isle. Then the 
United States, “like a child with a bright new toy,” 
“eager to bring the blessings of the twentieth century to 
this unhappy land,” entered into possession of its new | 
island. Let Mr. Cook tell the story. 

“Schools, colleges, and experiment stations were con- 
structed, a modest health program was instituted. Puerto 
Rico became an important center for the study of tropical 
medicine. The stage was obviously set for success. 
Tyranny had been defeated and liberty brought to a 
benighted people, like light into a dark closet. Order had 
been restored, sanitation introduced, education launched, 
government established, public health inaugurated. An 
almost limitless export market awaited the island’s prin- 
cipal crop (sugar). True, the million Puerto Ricans were 
still on the verge of starvation, but economics, education, 
and sanitation would soon better their lot. The United 
States was applying to Puerto Rico the same tools and 
techniques that had made the nation great. The triumph 
of good over evil was virtually assured; it was only a 
matter of time. 


Growth of Population 

“Time passed, but the island’s depression continued. 
Good intentions and very considerable outlays of cash to 
implement them brought one major change in Puerto 
Rico. The population began to increase, at first gradually 
and then faster. Every decade since 1898 has seen a 
large —and accelerating — increase in numbers. The 
growth of population testified to the fact that modern 
medicine, public health programs, sanitation, and the 
complex tools of the vital age were working as planned. 
Fewer people were dying of yellow fever, puerperal . 
fever and epidemics of all kinds. People were accord- 
ingly beginning to live longer. This should have been a 
good thing ; under the circumstances, however, there was 
room for doubt. 

“The techniques of nineteenth-century progress sud- 
denly applied to an alien and tradition-bound culture set 
off a literal explosion of people. The Puerto Rican death 
rate dropped by one-quarter, then by one-half. But the 
number of births — already very high — increased. The 
population began to grow, faster and faster. The million 
arable acres of earth from which these people had to draw 
their sustenance did not expand to meet these new de- 
mands, nor did the fertility of the acres increase. What 
did happen was that the growing demand for land that 
could produce a crop became so acute that the people 
themselves became an increasingly erosive force. Care- 
lessness and the overuse bred of desperation has by now 
destroyed many thousands of acres. 

“The spiral of interacting forces grew tighter. By 1928 
the population had grown to a million and a half; by 
1943 it had passed two million. The 1950 census total was 
2.2 million, giving a density of 645 people per square 
mile. Slightly more than one-third of an acre of farm 
land, much of it deteriorating from overuse, must provide 
food, clothing, and shelter for each Puerto Rican. 


(Continued on Page 39) 












Portable Church Services 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Dwight L. Moody will preach on 
Sunday morning to a group of lum- 
berjacks in upper Michigan. Charles 
H. Spurgeon will preach on Sunday 
afternoon in a schoolhouse in the 
mountains of Virginia. Charles Wes- 
ley will preach next Sunday twice, 
repeating the same service, in the 
state penitentiary in California. Dr. 
R. A. Torrey will speak next Sunday 
in the parlor of John Farmer, F.R.D. 
No. 6, Pea Creek, North Fork, Ozark 
County, Arkansas, at 11 a.m. 

It is very likely that such announce- 
ments as these, multiplied by a thous- 
and, will soon be.current in various 
parts of our country and, in fact, in 
various parts of the world. Complete 
Portable Church Services on tape, 
with the finest of music and the 
greatest sermons of history, are about 
to be made available at nominal cost 
for all who desire. 

Three or four years ago a home 
missionary remarked to me that there 
were 30,000 small church buildings 
in the United States that now had no 
services. The item stirred my con- 
sciousness. I simply did not believe 
that it could be true. But as inquiries 
were made I discovered that it was 
very true. I discovered furthermore 
that there were as many more small 
communities without church services 
where there were no buildings. As 
the examination proceeded, it was 
discovered that there were towns of 
as many as 500 population in conti- 
nental United States that had not had 
a Protestant church service of any 











description in twenty-five years. I 
was informed by home missionary 
leaders that such was the case for 
communities in southern Idaho and 
in eastern Oregon. Something had to 
be done about it. 

In this age of mechanical marvels 
I wondered if it would not be possible 
to transcribe complete church services 
and make them available to anyone 
who could put an electric plug into a 
socket. I went to the congregation of 
the church of which I am pastor and 
laid the burden before them. They 
immediately voted $5000.00 for a 
study of the problem, and the work 
began. First of all, it was decided 
that phonograph records would be 
cumbersome to pack and ship and 
that they were short-lived, becoming 
scratchy after very few playings. 
Certainly tape is the modern method 
which will supplant transcriptions in 
the future. A young Christian lay- 
man took hold of the proposition and 
began to work out the details. A 
company which manufactures plastic 
tape became very interested. At the 
time the longest tape recording avail- 
able was fifteen minutes. It was not 
long before the manufacturing com- 
pany produced a thirty-minute tape, 
then a sixty-minute tape, and then a 
tape which could be played for an 
hour down one side and another hour 
back the other side, with two com- 
plete one-hour services on the one 
tape. 

So much for the development of 
the idea. But would people be inter- 
ested in Portable Church Services? 
After all, isn’t a recorded service too 
much like listening to the radio? Of 


course, it is first of all obvious that 
there is something unique about the 
gathering together of believers in one 
group. We, as Christians, are spe- 
cifically commanded not to neglect 
our gathering together in worship. 
Obviously the radio cannot fill this 
important part in the life of the be- 
liever. But, before it could be ascer- 
iained that Portable Church Services 
would work, it was necessary that it 
be put to the test. This was done and 
the reaction was more than enthusi- 
astic. 

In a small town at a New Jersey 
crossroads, in a Maine vacation com- 
munity, in a Southern village, a 
prison, and other places, machines 
were placed and the test conducted. 
Small groups—fifteen in some places, 
other groups larger, some smaller— 
gathered and worshiped together for 
the first time in years. Thus it was 
determined that Portable Church 
Services was not only feasible but 
also practicable. Furthermore, a home 
missionary in one of the rural moun- 
tainous counties of the Southeast 
made a study of his county and dis- 
covered thirty-eight places where 
Portable Church Services could be 
used from week to week. The chap- 
lain who tested the service in a great 
penitentiary which has more than 
2000 prisoners and one Protestant 
service a Sunday, said that he could 
have a trusty play the service at two 
other periods on a Sunday and reach 
men who were not free at the regular 
hour of his service. A large city 
parish said that they could use eight 
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services for the establishment of 
branches in new housing develop- 
ments. 

The work of the selection of music, 
prayers, and sermons began to be 
undertaken in earnest. As musical 
director, one of America’s outstand- 
ing young musicians consented to 
give time and effort to the project. 
Robert Elmore, son of Baptist mis- 
sionaries and himself born on the 
mission field in India, accepted the 
musical direction of the work. He is 
organist for the famed Philadelphia 
Orchestra and also for Holy Trinity, 
the great church in central Philadel- 
phia where one of his predecessors 
wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
A library of recordings began to be 
made of pipe organ music on some 
of the great organs of the East. A 
Christian choral group was assembled 
to record hymns. George Beverly 
Shea gave the rights of all his solo 
material. Alfred Smith of Singspira- 
tion cooperated with his large library 
of recorded sacred music. 

A search was made for men who 
could read well, whose voices were 
resonant, and who yet had spiritual 
comprehension of the subject matter. 
and who were able to “lift” a sen- 
tence and to “put over” the message. 
One of the last letters ever written 
by Dr. Walter Maier, famed pastor 
of the Lutheran Hour, was an en- 
thusiastic approval of the plan which 
he felt would exalt Christ and reach 
the needs of multitudes of rural com- 
munities. He agreed to undertake the 
editing of a dozen sermons by Martin 
Luther, to recast them for modern 
sage and to be the voice of Luther 
on Portable Church Services. After 
his death, another Lutheran with a 
very fine voice, with just a slight 
trace of Germanic accent, undertook 
the work which Dr. Maier had been 
unable to touch before his death. 

Let us picture one of these units 
in operation. Mr. A. B. Smith, a 
businessman, with God-given zeal to 
get the Gospel to those who never at- 
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tend church, writes to Portable 
Church Services and arranges his 
subscription. With the weekly service 
he receives a supply of printed 
“Order of Service” with the words 
of the hymns printed in full. Mr. 
Smith announces that next Sunday 
there will be a church service and 
that everyone is invited. 

Next Sunday a group of 15 per- 
sons gather. Promptly at eleven 
o'clock Mr. Smith turns on the ma- 
chine (which he has inconspicuously 
placed at the front of the room) and 
for the first time in years that small 
church hears the tones of an organ 
playing softly one of the great hymns 
of the church and setting the spiritual 
tone for the service to follow. After 
the organ prelude, the group is asked 
(by the voice on the recording which, 
incidentally, sounds as if the speaker 
were standing in front of the congre- 
gation) to rise for the doxology. The 
congregation sings along with the re- 
cording for the Order of Service 
gives them the words. Then follows 
the invocation, a hymn in which the 
congregation again joins, the morning 
Scripture reading with comments on 
the difficult passages, special music, 
and then another hymn. At this point 
Mr. Smith stops the machine and an- 
nounces that another service will be 
presented the following Sunday, adds 
whatever local announcements are 
necessary, and arranges an offering. 
Then the machine is again turned on 
and another number of special music 
is played. The sermon follows. After 
the sermon the congregation joins in 
a special hymn and just before twelve 
o’clock, the benediction is _ pro- 
nounced. 

The service has many other appli- 
cations. Just a few of these are, 
ships, new developments, areas with- 
out evangelical ministry, hospital 
work and shut-ins. A subscription 
to Portable Church Services would 
bring real help to the many mission 
stations throughout the world which 
are cut off from outside contact with 
Christians. In this and other con- 
nections, however, it must be borne 
in mind that for the present at least 
the tape-playing equipment will oper- 
ate only on standard 110-volt, 60- 
cycle current. 

The question of a machine to play 
the tapes was by far the most im- 
portant problem to be tackled. The 
best machines for such usages retail 
for about $175.00. One of the lead- 
ing manufacturers in the field fur- 
nished estimates for a machine that 
would be completely practical as a 
tape-playing machine, and which 





could be purchased in lots of five 
hundred for $45,000. This was in- 
deed a big undertaking. Advice was 
secured from executives in large cor- 


porations. Costs were figured as 
scientifically as they would be for 
DuPont or General Motors. A non- 
profit corporation was set up under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in order that donors 
might deduct gifts from income taxes 
and that the work might be preserved 
from profit for anyone. 

It was many months before we 
could, with painstaking care and 
without publicity, develop the work 
so that it could be launched without 
possibility of imperfections. As an 
industrial concern might put it, all 
the “bugs” had to be ironed out be- 
fore the scheme was launched before 
the public. This has now been done. 

It must be emphasized that Port- 
able Church Services cannot succeed 
by itself. In every case, there must 
be one person who is devoted to the 
Lord and who wishes to be the center 
of a missionary service for Him. 
That person will be responsible for 
getting people together to hear the 
service, or of carrying the service to 
those who will be able to listen. In 
one case, it may be a layman who 
wishes to get permission from the 
county or city jail in his community 
and visit the prison each week. In 
another case, it may be a woman who 
wishes to gather together a group of 
people in a home, a school, or a 
church building and lead them in the 
service. One church is going to take 
several of these services in order to 
establish regular preaching services 
in a half dozen new housing develop- 
ments. A deacon who would be 
frightened at the thought of under- 


.taking a work which would demand 


a sermon of him each week can read- 
ily gather a group of people around 
a great message from the Word of 
God, and shepherd the people into 
the church. It is not thought, of 


course, that these machines can ever 
(Continued on Page 42) 








. Does the course of history as far 
as we can trace it suggest any pat- 
tern or do events appear to take place 
haphazardly? If a pattern is at all 
discernible does it indicate progress 
or regress? The fact that some pat- 
tern at any rate is to be expected 
from a thorough study of history is 
ably set forth by Professor William 
F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. In his book From the Stone 
Age to Christianity he says, “It is 
not enough for the historian merely 
to accumulate a great mass of facts, 
no matter how well-tested they may 
be as to their accuracy and how well- 
selected with reference to their co- 
gency and their representative char- 
acter. Unless long occupation with 
those facts has impressed on him 
certain conclusions as to the pattern 
which they form and the picture into 
which. they fit, the accumulated mass 
will never become history” (W. F. 
Albright, From the Stone Age to 
Christianity, 1946, p. 48). But what 
that pattern is constitutes a perplex- 
ing yet challenging question which 
appears to occupy men’s minds very 
much these days. Since there is a 
natural tendency to seek answers to 
present problems in past experience, 
men today, surrounded by uncertainty 
and fear, are anxiously looking back 
into history for some clue to their 
present predicament. 


Science quite frankly assumes pro- 
gress as the key to all history. Not 
unbroken or invariable progress, to be 
sure, but eventual progress in spite 
of frequent lapses or wrong turnings. 
The clearly documented course of 
technical progress during the past few 
centuries doubtless encourages this 
view and inspires a transfer of the 


factor of progress from the technical 
to the biological realm. But when we 
approach the field of recorded human 
history the picture is by no means so 
clear. Those who look back fondly to 
the “golden age” apparently feel that 
the world has been getting steadily 
worse. Others, who hopefully expect 
Utopia, seem persuaded that, by and 
large, things are getting better. Many 
people, however, believe that the most 
one can discover from a close exami- 
nation of history is a succession of 
cyclical ups and downs with no real 
progress or regress discernible. But 
all have failed to see the record of 
history in its true perspective. And 
this because most of the data are un- 
known and the only reliable clue has 
been ignored. 


If by history we mean a record of 
past events selected and explained, 
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then history per se must be limited 
to less than 5000 years since we do 
not possess written records earlier 
than about 3000 B.C. Data from 
periods antedating the development 
of writing must be passed over as 
relatively inarticulate and ambiguous 
regarding human spiritual or psychi- 
cal concepts and .hence irrelevant for 
our present purposes. Such a limita- 
tion is a serious but imperative one 


if we are to speak in terms of signi- ° 


ficant development and change in hu- 
man history since the psychical nature 
of man is of far greater importance 
than either his physical makeup or 
mechanical abilities. Yet we are, by 
that fact, strictly limited to the period 
of recorded history since it is only 
through the communication of his 
thoughts and concepts by means of 
written records that ancient man is 
able to provide us with any insight 
into his mental and spiritual being. 
The arbitrary association of technical 
with psychical development in human 
history — common to most scientific 
disciplines —is based upon the as- 
sumption that man’s ideas and skills 
were alike learned one by one as a 
result of extensive experimentation. 
What clear evidence there is, how- 
ever, suggests that, psychologically at 
least, man 5000 years ago was just a6 
humane or bestial as he is today apart, 
of course, from the influence of the 
Judeao-Christian religion as it is 
sometimes called. 


It is pure speculation which proj- 
ects the theory beyond the scope of 
written records and posits a primitive 
man, totally void of any religious or 
esthetic consciousness, groping his 
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way about in a world to which 
he reacted by sub-human grunts 
and squeals until at last he reached 
a civilized state and began to develop 
his mind. Yet this concept in one 
guise or another forms the major 
premise in the theory of history for 
most people today ; hypothetical, per- 
haps, but an essential prerequisite to 
the idea of “progress” which serves 
as a psychological sedative for the 
troubled thinkers in our present poli- 
tical chaos. 





Professor William A. Irwin, of 
the University of Chicago, exempli- 
fies this school of thought. In an 
article entitled “The Orientalist as 
Historian” he writes, “It is convenient 
to set the problem immediately in its 
broadest scope: Will anyone deny 
that modern life is better than that 
of our remote ancestors of Paleolithic 
and long anterior times?” After point- 
ing out that considerable brutality still 
exists, he goes on to say, “But they 
are not the total, if indeed they are 
the significant, characteristic of mod- 
ern man. What of the longing for 
universal peace founded on right and 
truth which permeates all levels of 
society in a way never known before? 
What of the ever-widening sense of 
social responsibility which constitutes 
the unique contribution of Western 
culture to the total achievement of the 
ages? ... qualities which permeate in 
varying measure the historic period 
of man’s life but which, if available 
eviclence may be trusted, were present 
only in embryonic forms in Pithe- 
canthropus, Neanderthal man, and 
their descendants for tens of thou- 
sands of years? The time is long past 
when serious scholarship can glorify 
‘the noble savage’ ; no one whose opin- 
ion is worth considering will assert 
that civilized life is no better” (Jour- 
nal of Near Eastern Studies, 1949, p. 
308). 


On the other hand, history as the 
Bible explains it witnesses the divine 
resolution of conflict between the will- 
fulness of man and the will of God. 
A conflict which began by disobedi- 
ence in Eden, bringing a chaos of con- 
fusion and leading to blind willful 
experimentation which shall be con- 


cluded in divine judgment restoring 
the universe to unity in the will of 
God. No secular document of his- 
tory, no matter what its source, can 
reveal more than human attempts to 
steer the world this way or that with 
the oar of political institutions while 
ignoring the Pilot in control at the 
helm. Patterns derived from such 
documents can at best depict fluctua- 
tions in the present turmoil but give 
no hint as to the true course and real 
purpose behind life much as the 
countless eddies along the banks of a 
river swifling in constantly shifting 
directions fail to indicate the flow of 
the great stream itself. 

Suppose we had chanced upon a 
pageant being performed in the open 
air by a great company of actors. It 
is already in progress.when we arrive 
and for some time we can make 
neither head nor tail of the plot. We 
do not know how much has transpired, 
who the major characters are, or what 
their relationship to each other is. We 
must deduce what we can from the 
isolated incident now being played 
before us. In these circumstances 
how is it possible to fathom the mean- 
ing of the pageant as a whole? How- 


‘ever, if by some document or person 





we are told who the leading charac- 
ters are and what the drift of the plot 
is, we can readily understand the 
present action and perhaps gain some 
clue as to the eventual outcome. 
Viewed in these terms man stands to- 
day in the pageant of life with a role 
to play. Unless he is willing to accept 
the information and guidance of the 
Bible, he can never know what is go- 
ing on around him much less how to 
conduct himself in the part he has to 
play. The Bible names the princi 
characters and sketches the plot giv- 
ing explicit directions to every human 
player how he must conduct himself 
if he would adjust himself harmoni- 
ously to the scheme of the Author. 
Unless we credit the Biblical record 
of the activity and motives of God, 





man, and Satan, we cannot under- 
stand the enigma of human history. 
Only a clear recognition of the fact 
of sin and its resultant corrupting 
power balanced against the redemptive 
plan and purpose of God as set forth 
in the Bible will enable us to judge 
events aright. The confusion of mind 
in those who do not accept. the Bibli- 
cal explanation at face value is fur- 
ther witnessed by Professor Irwin 
who writes, “Man is an incredible 
complex of contradictory impulses. 
He seems to be the most extreme of 
the animals, at once the most idealistic 
and the most brutal, the kindest and 
the most savage. He aspires to realms 
of the spirit completely denied to his 
fellow creatures, and yet none of 
them can sink to such depravity as he. 
Here is the total base for all theories 
of historic pluralism. And yet man- 
kind is one, as the individual is one. 
And man’s governing impulses may 
be simplified into a single statement : 
he wants the better” (Journal of 
Near Eastern Studies, 1949, p. 306). 
Granted that God’s revelation of the 
true nature of the present predica- 
ment of man together with His solu- 
tion of it alone can provide one with 
true perspective for and understanding 
of history both personal and general, 
this leads us directly to the funda- 
mental question; is the Bible trust- 
worthy? Here is where the battle 
with the enemy is joined in earnest; 
here the most devastating and decep- 
tive attack upon the Scriptures is 
launched by the “father of lies” and 
his disciples. They know full well 
that if the integrity and consequent 
authority of the Bible can be success- 
fully challenged, the very foundation 
of Christianity will be swept away 
leaving mankind flovmdering in a 
maelstrom of conflicting human opin- 
ions. 


The past two centuries have wit- 
nessed increasingly bitter and insidi- 
ous attacks upon the historical accur- 
acy of the Bible. Open attack and 
blatant denial, however, have in re- 
cent years largely given way to per- 
suasive rationalism and false agree- 
ment. All such positions, however, 
and every variation of them are char- 
acterized by a deliberate refusal to 
accept the Bible reverently and obe- 
diently as the inspired, inerrant Word 
of God. Speaking generally, three 
groups of opponents have ranged 
themselves against the historic posi- 
tion with regard to Biblical inspira- 
tion; forthright opponents who say 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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November 1 
HERE I AM (22:1) 

Instantly and without drawing back Abra- 
ham arose to perform the will of God. If he 
had presumed to argue with God, there 
would have been many good' lines of human 
reasoning. He could have set forth that 
Sarah would not understand, and that, like 
the wife of Moses, she would say, “A bloody 
husband art thou to me” (Ex. 4:25, 26). 
He could have argued that all of the sur- 
rounding nations would think of God as a 
monster and the entire system of faith would 
be demeaned before them. He could have 
reminded God of the promises concerning 
Isaac, and that the new commands counter- 
acted the divinely pledged word that the 
promises would be fulfilled through this par- 
ticular son. But Abraham was not slack. 
Like Paul, he “conferred not with flesh and 
blood” (Gal. 1:16), but followed God to 
the end. 

LORD, MAKE US WILLING TO BE WILLING. 


November 2 


FIRE IN HIS HAND, AND A 
KNIFE (22;6) 

To walk the road with God always costs 
something” In fact it costs fire and blood. 
Dross will have to be burned away and 
malignant growths will have to be amputated. 
The path of the believer will often be marked 
as a scorched road and a bloody track. But 
where the ground has been burned over, 
fruit will grow! and where the knife has cut 
properly, the lame will walk again. We must 
die with Christ, and Abraham is experiencing 
this. ‘The cross as seen in the offering of 
Isaac is much more than the lamb of Abel, 
or the ark of Noah which carries us through 
the flood of judgment into new life. This 
seems to be almost a new thing, and. it is 
indeed; it is the cross whereby we are cruci- 
fied to the world and the world to us (Gal. 
6.14). 

LORD, MAKE US UNFLINCHING TO GO 
ALL THE WAY. 

November 3 
THEY WENT BOTH OF THEM 
TOGETHER (22:6) 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them’ (2 Cor. 5:19). Everything that 
Abraham and Isaac did on this memorable 
occasion, they did together. Everything that 
God the Father and God the Son ever did 
from eternity unto eternity they have done 
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together. It would be impossible for God 
the Father to do anything and His Son Jesus 
Christ not to be absolutely one with Him in 
the doing of it. And it would be impossible 
for the Lord Jesus Christ to do anything and 
the Heavenly Father not be absolutely one 
with Him in the doing of it. “He that hath 
seen Me, hath seen the Father” (John 
14:9), the Lord told Philip. And though 
the doctrine of the Trinity may be somewhat 
mysterious, it is nevertheless wonderfully 
true. 


LORD, MAY WE BE ONE WITH THEE. 


November 4 
WHERE IS THE LAMB? (22:7) 
_ Isaac had a full awareness that blood 
would have to be shed. In his mind there 
was already established the knowledge on 
this point that is so necessary for every 
human being. We are sinners and sin means 
death. It means our own death or the death 
of a substitute. Abel had taken a lamb out 
of his flock, ready at hand. Noah had been 
told to take two of every kind of animal into 
the ark, but to take seven of the clean 
animals for sacrifice, so that he was able to 
find a lamb for the sacrifice. There were no 
lambs to be found on Mount Moriah, only 
wild beasts. A lamb will die unless taken 
care of by human beings. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART 
BOTH LAMB AND SHEPHERD. 


November 5 
GOD WILL PROVIDE HIMSELF 
A LAMB (22:8) 

Every detail of the ‘story shows that 
Abraham had a firm faith, and that he was 
walking steadfastly to the place of sacrifice 
with the determination to obey the com- 
mand of God and to offer up his Isaac. We 
cannot know whether Abraham understood 
as early as this moment in the story that 
Isaac would not have to die at all. It seems 
possible that he still thought of Isaac as the 
victim, and thought in terms of resurrection 
of his son. But the marvelous example of 
faith was in the fact that he was obeying 
without any questioning, and that he was 
leaving all the details and the circumstances 
to God. As soon as we know that God has 
spoken we must act upon the command to 
the full extent of our ability, leaving the 
working out of the details to Him in the 
course of the journey. 

LORD, MAKE US TO WALK A STEP AT A 
TIME. 


November 6 


SO THEY WENT BOTH OF THEM 
TOGETHER (22:8) 

This same line was found back in the 
sixth verse and here it is again in the eighth 
verse. God never repeats Himself for liter- 
ary effect. The occurrence of this repetition 
is abundant evidence that the Lord wants us 
to meditate on the great truth that is here. 
The Lord God and His only begotten Son 
went to Calvary together. Isaac Watts wrote 
the great hymn, 

“Alas! and did my Saviour bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die.” 
He knew the truth when he wrote a verse 
that includes the teaching of our text: 

“Well might the sun in darkness hide, 

And shut his glories in; 

When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 

For man, the creature's, sin.” 
We may not comprehend all that is involved, 
for we believe that in one sense the Father 
forsook the Son, and yet in another sense 
we believe that the Lord God was sacrificed 
as our sin-bearer. They were both of them 
there together. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THINE 
WHOLE GODHEAD COMBINED TO RE- 
DEEM US. 


November 7 


THE PLACE WHICH GOD HAD 
TOLD HIM OF (22:9) 

There was a persistent determination in 
the faith of Abraham. God had given him 
the great command with its awful test of his 
love and obedience. There was no flinching 
but a steadfastness which we might almost 
describe in terms of dogged persistence. 
There is no wild dash that ended in fatigue, 
but the slogging march of the infantryman, 
who -goes through foot by foot. Day after 
day Abraham had journeyed. On the third 
day he had seen the place afar off (v. 4). 
Now he moved on to the accomplishment 
of his purpose and came fully to the goal. 
Not for one moment had he relaxed his de- 
termination to fulfill the divine command. 
This must be the method of our walk of 
faith. We do not proceed by sight but by 
faith. Our resolution must be maintained, 
firm and unshaken to the end. God has 
spoken; we will obey. 

LORD, MAKE US STEADFAST TO THE END. 


not know the way, if you know the Guide 


ETERNITY 





VS ee Be 





s 





Nov 











November 8 


ABRAHAM BUILT AN ALTAR 
THERE (22:9) 

If we are to grow to the greatest heights 
of faith, we must be willing to build the 
altar that is to consume our nearest and 
dearest. Abraham was now coming to the 
last step: he had been separated from his 
land, his father, his nephew, from his slave- 
son. He had learned that he could not rely 
on anything other than on God. He had 
seen the death of his dearest loves, and had 
sworn that he would not take from a thread 
to a shoe-lace from any man (14:23). The 
loves of earthly things and persons had now 
come to its climax: he was to offer his dearly- 
beloved son, who was now, in no small 
sense, his only son. But this did not deter 


him from gathering the stones and building - 


the altar. Bits of him had died before; the 


_remainder was to go now in the final 
. obedience. 


LORD, GIVE US THE PERSEVERING FAITH 
TO THE GOAL. 

November 9 
AND LAID THE WOOD IN ORDER 
(22:9) 

The wood was for the purpose of .con- 
suming the sacrifice. This line is a link in 
the evidence of all the Bible revelation about 
the substitutionary sacrifice, and part of the 
demonstration that God commanded the 
details. We know that He originally com- 
manded the lamb, and evidently commanded 
the very method of dealing with. the lamb, 
for as we turn on to Leviticus, where the 
continuing sacrifices are begun, we discover 
that wood was to be laid in order upon the 
altar (Lev. 1:7), and that a horizontal stroke 
of fire from the Holy of Holies came out and 
lighted the fire that consumed the offering 
(Lev. 9:24). God Himself was furnishing 
the material and the fire that was to consume 
the sacrifice, for He Himself put His Son to 
death (Isa. 53:10). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY CON- 
SUMING LOVE. 

November 10 
ABRAHAM ... BOUND ISAAC 
HIS SON AND LAID HIM ON THE 
ALTAR (22:9) 

There comes a time in the life relationship 
between a father and a son when the father 
declines in strength and the son increases in 
strength to the point where the son is 
stronger than the father. Abraham was a 
hundred years old plus the age of Isaac. 
The latter was a young man (the Hebrew 
word is elsewhere used for armed soldiers) 
who could have bound his father and escaped 
with his life. But the glorious part of this 
picture is that Isaac was a very willing sacri- 
fice. Abraham must have told him about the 
supernaturalness of his birth, and about 
God's dealings with him. Isaac now had a 
personal faith that was joined to that of 
Abraham. And this is the perfert picture 
of the Lord Jesus who said, “Therefore doth 
My Father love Me, because I lay down My 
life . . . No man taketh it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself” (John 10:17,18). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR CHRIST'S 
OBEDIENCE. . 





November 11 


ABRAHAM TOOK THE KNIFE 
TO SLAY HIS SON (22:10) 

The center of the scene moves from the 
father to the son and back to the father. The 
reason is that the Lord is emphasizing the 
fact that the two of them were going to the 
sacrifice together, obeying, yielding, co-op- 
erating, even as the Heavenly Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
consent of Isaac, Abraham binds him hand 
and foot, and lays him on the altar; and, 
with a confidence unshaken, and obedience 
unparalleled, holds up the knife to slay the 
victim. Shall we admire the more the obedi- 
ence and resolution of the father or the sub- 
mission of the son? For in the breasts. of 
each of them was full devotion, though they 
must have thought that death was about to 
strike, and fire to consume. The heart of the 
story is that they both believed that out of 
the ashes God would bring forth resurrection 
life. 


LORD, GIVE US RESURRECTION FAITH. 


November 12 


THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 
CALLED UNTO HIM OUT OF 


, HEAVEN (22:11) 


Nothing less than the intervention of God 
from Heaven prevented the completion of 
this extraordinary act of faith. God had suf- 
ficiently tested the faith of His servant. He, 
therefore, by a voice from Heaven, stopped 
Abraham from giving the final stroke of 
death. Here was a definite testimony by God 
against the heathen idea of a human sacrifice. 
It was only when the Jews sank to the level 
of the heathen around them that they ever 
gave their chitdren to Moloch. Abraham was 
prepared to give his all to God, and faith 
can do no more. God demands no more. It 
is wheh we come to our wit’s end, and cry 
unto the Lord in our trouble that He brings 
us out of our distresses and maketh the 
storm a calm. It is then that we are glad 
because we are quiet and are brought to our 
desired haven (Psa. 107:27-30). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THOU KNOWEST 
WHEN TO STOP, 

November 13 
HERE AM I (22:11) 

This is the second time we find this 
answer from the lips of Abraham (v. 1). 
Without doubt this is meant by God to teach 
us the true attitude of faith. Abraham had 
a ready and willing obedience. He did not 
drag his feet in following God. His obedi- 
ence was instant and unquestioning. And 
the ear that has been turned to God for 
obedient hearing when the command was 
grievous will ultimately hear the command 
of God that will bring all joy. Many times 
there are believers who wonder how they 
may know the will of God, and we believe 
that ninety per cent of the knowing of the 
will of God consists in willingness to do it 
before it is known. It is when we are utterly 
ready to pick up the knife or to lay it down 
that God will pour out His richest blessings 
upon us. 


LORD, BRING US TO READY OBEDIENCE. 


Having gained the- 


November 14 
NOW I KNOW THAT THOU 
FEAREST GOD (22:12) : 

The omniscient God had, of course, 
known from the beginning of eternity what 
the outcome of this test would be, but now 
there was the full realization of the triumph 
of faith in the life of Abraham, and that 
would stand to all generations as an example 


‘of the utmost in faithful obedience. The 


knowledge which God had could be shared 
with Abraham, and this, in itself, would 
further increase the growth and develop- 
ment of the soul of the patriarch. Faith may 
be timid when it has not been fully tested, 
and while it learns never to trust in previous 
triumphs but in God alone, the previous 
triumphs are there as landmarks of the trust- 
worthiness of God. When we can sing, 
“O God our help in ages past,” we can more 


‘easily sing, “Our hope for years to come.” 


LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR SHARING 
THY KNOWLEDGE. 

November 15 
THOU HAST NOT WITHHELD 
THY SON (22:12) 

Here is an illustration of the fear of the 
Lord. It has nothing to do with any fright 
of the Lord. The fear of the Lord, which 
is the beginning of wisdom (Psa. 111:10), 
is a tender, warm desire to do all things well- 
pleasing unto God. Abraham certainly did 
not offer up his son, his only son, to God 
because he thought-that God was a monster 
who would punish him if he did not obey. 
He offered up his son because he was able 
to persuade Isaac to join with him in the 
full surrender to the faithful and unchange- 
able God, and to rest, quietly assured, that 
Isaac would in some way or other be restored 
to life, even after he was reduced to ashes, 
and that in him all of the promises would be 
fulfilled to the utmost. This loving, tender 
willingness to do all that God desires is the 
real fear of the Lord. 

LORD, GIVE US TENDER. HOLY FEAR. 


November 16 
BEHOLD, BEHIND HIM A RAM, 
CAUGHT IN A THICKET (22:13) 
It is doubtful that Abraham had under- 
stood the nature of the substitution that was 
to take place when he answered Isaac’s en- 
quiry by saying that God would provide 
Himself a lamb. The principle of substi- 
tution is being established in the course of 
the Biblical development of the idea of the 
Saviourhood of Christ. With each story of 
sacrifice — Abel, Noah, Abraham — there 
is a little more knowledge of the vicarious, 
substitutionary atonement. It will be in 
Isaiah that the first thought is recorded that 
the lamb shall be a man (Isa. 53); and it 
will be John the Baptist who points out and 
identifies Christ as the Lamb (John 1:29). 
God was creating a reflex in the minds of 
people so that every time they thought of 
sin they would think of death, for sin 
means death. Sin means death. It means the 
death of the sinner or the death of the 
Saviour. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE SUB- 
STITUTE. 
(Continued on Page 52) 
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TWO ENVELOPES 

I have two envelopes in front of 
me—pay envelopes—that tell quite a 
story. But first the introduction. 

About ten years ago the second 
Sunday in November was designated 
by the congregation of which I am 
pastor as a sacrificial day for mis- 
sions. The first year the offering 
came to about $3,000. The next year 
it passed $5,000, then kept rising. 
About five years ago I told my New 
York Bible class which has met every 
Monday for 23 years that the offer- 
ing on the second Monday of No- 
vember would go into this same fund. 
They brought a thousand dollars, 
then two, then three. 

Last November there were two un- 
ay pay envelopes in the offering. 

he only identification on one is the 
name of the corporation paying the 
salary: The base pay is marked at 
$32 for the week, with deductions of 
$5.90 for taxes, 48c for Federal Old 
Age Benefits and 16c for Union dues. 
The rest, $25.46, was in the envelope 
for the offering. The second envelope 
showed 33% hours work for $28.81, 
and the deductions brought the take- 
home pay to $27.94. That amount 
was in the envelope. 

A letter also accompanied another 
gift, a check for $41. The letter 
said, “How glad I am that the Lord 
enabled me to increase. Last year I 
gave $25.00. I don’t have much as I 
am a teller in a bank and as salaries 
go they don’t get too much. But I 
am grateful to the Lord. I feel def- 
initely that He gave me this work, 
and He enables me to do it. Of my- 
self I feel so helpless, as I have had 
very little schooling. In fact I left 
school when I was thirteen and have 
been working ever since. What a 
wonderful Saviour we have.” 

Strangely enough there was another 
paragraph that didn’t seem to belong 
in the letter. It concluded, “Forgive 
me for taking up your time, but I 
did want you to have a little idea of 
the background of the writer.” That 
letter and the two envelopes have 
been in my “idea file” for almost a 
year. I have looked at them a dozen 
times, and have read that letter over 
_ and again. Taking up my time! 

he letter has drawn me closer to 
the Lord as any testimony of a 
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yielded Christian to the power and 
joy of the Christian life must build 
another Christian. 

The day of the widow’s mites is 
not over. The fragrance of sacrifice 
is going up to the Lord from myriad 
hearts. And we can understand how 
the first shall be last and the last first. 
There are few people whose pay en- 
velope or salary check runs into high 
figures who give a week’s salary in a 
sacrifice offering. 

The November offering has been a 
blessing to many people. There are 
many, many calls for money, but if 
anyone feels led to send an offering 
to be joined to this fund-which last 
year was distributed among approx- 
imately 75 mission causes, without 
any deduction whatsoever for over- 
head, the check may be made out to 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 
and mailed to Box 2000, Philadel- 
phia. You will receive a receipt, 
valid for income tax purposes, and 
your gift will join such “mites” as 
the above as a sweet savor unto the 


Lord. 
LIFE AFTER DEATH 


In going through some records of 
“spiritualistic” seances I have been 
impressed with the utter drivel of the 
supposed revelations of “life on the 
other side.” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
is the one who lends his name as 
authority for the sentences that have 
been brought through by the me- 
diums. One feels that he would have 
done better to write a few more 
stories about Sherlock Holimes. 


Doyle tells of mediums whose con- 
trols told them that they were drink- 
ing beer m the life after death and 
that the cigars were very good. One 
medium shouted the words that her 
control was supposed to be saying, 
“My word, Matilda, but this is 
grand!” 

Can such trivia form the founda- 
tion for a theory of the universe? 
These utterances are not only puerile 
but they are stupid. One writer has 
said, “Can you really explain death 
by explaining it away? If the con- 
clusions on ‘the other side’ are so 
little altered that commonplace people 
continue their commonplace talk and 
their commonplace conduct, what a 


a 


ghastly fraud has been the govern- 
ment of the world from the beginning. 
We have been induced to believe, not 
by Scripture only, that ‘after death 
cometh judgment,’ and it has been the 
moral steadying of mankind. What 
judgment is that which leaves men 
drinking beer and smoking and en- 
gaging in such conversation as a 
schoolboy here would declare to be 
drivel.” 

We know from the fact that Paul, 
caught up into Paradise, refused to 
speak of what he had seen, saying 
that he had “heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter” (2 Cor. 12:4), that the 
heavenly transcends the earthly be- 
yond expression. 


EXCUSES 


_ The human being with all of his 
inheritance from Adam is incurably 


addicted to making excuses. This - 


was forceably brought to our atten- 
tion recently by a news item from 
Vancouver, British Columbia. A man 
was sentenced to jail for one year 
for breaking into a cafe in the middle 


of the night. He was caught red-- 


handed inside the cafe with the cash 
register open. Nevertheless, in court 
he protested his innocence and even 
when he was sentenced, departed for 
jail claiming that he was the victim 
of circumstances. 

His defense was that as he was 
walking along the street he had 
stumbled and fallen into a window, 
which had broken. When he saw the 
two panes of glass had been destroy- 
ed, he opened the window and en- 
tered in order to leave his name and 
address, so that he could make good 
the damage. Having no pencil, he 
went to the cash register, to look for 
one and was in the middle of this 
good deed when he was arrested. 
The story was just a little too much 
for the jury and presumably the man 
is now in jail. 

I immediately began to think of 
Adam, who, when he was caught run- 
ning away, tried to cast the blame 
back on God, saying in effect, If you 
had given me another kind of wife, 
this wouldn’t have happened — the 
woman thou gavest me .. . (Gen. 
3:12). The woman excused herself 
by putting the blame upon the ser- 
pent. When Abraham was caught in 
a lie by Abimelech, he stumbled 
around making it worse by the flimsy 
excuses which he presented. In the 
days of the Lord Jesus, we were 
given the parable concerning the men 
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who would not come to the feast. One 
had “married a wife,” and therefore 
could not come. Another had bought 
a yoke of oxen and had to go to test 
them. A third had bought a field and 
had to go to see it. The first man 
could have brought his wife with him. 
The oxen could have been tested the 
next day and the field would still have 
been there at any later date. 

There is a vast difference between 
an excuse and a reason. There may 
be some validity in the latter, but 
there can be none in the former. We 
are told that in the judgment day, 
“a hail shall sweep away the refuge 
of lies” (Isa. 28:17). 

I have constantly remarked 
throughout my ministry that most 
people when overtaken in sin are 
more concerned with public opinion 
than they are with God. It is true 
that Adam gave his excuses to God, 
because there was no public opinion 
in his day, but since his time the ef- 
fects of the fall are more marked 
from generation to generation and 
“saving face” is just as important in 
one part of the world as it is in an- 
other. Perhaps one of the holiest 
exercises that any Christian could 
perform would be to get down on 
his face before God and ask to be 
shown a clear revelation of what he is 
in Adam and in himself and in such 
a light that no excuse whatsoever 
would be possible to mitigate his evil 
thoughts and actions or to lighten the 
explanation of his folly. 

ORTHODOX KISS 

The world can never understand 
the true believer. The reason is that 
“the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

Thomas Moore, the famous Irish 
poet, once wrote a poem entitled 
“Come Send Round the Wine.” In it 
he writes: 

Shall I ask the brave soldier, who 
fights by my side 

In the cause of mankind, if our creeds 
agree? 

Shall I give up the friend I have 
valued and tried, 

If he kneel not before the same altar 
with me? 

From the heretic girl of my soul 
should I fly, 

To seek somewhere else a more 
orthodox kiss? 

No, perish the hearts, and laws that 
try 

Truth, valor, or love, by a standard 
like this! 

How can a man with only one 
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nature comprehend that God says to 
a person that has two natures that he 
is not to be unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers? What fellowship 
hath righteousness (two natures) 
with unrighteousness (one nature) 
and what communion hath light (two 
natures) with darkness (one nature) 
and what concord hath Christ (our 
divine nature) with Belial (the 
satanic nature) or what part hath he 
that believeth (two natures) with an 
infidel (one nature) and what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God (the 
born again man) with idols (the un- 
saved man) (2 Cor. 6:14-16). 

We must be very careful in a 
generation in which the national idea 
of democracy and the brotherhood of 
man is mistaken for religion that we 
do not have truth rubbed down by 
the friction of false ideas. 

There is a great deal of difference 
between rough sandpaper and rouge 
but both are abrasives. The sand- 
paper may take rough edges off wood, 
but the two hundred inch reflector 
at Mt. Palomar was surfaced with 
rouge. 

Hold fast the faith in the midst of 
a world of soft abrasives. If the 
Christian accepts the unorthodox kiss 
of the world, he will lose the smile of 
God’s beloved Son. 


THE UNUSED BOTTLE 

I have a story that I have told for 
some years about an empty bottle. 
Now I have a new twist for it. The 
old way of telling the story was 
this. A man bought a bottle of per- 
fume in Paris, getting it at Paris 
prices, and brought it into the United 
States under his customs deduction. 
It was very expensive perfume in a 
very beautiful bottle. The wife who 
received it was proud of it, and used 
the perfume until it was all gone. 
Even then she kept the bottle on her 
boudoir table so that the friends, in 
coming into her room, would say, 
“Oh, that was such-and-such a per- 
fume.” There came a function for 
which she wished some of this ex- 
pensive scent, but the bottle was 
empty. She put a handkerchief into 
the bottle and closed it. After a day 
there was enough of the perfume on 
the handkerchief to give a faint fra- 
grance, but after that it was done. 
There was still enough odor around 
the bottle so that some one could say, 
“Oh, that was such-and-such.” 

Many people in our churches are 
like that. If you come near them and 
listen to their conversation you may 
be able to say, “Oh, grandfather was 
a Christian,” but as far as they are 


concerned, their bottle is empty. They 
have no life and fragrance of Christ. 

Recently I told the story that way 
and at the close of the meeting was 
walking down the street to my hotel. 
I overtook three people who had evi- — 
dently been at the church service, and 
one of them was saying, “I liked that 
story that he told about the perfume 
bottle because it reminded me of a 
very expensive perfume that Frank 
brought me from Paris. It is a beau- 
tiful bottle. But I have never broken 
the seal. It sits right there on my 
dresser and the light shines through 
it. It is a beautiful amber.” 

I broke into the conversation. They 
recognized me and laughed that I 
should have overheard them. “But,” 
I said, “Don’t you see that the per- 
fume was given to you for use? And 
what an illustration that is. There 
are so many Christians who have been 
given so much and they keep it 
tightly sealed in themselves. No one 
passing near would know for a mo- 
ment that they have the life of God 
in them for not the tiniest particle of 
the essence is allowed to come forth. 
And the wonderful thing about God’s 
perfume is that as fast as we waft it 
forth He keeps filling the bottle, and 
it would seem that its fragrance 
changes and grows and is more glori- 
ous every time we send it forth. That 
is God’s way.” “Now thanks be to 
God, which always causcth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh mani- 
fest the perfume of His knowledge 
by us in every place” (2 Cor. 2:14). 

THE RIGHT MAN IN THE 
RIGHT PULPIT 

The Editor receives many letters 
from churches asking recommenda- 
tions for ministers and is always de- 
lighted to place the names of sound 
men. before committees who are look- 
ing for preachers. 

He also knows some men in differ- 
ent denominations that are sound in 
the faith and capable of having 
larger fields of activity. At the pres- 
ent moment he knows of two Baptist 
ministers who are working well in 
hard fields and who (like many 
plants) would do even better if trans- 
planted. A similar situation exists 
with reference to a Presbyterian min- 
ister who is actively at work preach- 
ing but who should receive a call 
from his present field that is drying 
up because of housing changes in a 
large community where a Negro pop- 
ulation has taken over the whole area 
surrounding the church. 

The Editor will be glad to hear 
from committee members who are 
looking for new pastors and to help 
if possible. 
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The Art of Living 


By GODFREY C. ROBINSON and STEPHEN F. WINWARD 


EMPLOYING YOUR ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


This is the second in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which will 
answer many questions concerning the Christian life, that arise in the 
minds of young believers. 


Every person possesses both assets 
and liabilities. These two terms taken 
originally from the world of finance 
have passed into our general conver- 
sation. An asset may defined as any 
useful quality or possession: a liabil- 
ity as an undesirable limitation. It is 
not always realized that al! people 
have both assets and liabilities. We 
tend, for example, to assume that 
outstandingly successful men were 
such because they had more than their 
fair share of assets, and no liabilities 
at all. But such is definitely not the 
case. 


The apostle Paul was a man with 
many assets —he was a gifted mis- 
sionary, a wise pastor, a great thinker 
and writer — but he also had “a thorn 


in the flesh,” perhaps malaria or eye- - 


trouble. Franklin Roosevelt was an 
eminent statesman— with infantile 
paralysis. One man has a fine phys- 
ique and is an excellent athlete, but 
he stammers: another is a student 
with particular aptitude for languages, 
but is a social failure because he is a 
“bad mixer.” Or there is a typist in 
an office, a good worker and as reliable 
as the sunrise, but with a fiery tem- 
per. We all tend perhaps to be more 
aware of our own liabilities and other 
people’s assets, but careful observa- 
tion will show the’ presence of both in 
every life, although, of course, not in 
the same proportions. Now in this 
article we shall consider the art of 
using our assets and of transforming 
our liabilities, and thus of making 
creative use of both alike. 


Discovering Your Assets 


First of all, let us consider our 
assets. We all recall the parable of 
Christ in which three servants were 
given a different. number of talents, 
“each according to his ability.” These 
talents were given by the master for 
use. The two servants who made 


good use of them were very highly 
commended and entrusted with larger 
responsibilities, but the servant who 
failed to use his one talent was con- 
demned and deprived of even that 
one. The story graphically enforces 
the truth that all our assets, our 
special gifts, aptitudes, skills, and 
talents are intended to be fully em- 
ployed. The tragedy is that many of 
us who are familiar with this story 
and understand its meaning well 
enough still continue with “untapped 
talents,” unused gifts, and undiscov- 
ered aptitudes. 

“Undiscovered.” It may be that the 
first step is the discovery of the assets 
we do possess. During the war, when 
the normal routines of life were upset, 
many people had new responsibilities 
thrust upon them. They suddenly dis- 
covered they were able to do ai sorts 
of things that normally they would 
have thought impossible. The gifts 
had been there all the time, but unused 
because unrecognized. Do you know 
what your gifts are? Why not get out 
pencil and paper and try to make a 
list of them? To be mock-modest 
(“Oh, I haven’t any gifts at all!’’) is 
as foolish as the other extreme of 
self-conceit. If you are aware of your 
aptitudes, however small they appear 
to be, you can then make a habit of 
using them to the full. The following 
questions may help you in discovering 
your assets. “What are the things | 
do fairly easily? What are the things 
I do reasonably well? What are the 
things I really enjoy doing? What 
are my special interests? For what do 
other people sometimes praise or com- 
mend me?” 


Varieties of Gifts 


In conducting such an enquiry it is 
most important not to have in mind 
too narrow a conception of “gift.” 
“There are varieties of gifts” (1 Cor. 
12:4, R.S.V.). 


Myra Hess is a gifted pianist, and 
General Smuts was a gifted states- 
man. These are outstanding gifts, 
and ours are likely to be much more 
modest, but not on that account any 
less useful or valuable. Do try to 
recognize any ability, bent, or skill as 
a potential asset. The physical prow- 
ess of Samson, the courage of David, 
the craftsmanship of Bezaleel, the 
statesmanship of Isaiah, and the elo- 
quence of Stephen, were all alike gifts 
of God — but how diverse. So today 
a bent for engineering, an aptitude for 
organizing, skill with one’s hands, a 
readiness to write or speak, and a 
hundred and one other gifts, may be 
used in the service of God and man. 


Do not necessarily assume that you 
have only one asset or gift; that is 
possible, but not likely. People who 
do one thing well sometimes make the 
mistake of assuming that they are 
intended to do that one thing only. 
Albert Schweitzer did one thing very 
well; he was a gifted musician, and 
audiences in many European capitals 
were thrilled by his organ recitals of 
Bach’s music. But he was also a great 
thinker and writer whose tomes on 
theology and philosophy have been 
widely read. Not content, however, 
with these achievements, he trained 
as a doctor and went out to West 
Africa to establish a mission hospital 
at Lambarene. Now it is true that 
Schweitzer is highly gifted and most 
of us are not. But there are many 
people who like him are endowed with 
several gifts — and you may well be 
one of them. Discover your assets 
and use them all, 


Possess Your Possessions 


Having discovered all our gifts, 
we can make full use of them only 
through practice and training. We 
must “possess our possessions,” and 
potential gifts become actual only 


Nothing gained by sin is worth the price paid for it 


18 


ETERNITY 








—~».— -— 





a. = mew Oh HOP oO OU lus Ue Oe ee 


Pm he 


-—onAwr 46 of ws wot wf eS oe ee 


a a ee ee ee ee er a ee ae ee 








| 
| 





through practice. To revert to an 
illustration cited above: Myra Hess, 
like any other outstanding pianist, 
practices for several hours a day. 
Your gifts can only be fully appro- 
priated and employed through disci- 
pline, use, and practice. So if you 
are called upon to speak in public, 
don’t give up in despair just because 
your first effort is a flop. Rather, you 
must practice speaking by reading 
aloud, taking-lessons, learning from 
others, and using the little opportuni- 
ties that come your way. If you are 
called to teach, don’t give up because 
your class is inattentive; the ability 
to hold the scholars’ attention and in- 
terest can come only with practice. 
Most of ts have a potential ability for 
riding a bicycle, but the only way to 
do it is to try to do it. 


Of course, we are not suggesting 
that gifts can be created by practice. 
If you have not something of a voice 
to begin with, you cannot become a 
o- singer by practice alone; and we 

ave probably all suffered at some 
time or another under people who 
made this mistake! The “gift” (as 
the word implies) must be there at the 
start ; but, like the gift harvest, it can 
be appropriated only through hard 
work. So much Christian service, de- 
spite sincere intentions, is inferior 
and mediocre, because Christians re- 
fuse to go into training. But all con- 
secration involves discipline, and to 
offer oneself to God for service, and 
then decline the necessary training is 
sheer sentimentality and a common 
form of self-deception. 


The Spiritual Plus 


But something. more than training 
is needed for the full mobilization of 
the latent powers within us. Our nat- 
ural abilities, inborn and developed 
through education and training, need 
the “fertilizing power” of the Holy 
Spirit. It is through the indwelling 
Spirit of God that natural talents and 
abilities are strengthened and raised 
to new heights. David had natural 
physical courage of a high order when 
he slew the lion and the bear; but 
when the Holy Spirit came upon him 
(1 Sam. 16:13) his courage reached 
a super-human level in the conquest 
of Goliath. The Christian should ever 
have in mind that no gift can come to 
full development save through this 
spiritual plus, and should continually 
pray for the Spirit’s power. Read the 
story of the apostles in the Gospels, 
and then in the Acts. What is the 
explanation of the difference? 


The Transformation of Liabilities 


By the aid of the Spirit of God we 
are able not only to make full use of 
our assets, but also to transform our 
liabilities. We turn now to a consid- 
eration of this more difficult task. 
Liabilities are of two main kinds. 
First of all, there is no virtue what- 
ever in accepting a limitation that it 
is within our power to remove. The 
Greek Demosthenes was a stammerer, 
but he did not tamely accept this limi- 
tation; he set out to conquer it. It 
is said that he spent many hours a 
day practicing speaking with a pebble 
in his mouth, and in due course be- 
came the most famous orator of the 
ancient world. We ought ourselves to 
ask concerning any limitation, “Need 
I be limited in this way, or is it possi- 
ble for me to be rid of the hindrance ?” 
Friends, doctors, ministers, experts, 
and specialists are all ready to give 
advice and, where possible, practical 
service. Do not hesitate to make use 
of them. 


The second kind of liability cannot 
be removed or overcome, and must, 
therefore, be accepted. To revert to 
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh,” the apos- 
tle wisely began with the hope that it 
might be removed, but when he found 
that this was not to be, he accepted 
it. He did not accept it, however, in 
a rebellious or cynical spirit, or with 
hopeless resignation, or even stoical 
endurance. He did so with such confi- 
dence and courage that the liability 
became a positive help and blessing. 
He used it for character achievement. 


The Creative Use of Limitations 


Practically all liabilities can be made 
stepping stones to real spiritual ad- 
vancement. ‘| hey can become creative, 
given the right attitude 
of mind and heart, of 
Christlike character. 


Again, some of our 
liabilities may be used 
to help others. Louis 
Braille, who was born in 
1809 near Paris, became 
blind when three years 
of age. Seventeen years 
later he published his 
now famous Braille sys- 
tem of reading. What 
an inestimable blessing 
Louis Braille’s limitation 
has been to tens of thou- 
sands of blind people. 
Limitations and _ liabili- 
ties, sad as they are in 
themselves, often place 


* 


‘us ina unique position to help ethers, 


for as the proverb puts it, “It takes a 
wounded soldier to help a wounded 
soldier.” This is particularly obvious 
in connection with such experiences 
as suffering and bereavement. ‘ 

Best of all, a seeming liability may 
often be turned into a creative achieve- 
ment. For example, a pugnacious dis- 
position and a fierce temper are clearly 
limitations and disadvantages. But 
need they remain so? When Lincoln 
saw an old slave woman sold in the 
market place like an animal, he said, 
“T'll hit that thing, and I'll hit it 
hard!” He was angry, but it was high 
time for someone to be angry about 
slavery; he was turning pugnacity 
into a socially heneficial achievement. 
In this way, what we call our tem- 
peramental weaknesses may become 
our strength. It is futile to excuse 
weaknesses or failures by saying, “Oh, 
it’s my temperament!’ It is the mir- 
acle of the power of Christ that 
He can use our temperament, re- 
directing our energies and transform- 
ing our weaknesses into strength. 
Michelangelo, who had been sexually 
and emotionally unstable, became a 

eat artist and sculptor, his emotions 
Ending a creative outlet in this way. 
His strength came out of his very 
weakness — his asset was his liability 
transformed. (Read in this connec- 
tion 2 Cor. 12:5-10.) 

In these various ways, our liabili- 
ties can be transformed and put on 
the side of our assets, and eur assets 
in turn fully used in the achievement 
of life’s purposes. A policy of full 
employment or, to use a military 
phrase, of the “total mobilization” of 
all our resources is an essential part 
of the art of living to the full. 


THe Enp 





There are no disappointmests to those who love God's will best 
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DIVINE HEALING: What the Bible Miracles Teach 


By PHILIP RAYMOND BOUCHER 
A British Medical Man. 


The subject of divine healing is 
always of importance because of the 
presence in the world of multitudes 
of incurable sufferers who ask God 
in vain for healing of their bodies. If 
the question be asked, “Why should 
it ever occur to any sufferer to ask 
God for healing?”, the answer is 
obvious: it is that our reading of the 
New Testament shows that in the 
days of-Jesus and His apostles suf- 
ferers were healed miraculously by 
the thousand, so why not now? The 
Scriptures tell us that Jesus lives. 
Why does He not heal your body, 
and mine, and the man’s next door? 


Thus, but for the Scriptures, our 
problem would not exist, and the 
question arises “Can it be that we are 
puzzled becausé we are wrong in our 
understanding of what the Scriptures 
teach ?” 


The importance of settling these 
questions lies not so much in the fact 
that incurable sufferers remain in- 
curable — after all, we all have to die 
sometime — as in the stumbling block 
to faith which the absence of healing 
is to very many who are not neces- 
sarily sufferers. 


Our task, then, is first to discover 
what were the reasons for the abund- 
ance of miraculous cures during the 
time of Jesus and the apostles, and 
secondly to see whether the same 
needs for them exist today, for unless 
they do we shall not expect to see 
thousands of Christians being healed 
miraculously of their diseases, nor will 
our faith fail when we do not. 


* * * 


What is Meant by “Divine 
Healing” of the Body 


To those who believe in God the 
Creator, all bodily healing is divine. 
Thus, the mending of a cut, or of a 
broken bone, and the overcoming of 
infections such as measles, tubercu- 
losis, and typhoid fever, are due to 
powers of healing which are placed 
in the body by its Creator, and it is 
to the study and application of the 
laws of these inborn powers that the 
work of the medical man is devoted. 


The kind of bodily healing with which 
this study is concerned, however, is 
that in which the time element is not 
involved, and in which, as in the days 
of Jesus, cure is achieved instantly, 
with a word, and a touch, and is 
described by the word “miraculous.” 


* * * 


Some Misunderstandings 


Our thinking about the miracle 
problem is often unprofitable on ac- 
count of three misleading assump- 
tions :— 


1. THAT LACK OF HEALING IS DUE 
TO LACK.OF FAITH. 


The first of these is that failure to 
obtain healing now is due to lack of 
faith in the sufferer. A little thought 
soon shows how fallacious this is, for 
what every Christian does believe is 
this, that although one day his body 
must inevitably die, nevertheless 
through Jesus Christ he himself has 
everlasting life. We see therefore 
that every Christian already has a 
faith for something which is infinitely 
greater than the healing which, in a 
body doomed to die, in any case can 
only be temporary. 

2. THatT JESUS HEALED SOLELY 

OUT OF SYMPATHY. 

The second assumption is this, that 
the healing miracles of Jesus were 
performed solely for the benefit of 
those healed. That this belief should 
be regarded as a fallacy may seem 
startling, yet here again a little 
thought shows that it is so, for the 
Scriptures make it plain that the 
Power who wrought all miracles was 
God the Father. Thus, Jesus, speak- 
ing to the Jews said “ “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, the Son can do nothing 
of His own accord, but only what He 
sees the Father doing; for whatever 
He does that the Son does likewise’ ” 
(John 5:19). 


The power whereby Jesus wrought 
His cures was not His Own, but that 
of God the Father. Thus Peter, 
speaking to the Jews in Jerusalem 
said “ ‘Jesus of Nazareth a Man at- 
tested to you by God with mighty 


Success is being in the will of God 


works and wonders and signs which 

God did through Him in your midst, 

_ you yourselves know—’” (Acts 
:22 


And of Paul, Luke also wrote 
“God did extraordinary miracles by 
the hands of Paul” (Acts 19:11). 


It follows, therefore, that if all that 
God desired for thousands of suffer- 
ers, during the few years of the 
ministry of Jesus and the apostles, 
was the happiness of healing, during 
the centuries of the Old Testament 
history of Israel He would have be- 
stowed this blessing with an equal 
bounty. But He did not: accounts of 


miraculous healing and of dead-rais- - 


ing in the Old Testament are very 
rare. 


3. THAT THE APOSTLES HAD SUC- 
CESSORS. © _ 

The third belief that may confuse 
our thinking is that when the apostles 
died, there were those who suc- 
ceeded them in office in the Church, 
to whom was handed down the au- 
thority <r given by Jesus to 
the apostles. We: shall see how this 
belief is not justified and that, in 
virtue of their truly unique position, 
some of Jesus’ sayings to the apos- 
tles applied to them alone. 


* * * 


The Source of Disease 


Before we turn to the reasons 
which Jesus Himself gave for His 
miracles of healing, it is. necessary to 
see the deep significance of them. 
Why was there disease present in the 
bodies of these sufferers? The an- 
swer to this question is found in 
several Scriptures. In every example, 
Satan is shown to be instrumental. 


First, from the lips of Jesus, we 
learn the means whereby the body of 
a woman was crippled, when He said 
“And ought not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen years, be loosed 
from this. bond on the sabbath day ?’” 
(Lk. 13:16). And when Peter was 
speaking to Cornelius and his house- 
hold, he said “ ‘You know . . . how 
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Jesus of Nazareth . . . went about 

doing good and healing all that were 

— by the devil’” (Acts 10: 
). 


Again, Jesus was speaking to a man 
in Jerusalem whom He had just cured 


of an illness which he had had for 
thirty-eight years. And “Jesus said to 
him, ‘See, you are well! Sin no more, 
that nothing worse befall you’ ” (John 
5:14). 

From all these examples it may be 
seen that Satan is instrumental in the 
institution of disease in the body, and 
that whereas, as a rule, he gains ac- 
cess because of the sin of the suf- 
ferer, on some occasions, as in the 
cases of Job, Paul, (and the man 
born blind), he gained access because 
God so wills apart from sin. But 
here it is important to observe that 
whenever Jesus, or an apostle, per- 
formed a miracle of healing, what 
happened was that the power of God 
the Father canceled out that which 
had been brought about by the 
power of Satan. 


It is clear in the story of Job that 
the decision that he should suffer 
rested entirely with God. Satan, as 
always, was the executive, but he was 
limited in what he did by God’s au- 
thority, just as he is not permitted to 


tempt us beyond our strength. (See 
1 Corinthians 10:13.) 

In this connection the saying of 
God to Moses recorded in Exodus, 


-chapter four, verse eleven, is of 


interest: “‘Who has. made man’s 
mouth? or Who makes (a man) 
dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is 
it not I, the Lord?’ ” 

Of course, disease inevitably fol- 
lows the persistent defiance of the 
natural laws which define the bodily 
requirements of fresh air and exer- 
cise, nourishment, clothing and clean- 
liness, rest, recreation, and sleep. It 
should be noted, however, that these 
laws are God’s laws, because the body 
is His creation, and if we deliberately 
abuse our bodies we are nevertheless 
responsible for breaking His law. 

* * * 


Jesus’ Own Explanations of 
His Miracles 


We are now in the position to turn 
to Jesus’ own explanations of His 
miracles. The study of these shows 
that they fall into two separate 
groups. ; 

The first group is concerned with 
the relationship of the Man Jesus with 
God the Father, and the second group 
is concerned with the purpose for 
which Jesus came, namely, to deal 
with sin. ? 





Wuat THE AposTLEs OBSERVED: 


1. A man, named Jesus, perform mir- 
acles. 


2. Jesus killed on the cross. 


3. Jesus risen. 


4. Jesus’ ascension. 


5. A sound from Heaven like the rush 
of a mighty wind, filling the house. 
Tongues as of fire, distributed and 
resting on each one of them. 

6. A transformation in themselves. 


7. Miracles performed at their own 
hands. 
(a) speaking in tongues. 


(b) healing of disease. 

8. Miracles performed by others who 
believed, e.g. Stephen—Acts 6:8. 
Philip the deacon — Acts 8. Barna- 
bas— Acts 15:12. Some Ephesians 
— Acts 19:6. 





A summary is here given in tabular form:— 


Wuat was Proven To THEM: 

1. God was in Jesus. 
Jesus had authority to forgive sins 
on 

2. Jesus forsaken by God. 
Jesus received punishment not His 
own. 
That sin matters: God is able to 
forgive righteously because Jesus 
paid the cost. God’s forgiveness 
genuine. God’s love for the world. 

3. Jesus reunited with God: therefore 
sin was purged away by the death 
of Jesus. Satan defeated by Jesus. 
God’s power over death: 

4. His disappearance into the Heavens 
— alive. 

5. The fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to 
re the —— to send His = to 

ievers : outpouri of the 

Spirit on those who believed. 

6. ry were new men, with newness 
of life. 


(a) the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit within them. 
(b) the forgiveness of sin. 

8. Fulfillment of Mark 16:17: “And 
these signs will accompany those who 
believe. . . .” The presence of the 
Holy Spirit in those who believed. 
Hence, the forgiveness of their sins. 
Sin alone separates men from God. 
The death of the One sufficient for 





the-sins of the many. 





~ 


‘THE RELATIONSHIP OF JESUS TO 

Gop THE FATHER. 
There are six sayings in the first 
group, and these make it clear that 
the great purpose of the miracles of 
Jesus was that observers should be 
convinced that He, apparently the son 
of a village carpenter, was indeed the 
Son of God, and the Christ or Mes- 


- siah, and further, that so closely were 


They identified that the Father was 
in the Son, and the Son in the 
Father. 

Here we will consider the two most 
important examples. The eleventh 
chapter of Matthew tells of the im- 
prisonment of John the Baptist, and 
of the doubt concerning the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus which assailed him 
there. So he sent messengers to Jesus 
saying “‘Are you He who is to 
come?’” Jesus knew that plain “Yes” 
would not satisfy John, so He ae 

ohn’s messengers to convey to him 
the evidence which they had observed 
with their own senses. He said “ ‘Go, 
tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have good news preached to 
them’” (Mt. 11:4). : 

Thus in the view of Jesus this 
evidence was all that was necessary 
to satisfy John that the Man Jesus 
was indeed the Messiah. 

The second utterance of Jesus that 
we consider here is in John’s tenth 
chapter. 

Jesus was walking in the temple, 
and the Jews gathered round Him 
and asked him “ “How long will you 
keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.’ Jesus an- 
swered them ‘I told you, and you do 
not believe. The works that I do in 
My Father’s Name they bear witness 
to Me (24). I have shown you many 

works from the Father (32). 
If I am not doing the works of My 
Father, then do not believe Me (37). 
But if I do them even though you do 
not believe Me, believe the works, 
that you may know and understand 
that the Father is in Me and I am in 
the Father’”. (38). This last point, 
as we shall see, has a very important 
significance. 

The four additional Scriptures 
showing the relationship of Jesus to 
God the Father are Luke 11:20, 
John 5:36, John 11:41, and John 14: 

Curist’s MIRACLES AND SIN 


We now consider the second group 
of Jesus’ sayings, which demonstrate 


Psychoanalysis is no substitute for repentance 


NovEMBER 1951 
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the relationship of His miracles with 
sin. 
Repentance 

The first example shows that His 
miracles were intended to bring about 
repentance in those who saw them. 
“Jesus began to upbraid the cities 
where most of His mighty works had 
been done, because they did not re- 
pent. ‘Woe to you Chorazin! woe to 
you Bethsaida! for if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have re- 
pented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. And you, Capernaum, will you 
be exalted to Heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. For if the 
mighty works done in you had been 
done in Sodom, it would have re- 
mained to this day’” (Mt. 11:20, 23). 


Forgiveness 

The second saying is in the fifth 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel, and shows 
that by His miracles of healing Jesus 
proved that He had authority to for- 
give sin. 

A man who was paralyzed had been 
brought to Jesus. And Jesus said to 
him “‘Man, your sins are forgiven 
you.’ And the scribes and the Phari- 
sees began to question, saying, “Who 
is this that speaks blasphemies? Who 
can forgive sins but God only ?? When 
Jesus perceived their questionings He 
answered them, ‘Why do you question 
in your hearts? Which is easier. to 
say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” 
er to say, “Rise and walk”? But that 
you may know that the Son of man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins’ 
—He said to the man who was para- 
lyzed —‘I say to you, rise, take up 
your bed and go home.’ And imme- 
diately he rose before them and took 
up that on which he lay and went 
home, glorifying God.” 

This story shows that it was the 
earthly (7.e. bodily) consequence of 
sin that was removed by the healing, 
which, achieved by the power of God 
the Father, proved forgiveness in 
Heaven. 

Responsibility for Sin 

The third example is in the fif- 
teenth chapter of John’s Gospel, and 
it shows that the effect of the things 
which Jesus said, and of the works 
which He did, was to place the re- 
sponsibility for sin fairly and squarely 
upon the world. He was speaking to 
His disciples of “the world,” and He 
said “If I had not come and spoken 
to them they would not have sin, but 
now they have no excuse for their 
sin. He who hates Me hates My 
Father also. If I had not done among 


them the works which no one else did, 
they would not have sin, but now they 
have seen and hated both Me and My 
Father.” 
Summary 

Jesus’ own explanations for the 
performance of His miracles may now 
be summarized: first, they were to 
prove to those who saw Him His 
identity with God ; secondly, to bring 


about repentance in His observers; 


thirdly, to prove to those who saw 
Him His authority on earth to for- 
give sins; and, lastly, to place the 
responsibility for sin on the shoulders 








_ of these things’. 








The American Physical Society recently 
heard a paper by Dr. Karl B. McEachron, of 
the General Electric Company, expert in light- 
ning, to the effect that New York City is so 
super-charged that 80%, of its lightning travels 
up. In other communities, lightning comes 
down. The super-charged city besieges the 
Heavens with its own bolts, which are without 
thunder as the clouds pick up the electricity 
before it reaches a “peak.” 

Thus it is with all of humanity's sin. The 
Bible speaks on many occasions of the cry of 
the inanimate things that reaches the ears of 
God. Abel's blood cried out from the ground 
(Gen. 4:10). The stones cry out against man 
(Lk. 19:40). The iniquity of Sodom cried out 
to God (Gen. 18:20, 21). 

The day shall come when the process will 
be reversed and all of the lightning of God's 
judgment will fall upon man and His wrath 
will be revealed against ungodliness (Rom. 
1:18). 





of those worldly people who had seen 
and hated Him. 

It should be noted that, whereas 
the Gospel writers state in several 


- places that Jesus had compassion on 


those whom He healed, nevertheless 
it is nowhere recorded that Jesus 
Himself included sympathy among 
the various reasons which He gave 
for doing His works of bodily healing. 


* * * 


The Apostles: The Men to Whom 
God Showed Everything 


We must now turn our attention to 
those other men who performed very 
many — probably thousands — of mi- 
raculous cures. 

Our first inquiry is to determine 
what these men were, and, again con- 
sulting the Scriptures, we find: that 
they were the men, and the only men, 
to whom God proved everything con- 
cerning His new relationship with 
mankind through Christ. The apos- 
tles were chosen to be God’s special 
witnesses or observers. 

First, we have the saying of Jesus 
to the disciples recorded in Matthew 
13:16. “ “Blessed are your eyes, for 
they see, and your ears, for they hear. 
Truly, I say to you, many prophets 
and righteous men longed to see what 
you see,—and to hear what you 
hear —’.” Nevertheless, they did not. 

Secondly, in Luke 24:45, “Jesus 
opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and said to them “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suf- 
fer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance and for- 
giveness of sins should be preached in 
His Name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 

Again, He said to the disciples, 
“You also are witnesses, because you 
have been with Me from the begin- 
ning’” (John 15:27). The impor- 
tance of their having been with Jesus 
“from the beginning” is also shown 
in the speech of Peter (Acts 1:21), 
when he suggested that someone 
should be chosen to take the place of 
Judas Iscariot: “‘So one of the men 
who have accompanied us during all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day 
when He was taken up from us— 
one of these men must become with us 
a witness to His Resurrection.’” 
Hence we see how false is the idea 
that apostolic authority could be 
handed on to any believer who had 
never seen Christ in the flesh. 

(Continued on Page 43) 
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AN ANCIENT STRIKE 

An Egyptian inscription has been discovered 
and the translation published in the Journal of 
Near Eastern Studies showing that workmen ex- 
cavating and decorating the tomb of the Egyptian 
Pharaoh, Rameses III, walked out on a strike 
3001 years ago because their wages were held up. 
When government officials were summoned the 
strikers said, “It is because of hunger and because 
of thirst. There is no clothing, no ointment, no 
fish, no vegetables.” 

The record is incomplete but Professor William 
F. Edgerton who discovered and translated the 
inscription said, “The workers apparently went 
on strike five times in one year when their rations 
were not delivered on time or were inadequate.” 
The need for James 5:1-5 was evident long before 
the time it was written. 


GROWING TENSIONS 


John J. Kane, Instructor of Sociology at the 
University of Notre Dame, told the recent Con- 
vention of the American Catholic Sociological 
Society in Chicago that Protestant-Catholic ten- 
sions are growing in the United States. He 
pointed out that the Christian Century had pub- 
lished 15 articles critical of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the first six months of 1939; but that 
this number had been increased to 41 critical 
articles in the first six months of 1949. At the 
same time America, leading Jesuit weekly, had 
increased its articles critical of Protestantism 
from 8 in 1938 to 14 in 1949. 


SATANIC HOOK 

Warning. The new television program “Faith 
for Today” that has just been begun over Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Company’s network featuring 
R. Allan Anderson of London, England, is a 
presentation of the Seventh Day Adventists. It 
will probably be like their radio program “The 
Voice of Prophecy” which is smoothly covered 
bait with a Satanic hook inside. 


2 CHRONICLES 12 

A very valuable archeological inscription has 
been discovered in Egypt. King Shishak attacked 
Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, and made his own 
records of the raid. The record has been found 
engraved on a wall in Karnak. The general con- 
tent of the inscription is known but the detailed 
translation is not yet available. Second Chronicles, 
chapter 12, tells how Shishak, King of Egypt, 
“came up against Jerusalem, because they had 
transgressed against the Lord, with 1200 chariots, 
and threescore thousand horsemen: and the people 
were without number that came with him out of 
Egypt; the Lubims, the Sukkiims, and the Ethi- 
opians. And he took the fenced cities which per- 


tained to Judah, and came to Jerusalem.”’ Shishak’s 
account on the wall in Egypt tells of his success- * 
ful adventure and recounts that among the booty 
he acquired were golden shields made for ; 
Solomon. 

It should be understood that when the inscrip- © 
tion is finally published, it is still the Bible that 
will be accurate. If the inscription agrees with 
the Bible, it will mean that Shishak was honest 
and that his nations and engravers made no mis- 
take. If there -is a discrepancy between the Bible 
account and, that of Shishak, it will be that 
Shishak falsified the account or that the men who 
made the inscription were in error. We do not 
believe the Bible because. it is confirmed from 
without ; we believe anything from without be- 
cause it is confirmed by the Bible. 


NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES 
Broadcasting in England over the BBC, the 


Rev. C. H. Dodd has given a series of studies on 9% 


contemporary developments in New Testaments 
studiese One interesting paragraph is the follow- 
ing, “If we take a broad survey of books on the 
New Testament published during the last thirty 
years or so, and compare them with work of the 
period before 1914, we cannot fail to observe a 
certain shift of interest. The older works were ; 
occupied predominantly with the discussion of 
questions of authorship and sources. The first 
object of the critic was to determine who wrote 
this or that particular book, whether the author 
to whom it is traditionally attributed or another, 
and on what occasion. The writings thus attrib- 
uted to individual authors were then to be assigned 
to their true place in a chronological series which 
should exhibit an intelligible process of develop- 
ment. It was recognized that certain items in the 
series might be missing, but it was hoped that, by 
careful documentary analyses, lost documents 
might be reconstructed which had served as 
‘sources for those which had survived.’ The 
books of the period became stiff with the names 
and symbols of such hypothetical documents, as 
the process of analysis was pushed to the last 
detail. 

“In more recent work questions of authorship 
and documentary sources are still discussed, but 
they have not anything like so predominant a 
place. To give one striking example, the question 
of the authorship of the Fourth Gospel was dis- 
cussed in the 19th century with an intensity of 
interest which made it seem that the whole credit 
of the Christian religion depended on its solution. 
In more recent work it is subordinate to other 
interests. The heirs of both parties to the old 


dispute — the traditionalist and the liberal — are t/ 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


By DONALD 


NOVEMBER 18, 1951 
Laws for the New Nation 


(Temperance) 
LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 19:7- 
8a; 23:1-13 
Golden Text: “All that the Lord hath 
spoken we will do” (Exodus 19:8). 

The larger lesson, with which teach- 
ers will find it necessary to acquaint 
themselves, extends from Exodus 18 
to 23 and includes the Ten Com- 
mandments (20:1-17). These were 
the basis for the entire law, furnish- 
ing the principles which were ex- 
panded into more detailed instruction 
for man’s relationship toward God 
and his fellows. In view of the fact 
that we shall shortly have a complete 
series of lessons on the Ten Com- 
mandments teachers may feel it wise 
not to deal with them at this point, 
but to develop this lesson along lines 
suggested below. 

The object of this lesson will be to 
show the need for laws; how God 
met that need with standards which 
touch upon all phases of Godward 
and manward relationship; how He 
expects us to keep His laws ; and how 
blessing follows obedience. Teachers 
will not omit, of course, to speak of 
Christ through whom transgressors 
(and that includes all men) are for- 
given, who gives grace to those who 
trust in Him, writing His law in their 
hearts, and enabling them to fulfill 
the requirements of God. 

Lesson Material 

The latter part of chapter 18 intro- 
duces our subject by presenting 
Moses as the judge of the children 
of Israel, sometimes deciding issues 
brought by one person against an- 
other, and at other times trying of- 
fenders and pronouncing penalties 
upon them. In a company of people 
which probably numbered two million 
the need for some court of justice can 
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be easily imagined. Moses found the 
task too heavy for him alone, and 
upon the suggestion of his father-in- 
law he appointed assistant judges, 
—— only major cases for him- 
self. 

Preliminary to the giving of the 
law, the Lord charged Moses. to 
remind the Israelites of His great 
mercy toward them, “How I bare you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you 
unto Myself” (19:4). Hence, the 
first appeal to obedience was on the 
basis of gratitude owed to God for 
His goodness. Then the Lord per- 
suaded them with promises of bless- 
ing to come (vs. 5-6). Thus His 
covenant with His people was intro- 
duced, a covenant which made pros- 
perity dependent upon submission to 
the divine commands. This, of 
course, is not the Gospel, which is 
“a better covenant . . . established 
upon better promises” (Heb. 8:6). 
In Christ blessing is the reward of 
faith. Yet, while we as Christians 
are not saved by the works of the 
law, we delight in obedience to our 
Heavenly Father, and accept His 
prohibitions and exhortations as the 
rules of life. 


Moses on Sinai 

After three days of preparation 
among the Israelites, Moses was 
called to ascend Sinai and receive 
God’s commands. These were sum- 
marized in the “ten words” (20:1- 
17), subsequently written on two 
tables of stone and preserved in the 
ark of the covenant (32:15-16). Then 
God gave to Moses a detailed elab- 
oration of His law (commencing in 
chapter 21), significantly beginning 
with the personal rights of slaves and 
proceeding through a series of in- 
structions on civil and social relation- 
ships to a statement of the religious 
responsibilities of the people toward 
Himself (23:13-19). 

The application of the divine law 
to man-to-man relationships appears 
in 23:1-13, indicated for special em- 
phasis in this lesson. Injustice of 
every kind is condemned and for- 





bidden ; there is to be no false witness 
against the innocent, no showing of 
preference or of prejudice which 
would result in the perversion of 
justice, no acceptance of bribes. On 
the other hand, a poor man is to be 
given justice, an enemy is to be helped 
when in trouble, and every seventh 
year the produce of the land is to be 
common property providing for the 
needs of the poor. In these and other 
ways God insisted upon the principles 
of truth and of kindness in human 
relationships. 

As this lesson is intended to have 
a temperance emphasis, the words of 
23:2, “Thou shalt not follow a multi- 
tude to do evil,” are to the point. 
Those who regulate their lives in 
obedience to the divine will must not 
say that while in Rome it is right to 
do what Rome does. The conduct of 
the majority is not to be accepted as 
our standard of morality. On the 
contrary, when the crowd choosés 
evil a3 its good, the man of God must 
have courage to stand alone. 


Lesson Plan 


1. The Need for the Law 
a. Moses the judge 
b. Yardstick of behavior 


b. Manward responsibilities 
3. The Permanence of the Law 
a. A guide to conduct 
b. Good advice still 
1. It does not occasion surprise 
that, before the Israelites had been 
three months on the march, God made 
them pause in order to lay down a 
code of rules for their relationships 
toward one another and toward Him- 
self. A rough estimate, on the basis 
of the statement of Exod. 12:37, 
is that the pilgrim host numbered 
about two million, which included 
“a mixed multitude” — camp follow- 
ers who were later to prove an 
embarrassment and stumbling-block 
(Num. 11:4). So great was the need 
for the administration of justice that 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, was 
concerned over the demand which this 
made upon him, and persuaded him 
to share the responsibility with others. 
For the preservation of law and 

order among the Israelites it was 
necessary that they be provided with 
a yardstick of behavior. But we 
remember that they stood in a unique 
relationship toward God (19:5-6), 
and it was essential that they should 
know His will for their conduct. 
Hence, the giving of the law, which 
has left us without excuse if we of- 
fend against God’s holiness. 


cannot impress the world by agreeing with it 
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2. The giving of the law was ac- 
companied by scenes which empha- 
sized the exceeding solemnity of the 
occasion. Only Moses was allowed to 
ascend Sinai, indicating the need of 
a mediator through whom sinful men 
may have dealings with a holy God. 
Concerning the Christ who should 
come, the Lord said to Moses, “I will 
raise them up a Prophet . . . like unto 
thee” (Deut. 18:18); yet while like 
Moses in bringing God and men to- 
gether, the infinite superiority of 
Christ shines forth. The law proved 
the minister of death, since it re- 
vealed the sin of men; but Christ is 
the minister of life, reconciling the 
transgressor to the Creator by the 
shedding of His blood. 

The law of Moses was twofold in 
its application: it declared standards 
for human relationship, servant and 
master, man and woman, husband 
and wife, offender and judge, Israel- 
ite and foreigner ; and it also revealed 
God’s requirement from men in 
obedience and worship. Through it 
all shone the love of God, requiring 
that men should show mercy and 
truth toward one.another, and estab- 
lishing means and conditions whereby 
fellowship might be possible between 
earth and Heaven. 


3. The great laws of the book of 
Exodus have become the basis of all 
civilized government, and the prin- 
ciples of the Ten Commandments are 
perpetuated in every code of ethics. 
God does not deal with men today on 
Sinai’s terms. He no longer says, 
“Do this, and live.” The law re- 
vealed man’s inability to carry out 
God’s requirements, a handicap which 
has been answered by the gift of a 
Saviour, who being Himself free 
from guilt is able to succor the guilty. 
Hence, the promise of life for us is 
in the words, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
But does this exonerate us from ob- 
serving the law of God? “Shall we 
sin, because we are not under the law, 
but under grace?” (Rom. 6:15). 
Paul, who asks the question, answers 
it with a shocked protest, reminding 
Christians that though God does not 
deal with them on terms of law, they 
are nevertheless “servants of right- 
eousness.” We are not saved by 
obedience to God’s laws, but being 
saved we shall seek to keep God’s 
laws. 

“Thou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil” is God’s command to us 
still. The argument, “Everybody does 
it,” is an argument to be resisted and 
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refuted when wrong-doing is in- 
volved. Whether it be drinking cock- 
tails or attending darices, “everybody 
does it” should not persuade a Chris- 
tian. We have a higher standard by 
which to determine our conduct than 
the ways of the world, and it is this: 
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” 
(Col. 3:17). 





A King Indeed 

There have been few greater 
kings than Khama, ruler of the 
Bamangwato for over fifty years. 
Khama saw the evils of beverage 
alcohol among his native subjects, 
and introduced laws to prohibit its 
sale. White traders who attempted 
to thwart his will were summarily 
dealt with. This is what he said to 
some who defied his authority: 

“You think you can despise my 
laws because I am a black man. 
Well, I am black, but I am chief 
of my own country. Take every- 
thing you have, strip the iron off 
the roofs, gather all your posses- 
sions, and go. More —if there is 
any other white man here who does 
not like my laws, let him go too. 
I am trying to lead my people ac- 
cording to the Word of God, which 
we have received from you white 
people, and you show us an ex- 
ample of wickedness. Go— and 








never come back!’ 





NOVEMBER 25, 1951 
The People at Worship 
LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 29:43- 
46; 35:21-29 
Golden Text: “Take ye from among you 
an offe unto the Lord: whosoever 
is of a heart, let him it, 
an offering of the Lord; gold, and 4 

and brass” (Exodus 35:5). 

Continuing the story of the child- 
ren of Israel we come to the provi- 
sions made by God for His worship. 
Instructions were given to Moses 
concerning the sanctuary and its 
appointments,.and also the system of 
sacrificial offerings. Moreover, the 
people were invited to erect this house 
of worship by their -own freewill 
gifts. The stipulations concerning 
the Tabernacle and its services were 
as much a part of the law as the com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not kill.” As 
Israel’s divine Ruler, God required 
that His people should worship Him. 
In obedience they would find bless- 
ing ; in forgetfulness and neglect they 
would suffer loss. High among the 
secrets of national prosperity is the 
due acknowledgment of God. 

This lesson affords opportunity for 


lt is what God sees that counts 


emphasizing the principles of stew- 
ardship and indicating the varied 
contributions we may make to the 
service and glory of God. 

Lesson Material 

Once again, the teacher will find it 
necessary to gain acquaintance with 
several chapters in order to have an 
adequate background for the lesson. 
The following chapters are suggested: - 
24, 29 to 31, 35, and 40. 

Passing these in brief review, we 
have in chapter 24 Moses’ summons 
to ascend Sinai a second time that he 
might receive instructions from God 
concerning the Tabernacle and its 
worship. We pass over several chap- 
ters in which particulars of the fur- 
nishings of the Tabernacle were 
given, and come to chapter 29 which 
is concerned with the consecration of 
the priesthood. Note that they could 
have no access into the holy presence 
apart from the shedding and applica- — 
tion of blood (vs. 20-21), in which 


connection read Hebrews 9. 


’ In chapter 30 details are given for 
the altar of incense and the laver of 
brass; and in the next chapter re- 
newed insistence is made upon the 
observance of the Sabbath as a 
covenant sign between God and His 
people. Bezaleel is also named as a 
craftsman specially endowed by the 
divine Spirit for the important work 
of the Tabernacle. 

Coming to chapter 35, after a 
shameful interlude in which the peo- 
ple worshiped the golden calf and 
came under severe penalty for their 
sin, we have a resumption of Moses’ 
interview with the Lord. The speci- 
fications of the Tabernacle having 
been completed, invitation was given 
to the people to bring their offerings 
of varied kinds; and in verses 20-29 
we have the willing response of the 
people, who brought more than was 
necessary (36:5-6). Much of this 
wealth was of Egyptian origin (see 
12:35), but the craftsmanship in 
cloth, wood, and metal was executed 
under the direction of Bezaleel. Our 
last chapter (40) tells of the erection 
of the Tabernacle and the sign of the 
Lord’s approval and presence in the 
descent of the pillar of cloud and of 


fire. God Among His People 

To return to the shorter lesson as 
stated at the head of this article, the 
Lord described the Tabernacle both 
as a place of meeting and of dwelling 
(29:43-46). There He would “meet 
with the children of Israel” and not 
with Moses alone, or even with the 
priests alone. When His people ful- 
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filled the conditions of fellowship, 
God would meet with them and bless 
them. Moreover, the Tabernacle 
would be His dwelling, the sign of 
God’s perpetual presence among His 
people. Compare John 1:14— “The 
Word was made flesh and tabernacled 
among us.’ 

In 35:21-29 the various contribu- 
tions made by the people for the 
structure and furnishing of the Tab- 
ernacle are described. Lange de- 
scribes this as “a charming passage, 
illumined by the clear light of spon- 
taneity, gladsomeness and joy; an 
appearance of New Testament fea- 
tures in the Old Testament.” So 
diverse were the materials required 
that everybody could make his dona- 
tion, some bringing jewelry, some 
animal skins, some woven cloth, some 
metalwork and woodwork, and some 
precious stones. The apostolic in- 
junction for Christian stewardship is 
recalled: “as God hath prospered 
him” (1 Cor. 16:2). 

Lesson Plan 
House of Worship 
God's requirement 
Our blessing 
Provision ee Pardon 


1. The preface to the Ten Com- 
mandments was a demand for the 
undivided love and loyalty of the 
children of Israel. “I am the Lord 
thy God, which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. Thou shalt have no 
other gods before Me” (Exod. 20: 
2-3). By their acceptance of the law 
(19:8) the people had entered into 
a covenant relationship with God, and 
His next step was to provide a place 
and a condition whereby fellowship 
would become possible. Hence, the 
summons of Moses into the mount 
and the instructions given for the 
Tabernacle. The worship of God 
was not made optional but demanded 
as the rightful recognition due to 
Him from His liberated people. 

God has a claim upon our worship 
still, and in compliance there is bless- 
ing. As the children of Israel found 
happiness in bringing their love of- 
ferings for the sanctuary, so we may 
find reward as we make our gifts and 
offer our praises. “I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1) is 
the common experience of all who 
have tasted the delights of the sanc- 
tuary. Burdens are lifted, problems 
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are solved, strength is bestowed, as- 
surance is deepened, fellowship is 
made sweeter, life obtains purpose, 
God becomes more real — all this and 
more awaits those who seek the Lord 
in His house. ° 


2. However, before fellowship was 
possible between God and His people 
reconciliation was necessary. The 
worshiper needed cleansing from sin 
before he could appear before a holy 
God. Priests and people alike must 
acknowledge their unworthiness and 
submit to rites which emphasized the 
fact of sin and its separating power. 

Only an adequate appreciation of 
the heinousness of sin can enable us 
to understand the system of sacrifices 
and ablutions which the Tabernacle 
ritual provided. Sin involves death; 
the death of the sinner himself, un- 
less he is repentant, and even then 
the death of a substitute. There can 
be no escape from the penalty, other- 
wise there is no moral order in the 
universe. If men can transgress and 
no penalty be exacted, then justice 
ceases to exist. Hence, sin’s punish- 
ment must be borne either by the 
offender or by another. This was the 
teaching of the sacrifices continually 
offered upon Hebrew altars. 


3. But they had another sublimer 
purpose. They pointed to Christ and 
His cross; indeed, every detail of 
the Tabernacle and its services had 
some application to God’s plan of 
salvation through His only-begotten 
Son. That was the reason for the 
divine insistence upon scrupulous at- 
tention to every specification. One 
point omitted or misinterpreted, and 
the entire picture would be blurred. 

The best commentary on the Mosaic 
system is the epistle to the Hebrews, 
where Christ is presented as the ful- 
fillment of the law and the once-for- 
all sacrifice for the sins of men. What 
“the blood of bulls and of goats” 
could not do, Jesus has accomplished 
by the offering of Himself. “This 
man, after He had offered one sacri- 
fice for sins for ever, sat down on the 
right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). 
“Neither by the blood of goats and 
calves, but by His own blood He en- 
tered in once into the holy place, hav- 
ing obtained eternal redemption for 
us” (Heb. 9:12). “Having therefore, 
brethren, liberty to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus .. . let 
us draw near” (Heb. 10:19, 22). 
God, who expects our worship, has 
provided a way into His presence 
blood-stained by the sacrifice of His 
Son. Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 


There is much prayer that is panic 
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A Doubting ee 


Peop’ 
LESSON TEXT: NUMBERS 14: 
~~ ae 
“If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our 


Golden Text: 


sins, and to us from all unright- 
eousness” (I John 1:9). 

What kind of people were they for 
whom Ged punished Pharaoh and his 
people, setting them free from Egyp- 
tian bondage with signs and wonders, 
and leading them forth with blessings 
experienced and promises bestowed? 
This is the question which has an- 
swer in today’s lesson— an answer 
which exposes the depravity of the 
human heart in contrast with the 
grace and goodness of God. The 
children of Israel are revealed as 
people of poor memories, of easy dis- 
couragements, of frequent complain- 
ings, of shameful ingratitudes, of 
tragic disobediences, and of incredi- 
ble sins. 

Three thoughts will be uppermost 
in our study and development of this 
lesson. First, the indiscriminate grace 
of God who set His favor on such a 
people, thus anticipating the words 
of His incarnate Son when He said, 
“T came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.” Second, the 
patience of the Lord with frail, err- 
ing, rebellious humanity, compelling 
us to find comfert in His own decla- 
ration, “I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed” (Mal. 3:6). Third, the 
consequences of aggravated disobedi- 
ence bringing calamity upon unbeliev- 
ing Israel and warning us that “what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 

Lesson Material 

Several chapters are appointed for 
teacher study, beginning with Exodus 
32 which records the incident of the 
golden calf. This affront to the ma- 
jesty of Jehovah took place while 
Moses was in audience with the Lord 
for the purpose of receiving the law. 
The feeble acquiescence of Aaron in 
this act of idolatry suggests the un- 
reliability of human leadership, even 
religious leadership. So great was 
this sin in God’s sight that stern 
measures were taken against the of- 
fenders. 

Turning to the book of Numbers, 
the larger lesson embraces chapters 
11 to 14. The first of these chapters 
opens with the statement of Israel’s 
complaining against God, which oc- 
casioned the death of some of them 
by fire. Immediately afterward, how- 
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ever, they are found expressing dis-- 


content because of the lack of flesh 
to eat. They had manna, but were not 
satisfied with that. As a resulc of 
Moses’ intercession for them, God 
sent them flesh in the form of quails. 
Authorities tell us that these birds 
may often be caught by hand even 
today when they exhaust themselves 
in flight. The provision of this food 
was accompanied by punishment upon 
some of the offenders as a further 
warning -against faithlessness. But 
subsequent occurrences showed how 
little the people benefited from such 
lessons. 

In Exodus 12 we have the sad story 
of Miriam’s disloyalty to Moses as 
leader of God’s host. As his older 
sister, Miriam may have resented his 
marriage without her approval; but 
when Miriam and Aaron began to 
show a spirit of subversiveness and 
rebellion, God intervened. “Because 
the woman was the leader in this 
threat to Moses’ authority she bore 
the penalty. The magnanimous spirit 
of her great brother appears in his 
plea on her behalf, which limited her 
punishment to seven days. In this 
God again displayed His unwilling- 
ness to brook any affront to his au- 
thority, either vested in His own 
person or in His chosen representa- 
tive. 

The Borders of Canaan 

At this point in the record Israel 
had reached the southern border of 
the land of Canaan, their intended 
destination. Chapter 13 tells of the 
selection of twelve men, one from 
each tribe, to explore the land in 
order to develop a strategy of attack. 
Their task was accomplished with 
thoroughness, for they penetrated to 
the far north of the country, and 
returned bearing evidence of the ex- 
treme fertility of the land. But their 
report was qualified with a “never- 
theless” (13:28). Attractive though 
Canaan was, it was occupied by fierce 
and strong tribes, who lived in 
strongly-defended cities. 

So we come to 14:1-11 which is 
the heart of the lesson. The discour- 
aging report of the spies reacted upon 
the rest of the people in the usual 
way. They began to complain bitterly 
against their leaders and against God. 
So great was their despair that they 
actually suggested appointing a new 
leader and returning to the bondage 
from which they had been delivered. 
Small wonder that Moses and Aaron 
fell on their faces to implore the 
mercy of God on such a faithless 
crowd! Two men alone spoke up 


with words of trust and hopefulness 
—Caleb and Joshua, two of the 
twelve spies. They declared their 
confidence in God and exhorted the 
people to have no fear for the in- 
habitants of the land. But in the 
hysteria of unbelief the Israelites 
began to stone these two brave souls, 
and probably would have killed them 
had not the Lord intervened by mani- 
festing His glory in the sight of all 
(v. 10). 

Provoked by this display of in- 
gratitude and unbelief, the Lord 
would have disinherited Israel and 
made a new beginning in Moses 
(v. 12). But Moses again played the 
part of intercessor, pleading that any 
abandonment of the people would 
give occasion to the heathen to blas- 
pheme His name. Thus the Lord 
showed mercy even in His wrath, 
promising that though the offending 
generation of Israel should never 
occupy the land of promise, He would 
bring their children into its enjoy- 
ment. Caleb and Joshua alone of 
adult Israel would enter Canaan at 
the end of forty years’ wandering in 
the wilderness (v. 33). 

Lesson Plan 

1. Preserved by God's Patience 

a. Pinney provoked 

b. Unfailingly forgiving 
2. The Border of Blessing 

a. Theirs to possess 

b. The forfeiture of unbelief 
3. A Magnificent Minority 

a. Standing alone 

b. Rewarded of God 

1. Recalling the last lesson let us 
ask: What did the children of Israel 
do while Meses was receiving the Ten 
Commandments from God? Refer- 
ring back to Exodus 32 the story of 
their idolatry may be told. This was 
not an isolated act of rebellion against 
God and His appointed leader. Our 
larger lesson contains several ac- 
counts of shameless ingratitude on 
the part of the people. Before we 
condemn we need to examine our own 
hearts. How often we are guilty of 
grieving the One who has done so 
much for us! 

The divine patience with this com- 
plaining, insubordinate mob of peo- 
ple shines forth from our story. God 
had to punish offenders, if only as a 
warning to the rest; but He did not 
abandon His people in spite of their 
repeated provocations. Moses again 
and again proved an effective inter- 
cessor for sinning Israel. His pleas 
were heard and accepted, and the peo- 
ple were spared. How much do we 
owe to our blessed Lord who “ever 
liveth to make intercession” for us 


(Heb. 7:25) ! For this reason, we are 
told, “He is able also to save them to 
the uttermost who come unto God by 
Him.” For all -our unworthiness, 
God will not forsake us if we have 
saving faith in Christ, but will pre- 
serve us to the end that we may be 
partakers of His eternal kingdom. 

2. Their disobedience notwith-— 
standing, God brought His people to 
the border of Canaan. At Kirjath- 
jearim they were but a step from 
their inheritance. The promise given 
so long before to Abraham (Gen. 
12:1-3) was ripe for fulfillment. 

Two things kept the people from 
entering into their possessions—fear 
and faithlessness. When God calls 
us to a great task, or sets before us a 
glorious -prospect, these may still 
cheat us from our inheritance. Fear 
of others (what they may think ; what 
they may say; what they may do) 
and fear of ourselves (our inade- 
quacies, our possible losses) are the 
twin enemies of accomplishment. But 
neither can survive in the presence of 
faith. They only exist where God’s 
power and love are questioned, for 
once we are sure of His care and His 
capacity we shall be ready to do ex- 
ploits in His name. 

Israel lost the blessing for an en- 
tire generation because of unbelief. 


- How much we may lose in this life 


of achievement, and service, and the 
sense of divine approval, because we 
hold back when God commands us to 
advance ! 


3. Of the twelve spies, two alone 
ventured everything on God. Caleb 
and Joshua dared to be a minority of 
faith. At the time it looked as though 
their loyalty brought nothing but loss 
(it often looks that way when men 
stand for principles against expedi- 
ency. and compromise!), but history 
was to tell a different story. God 
never fails those who are true to Him. 
The book of Joshua tells how the 
Lord fulfilled His word to these stal- 
warts (see chapter 14 for Caleb’s 
great epic). 

Said Paul the apostle, “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love His 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8). Who 
will dare to be among the Master’s 
minority that they may share in the 
coming prize? 

(Continued on Page 35) 


Trust without worry; surrender without complaint; obey without hesitation 
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Communism, Democracy and Catholic 
Power. Paul Blanshard. Boston, Beacon 
Press. 340 p. $3.50 
Blanshard’s former book, American Free- 

dom and Catholic Power, was received with 
great misgivings by the Roman church. 
Everywhere attempts were made to ban it. 
It was almost impossible to obtain a copy 
in some book stores, and many of the better 
stores had their copies hidden under the 
counter. I saw a book salesman look around 
after I had asked to see a copy, and then 
stoop to get it, and bring it up with a gesture 
akin to that which might be imagined as the 
movement of a bootlegger. 


That the Roman church was nettled by 
the volume could be seen by the way the 
reviewers in the Catholic press handled it. 
An even greater indication of their concern 
is to be found in the fact that Professor 
James O'Neill, of the faculty of the Catholic 
Brooklyn College, and occasional writer for 
the Jesuit weekly America, is publishing a 
volume this next month under the. title 
Catholicism and American Freedom. 


In the meantime Paul Blanshard has pub- 
lished a new volume under the title Com- 
munism, Democracy and Catholic Power. 
This will be a much more difficult volume 
for the Catholic apologist to answer. 


Blanshard opens his discussion as follows: 
“Probably no aspect of world affairs is more 
carefully avoided by American writers today 
than the fundamental resemblance between 
the Vatican and the Kremlin.” I would 
like to point out that I have maintained the 
existence of this similarity throughout my 
editorial life, which is by now in its majority. 
I have known that the present warfare in 
the world is one between the Devil and 
Satan, and that the forces of the enemy are 
divided against themselves even as the Lord 
Jesus Christ announced. 


I find myself in a dilemma when I review 
Blanshard's books, because I am a born- 
again Christian who sees the evil in the 
Roman position, but who also sees the evil 
in Blanshard's position. Blanshard does 
not write from the point of view of a Chris- 
tian, but from the point of view of a 
Socialist. It therefore becomes very possible 
for the Roman apologists to find great flaws 
in Blanshard's arguments, not realizing that 
there are flaws in their answers which expose 
a situation just as dangerous as that in 
Communism. John B. Sheerin, the editor of 
the outstanding Catholic World, begins his 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 


be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





New Hooks 


review of Blanchard. by quoting Herbert 
Brucker’s review in the Saturday Review of 
Literature. I went back to Brucker’s review 
and found the following: “This book ought 
to be read thoughtfully by every American. 
Unfortunately, it is likely to be read emo- 
tionally. The prospective reader will tend 
to approach it with relish or with hostility, 
depending on where he stood two years ago 
on Paul Blanshard’s American Freedom and 
Catholic Power. . . . It is good that we are 
still free enough to have such a book pub- 
lished. After all, this country is dedicated 
to the freedom of the human mind.” 


Sheerin does not quote this sentence from 
Brucker’s review, but the following: “So 
one can take it for granted that the Church 
as an organization, with the backing of much 
of the rank and file, will attack this book 
as violently as it attacked its predecessor.” 
The Romanist editor. does not attempt to 
answer the asseverations of Blanshard but 
skips lightly around them. “I must be a 
feeble defender of the faith,” he writes. 
“Not having had my bow! of wheaties this 
morning I fear I cannot generate the fury 
Mr. Brucker expects to find in Catholic 
commentators. In fact, I fell asleep in my 
armor while reading this heavy tome.” 


But Blanshard’s presentation cannot be 
laughed off. He does make his point, and 
at the same time does show the weakness in 
his own position which the Roman writer 
is quick to penetrate. Let us continue with 
the Catholic review: “Indeed I have a 
suspicion that Mr. Blanshard’s excitement is 
rather synthetic. He labors on for almost 
300 pages tracing the outline of Catholicism 
and describing it as the dead spit of Soviet 
Communism in its structure’ of power, its 
deification of its leaders, its thought control, 
its manipulation of truth, its censorship, and 
its strategy of propagating the faith.” 


Sheerin then turns to the last chapter of 
Blanshard and takes one sentence and tries 
to blow it up to the point where it will hide 
all the evil in the Vatican system. Blanshard 
does conclude by saying, “One [Rome] is a 
messenger of personal gentleness and love; 
the other [Moscow] represents ruthlessness 
and force. One represents the traditions 
and values of our economic society; the other 
insists on complete economic and social 
revolution. One teaches faith in a personal 
God and hope for personal immortality; the 
other is hostile to all the central tenets of 
orthodox religion.” The Catholic then 
states that the ordinary reader would con- 
clude, ““Not such a bad Church after all. . . . 
A plague on both your books if they attack 
‘a messenger of personal gentleness and 
love!” “ 


What Mr. Sheerin does not see is that 
Satan presents himself at times as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour, and at 
times as an angel of light, with his ministers 
transformed as ministers of righteousness. 
Blanshard states that both Communism and 





- the human mind.” 






Romanism “represent the same type of in- 
tellectual climate of authoritarian rule over 


Beyond any question 
Blanshard is correct. But Sheerin says, “The 
Vatican must plead guilty. She does rule 
with authority. The founder of the Church 
was_a Man of authority. The Bible says 
that He ‘spake with autherity and not as 
the Scribes and Pharisees.” He promised to 
pass on that authority to His Church and we 
Catholics have never been able to get re- 
spect for authority out of our blood.” 

The Roman spokesman cannot deny all 
that Blanshard sets forth so he hides behind 
a supposed divine right of the clergy. Here 
is the heart of the Roman error as the Lord 
Jesus Christ never meant for men to have 
the power, but He meant for the Holy Spirit 
to rule in the hearts of humble men and 
women who would make no pretence to 
earthly power, possessions, or authority. 
Peter, who claimed in his first epistle that the 
Lord Jesus was the rock upon which the 
church was built, commands all those who 
are to take a place of leadership in the 
church that they shall not “lord it over 
God’s heritage.” This round of the fight 
goes to Blanshard. 

But there is another round of the fight, 
and Sheerin wins it handsomely. He con- 
tinues: “Blanshard would settle all problems 
by-a vote of the people rather than by 
authority. That, so he says, is the only way 
in a Democratic country. Take a refer- 
endum of the American people, Catholics, 
Protestants, and Jews, and if they vote for 
divorce, birth control, abortion, let them 
have their way. Above all, don’t let any 
dogmatic authoritarianism say them nay. 
But it is perfectly ridiculous to put the 
eternal, unchangeable law of God to a vote 
of the people even when that law impinges 
upon politics, economic, education, or social 
affairs. To vote on God's law is about as 
sensible as taking a vote of students on their 
guess as to the answers to mathematical 
problems. 

“Certainly there is a resemblance between 
the Vatican and the Kremlin. There is a 
resemblance between an armed policeman 
and an armed assassin, between a powerful 
serum and a powerful poison. Blanshard 
admits there are differences between Moscow 
and Rome but he claims that these are only 
differences in aim and purpose and not dif- 
ferences in the permanent politics of power. 

“Only in aim and purpose? It is purpose 
that makes all the difference between heaven 
and hell. American military power is 
similar to Soviet military power but it has 
a different purpose: the surgeon with a 
knife has a different purpose from the cut- 
throat with a knife. 

“Now what is the purpose of the Vatican? 
In Blanshard’s own words, the Vatican ‘is 
a messenger of personal gentleness and love.” 
Briefly, the Kremlin and the Vatican are as 
like as two eggs, one of which is bad.” 

I suppose that when the editor of the 
Catholic World finished the review with 
that neat little simile he smiled at himself 
as a man is tempted to smile when he knows 
he has written a pat line and a neat phrase. 
But let. us put an X-ray on those two eggs. 
One of them is bad. Blanshard admits the 
rottenness of the Soviet egg. The Vatican 
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admits the rottenness of the Soviet egg. ‘I 
admit the rottenness of the Soviet egg. We 
are all agreed. But let us candle the other 
égg. It is fertile. But now comes the im- 
portant question: What kind of a bird is 
the Vatican egg going to hatch? Look in 
the barnyard of history. Do not look at the 
bird that may be warming the egg, for there 
are some birds, like cuckoos, which lay 
their eggs in the nests of other birds. Has 
the Vatican egg hatched in any place? Look 
in France's Spain. Look in Peron's 
Argentina. Watch the smoke curl up from 
the ruins of the Protestant churches burned 
in Colombia last year. The Roman Catholic 
egg is undoubtedly fertile. But it hatches 
into a vulture. Mr. Blanshard is political 
ornithologist enough to recognize the breed 
and to be afraid. He knows that vulture 
eggs hatch into. vultures. We are with him 
a thousand per cent that we do not want 
the Vatican to hatch its breed any further 
in the United States. 

But we find ourselves on a center that 
is not in Mr. Blanshard’s circle, nor in the 
Vatican circle. Our center is Christ and the 
Bible, and that alone. Around that center 
we draw ellipses, one of which reaches into 
Blanshard’s circle and finds a common area in 
his segment of truth, and another of which 
reaches into the Roman circle and finds a 
common area in its segment of truth. 

The child of God who knows and obeys 
the truth of God can never take human rea- 
son for his final court of appeal, as does Mr. 
Blanshard. He can never take the domineer- 
ing authoritarianism of the Roman church 
and its tradition as final court of appeal as 
does the Romanist. Our final court of 
appeal will ever be the Word of God. And 
before that bar both parties in this dispute 
stand condemned. 


D.G.B. 





The most popular series preached 
over the air by Dr. De Hean on his world- 


wide broadcast of the Redio Bible Class. The popu- 
larity of the series wes given mention in TIME and 
megatines. $2.00 


Other books by Dr. DeHeen 
The Jew and Palestine in Prophecy - $2.00 
Revelation - $2.50 
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YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 3 JT 7 my 
SUBSTITUTES GREETING CARDS 
Support your own missionary. A native of pe hy These 


Africa or India can be supported for $35 - 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with tzako peapde concious Hat CHRESTana ie Quits i fe Soest 
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89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 





ITAL EXPOSITIONS for 


BIBLE STUDENTS! 
The “Christ in the Bible” Series 


These fresh and original book expositions by Dr. A. 8. Simpson 
n library. They abound with vivid, living 
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Exodus I Corinthians 
Leviticus The Gospel of Matthew Galatians and Ephesians 
Numbers and Deuteronomy The Gospel of Mark Philippians and Colossians 
Joshua The Gospel of Luke Thessalonians, Timothy 
Judges, Ruth and Samuel The Gospel of John and Titus 
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles The Acts of the Apostles Hebrews 
Kings and Prophets of Israel Romans James 
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Order by title. $2.00 per volume. 
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You May Order Your 
Christmas GIFT BOOKS 
from ETERNITY Book Service 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE makes it possible for you to “Christmas 
Shop" for books through this ONE convenient source. We will 
gladly obtain for you, at regular publisher's advertised prices, any 
Christian book of your choice. If it is out of print, we will make 
every effort to locate it for you. All you need do is enclose a check 
or money order with your order. If possible, please designate the 
publisher's name. : 


Just A Few of Many Evangelical Book Suggestions 

“The Gospel According to Matthew.” A verse by verse exposition by Arno C. Gaebelein. 
Van Kampen Press. 629 p. $4.00. A must for anyone interested in the study of Matthew. 
“The Letters of St. Paul and Hebrews." An excellent paraphrase by Arthur $. Way. Clears 
up many vague and difficult passages. Moody Press. 228 p. $2.50. 

“God's Methods for Holy Living,” by D. G. Barnhouse. $2.00. A one volume edition of 
messages originally addressed by the author at Keswick, England. 

When ordering books listed above, 


please fill out coupon and mail this 
SCOFIELD BIBLES ot cheat dite 


" with Reference Notes 
ideal for pupils, missionaries, friends§ — — — — — — we we ewe ewe we ee — = 
Available through ETERNITY BOOK ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
SERVICE at the reduced price of $2.75. |p. ©. Box 2000, Phila. 3, Pa. 
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“A novel of dramatic power and 
rare spiritual 
understanding — 
the story of a 
soul reborn.” 


The 
Hem 


OF HIS 


Garment 


By Argye M. Briggs 
Author of “Root Out Of Dry Ground” 


THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT is Argye 
Briggs’ splendid new story of Sharon 
Simpson Kent, her early faith, her sense 
of futility and fear, and her finding of 
the true meaning of Christian faith for 
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her everyday life and problems. 


A FAMILY BOOKSHELF SELECTION 





It contains the same dramatic power of the 
author's first book, ROOT OUT OF DRY 
GROUND, which has been translated into 
seven languages, and is a rewarding book, 
particularly for younger women perplexed 
by apparent irreconcilables of faith and life. 


$3.00 Atv 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 








Wm. B. Eerdmans 





APPALLING FOOD SHORTAGE IN ISRAEL 


_ There is very acute suffering due to hunger and malnutrition in 
». the Holy Land. One Hebrew Christian writes as follows: 
“My wife and I are both fervent believers and servants of the 
' Lord Jesus. We came to Israel from England ‘two years ago to 
be near the place where Christ will descend upon Jerusalem to 
take up His glorious reign. It is well known that we are Hebrew 
Christians because we tell of the true Messiah and try to bring 
salvation to all who will lend an ear. For this we are enduring 
persecution and social boycott. I find it hard to get work. My 
sole support for wife and child comes from the poorly paid wages 
= ey | Peltz of an occasional day's hard work. My wife has lost weight and 

eta 7 is weak and we both are undernourished beyond recognition. 
“Please send us some essential and sustaining food which we lack so completely. 
May the Lord make you see the position we lonely Hebrew Christians are in amongst 
thousands who are rejecting our Saviour.” 

OUR TOWER OF STRENGTH 

Another Jewish believer in our Lord writes: 
“I am very grateful for your CARE food parcel just received. The food situation 
gets worse here from day to day. I have now so little strength that I can work only 
a few days a week and that with hardship. We are praying and witnessing increas- 
ingly. Our faith has never been as strong as it is now. The Lord is our Tower of 
Strength and without Him I would have broken long ago.” 
This Hebrew Christian Lrother implores us to pray for him and others in their critical 
plight. How can we do otherwise when our Lord bids us feed the hungry? (Matt. 
25:40). 





$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a 
needy family in Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support one of our Hebrew Christian 
orphans in our Children’s Home in Germany. 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent on 
request. Address communications to: 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance 


U. S. A. "Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. N 91 Bellevue Ave. 





Chicago 25, Illinois Toronto, Ontario 
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“Tried by Fire,” Exposition of i Peter. 
F. B. Meyer. Grand Rapids, Baker Book 
House. 218 p. $2.50. 


This volume is the first of the Meyer 
Reprint Series, which consist of the Biblical 
expositions of F. B. Meyer of Christ Church, 
London. This pulpit master was probably 
unsurpassed in his generation as a writer 
of devotional and expository material. “Tried 
by Fire,” an. exposition of 1 Peter, im- 
mediately vindicates such appraisal. 

Much preaching which purports to be 
expository is in reality the mere imposition 
of devotional sentiment upon the Word of 
God. Not so with Meyer's handling of 
Scripture. His verse-by-verse, phrase-by- 
phrase, and sometimes word-by-word an- 
alysis of the text results in a thrilling unfold- 
ing of God's truths in their Scriptural and 
contextual sequence. This concatenated ap- 
proach is supplemented by a helpful compar- 
ing of Scripture with Scripture—the illumi- 
nation of one segment of the Word with 
light from other segments—thus allowing 
the Word to be its own interpreter. This is 
expository preaching in its safest, sanest, and 
most solid form. ; 

There is a moderate use of extra-Biblical 
illustrative material, expertly chosen and 
definitely “undated.” By the latter descrip- 
tion we merely point up the contrast between 
illustrations which belong strictly to their 
generation, or decade, as over against those 
that are relatively timeless. Dr. Meyer had 
the happy faculty of using illustrations of the 
latter category—also those provocative of 
universal, rather than merely local interest. 
In such reference, it should perhaps be indi- 
cated, however, that the moving quality of 
his messages does not depend upon the 
brilliancy of his illustrative material—as in 
the case of some sermons, but rather upon 
the power, the vividness, and the clarity with 
which God's Word -is expounded. 

“Tried by Fire” is not a volume to be 
read hurriedly and then cast aside, but rather 
a tremendously helpful commentary on 1 
Peter to which students of the Word, 
whether ministers or laymen, will want to 
refer again and again. 


G.S. 


Basic Christian Ethics. Paul Ramsay: New 
York, Scribners. 388 p., Bibliography, 
Indexes. $3.75. 


There is need for a good volume on the 
subject of Christian ethics, but we doubt 
vhat this one fulfills the need for two rea- 
sons. First, and most practically, we believe 
that this book will be over the heads of most 
readers, and that Professor Ramsay (of 
Princeton University), has not brought his 
subject to the place where it will be really 
useful for any except those who have had 
high technical: training: The book shows 
the marks of having been written with the 
hope that it would become a college text- 
book, and while it breathes deep sincerity, 
we believe that it does not truly state what 
Christian ethics really are. The second rea- 
son for rejecting the book is the book's own 
rejection of the Biblical Christian position. 
One sentence will be enough to demonstrate 
this: ““We have observed that in the main, 
contemporary Christian thought has aban- 
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doned the idea of the inheritance of sin 
from Adam. How, then, account for the 
origin of sin? The only answer that can be 
given to this question is that sin does not 
originate from anything besides man’s own 
will. This is the ultimate meaning of 
‘origifial’ sin: that every man is his own 
Adam, sin originates with him, he does not 
sin on account of anything. The evil which 
man does because of ignorance, bad environ- 
ment, etc., may indeed be evil, but not on 
that account sinful.” In the. light of even 
that one sentence we must say that what- 
ever ethics the author is writing about they 
cannot be called Christian ethics. 


D.G.B. 


Democracy and the Churches. James Hast- 
ings Nichols. Philadelphia, Westminster 
Press. 284 p., Notes, and Index. $4.50. 


The author is a solidly-trained historian 
who assesses the trends since the time of the 
Reformation that have brought about 
modern liberal democracy. He is especially 
interested in showing the part that has come 
from Roman Catholic influences and the 
part that has come from Protestant influences. 
He finds that “democracy owes more to 
nonconformity than to any other single 
movement.’ In this reviewer's opinion the 
essential points on this subject have been 
better and more clearly stated by J. Wesley 
Bready, in his “This Freedom—Whence?” 
To me the must interesting chapter con- 
cerned the reception of the democratic idea 
into the Roman Catholic world, namely the 
impact of the French Revolution on the Gal- 
lican Church. There is also a good chapter 
on the subject of liberal ideas as set forth in 
the encyclicals of Leo XIII and Pius X, but 
we believe that this chapter should be coun- 
terbalanced with a greater show of the lack 
of practice of the principles in whatever 
states were or are dominated by Roman in- 
fluence. The last section of the book seems 
to show clearly that the Roman Catholic 
Church has been more effective in champion- 
ing the down-trodden and in fighting the 
battle for human rights than have any 
Protestant organizations. 


D.G.B. 


The Interlinear Hebrew-English Old Tes- 
tament. Vol. I, Genesis and Exodus. 
Edited by George Ricker Berry. Grand 
Rapids, Zondervan. 403 p. $3.00. 


Sixty years ago when Hebrew was more 
commonly studied than it is today, an inter- 
linear edition of the Hebrew Old Testament 
was brought out. A few years ago a Chi- 
cago firm reproduced the old volumes photo- 
graphically, and now Zondervan has taken 
over the work. In addition to the Hebrew 
text and the English interlinear translation, 
there is the Authorized Version in a left 
hand column and the Revised Version in the 
right. Unfortunately, there will be few men 
who can use the book, but it is of very great 
value for those who can. 


D.G.B. 
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Separate Church and State Now. Joseph 
Martin Dawson. New York, Richard R. 
Smith. 175 p., Appendices, Index. $2.50. 
Although this book has been published 

for three years it is still of some value for 
those who must be informed on the growing 
struggle which the actions of the Roman hier- 
archy is forcing upon the American people. 
Dr. Dawson, an eminent leader of the 
Southern Baptist Church, was one of the 
leaders in the organization of that badly 
named but much necded movement known 
as “Protestants and Other Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State,” some- 
times known as POAU. Off lasting value 
are the many quotations from Catholic 
sources showing their undeviating opposition 
to democratic principles; and their unswerv- 
ing purpose to gain political control of all 
nations. 


D.G.B. 


The Church in History. B. K. Kuiper. 
Grand Kapids, Eerdmans. 482 p., Index, 
Charts, Illustrations, Maps. $4.95. 

At last a good manual of Church history 
which can be comprehended by a non-tech- 
nical person. The book is prepared on the 
level of the high school student and is writ- 
ten like a school textbook of that grade. The 
volume was prepared under the auspices of 
the National Union of Christian Schools, but 
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if there is anyone who wants a knowledge 
of church history without wading through 
great tomes, here is the answer. The volume 
is solidly conservative, and the facts of his- 
tory are not distorted to fit the prejudices of 
someone who has an axe to grind. Anyone 
who wants to get a little culture, and who 
can devote a few winter evenings to a most 
interesting setting forth of the story of the 
church throughout the ages, is bound to 
profit exceedingly by this book, and perhaps 
acquire a taste for more serious history. 


D.G.B. 


A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 23) 
often content to leave the matter un- 
certain. Their real interest lies else- 
where.” 

Mr. Dodd then proceeds to give 
reasons for this shift of interest. In 
my opinion he leaves out the most 
important one. He would call me a 
traditionalist and I would call-him a 
liberal, but he fails (and it seems to 
me that there is a lack of honesty in 
his failure) to mention the fact that 
fragments of the Gospel of John 
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have been discovered that date from 
before the year 100 and thereby the 
proof of the traditionalist date has 
been established by archaelogical facts 
beyond any possible question.. This 
is why there has been a shift in the 
emphasis. The modernist lost the 
battle, but is still trying to hide the 
defeat. It all rises out of the unwill- 
ingness of the liberal to believe in 
the inspiration of the Scriptures— 
not the inspiration of the men but of 
the documents. 


APPOINTMENT OF GABRIEL 

Many papers have reported the 
further blasphemy of the pope in 
publishing the announcement that he 
has appointed the Archangel Gabriel 
as patron of Telec communications. 
That a man should have the preten- 
sion of being able to reach up to 
Heaven and announce the appoint- 
ment of one of God’s mightiest angels 
is nothing short of blasphemy, and 
illustrates perhaps best of all, the 
fact that the great whore is filled with 
names of abominations. Surely this 
activity is an abomination. 


BROTHERHOOD 

The magnificent 26-room mansion 
of J. M. Wainwright, outside of New 
York, in West Chester County, has 
been bequeathed to an organization 
known as “The Laymen’s Movement 
for a Christian World.” The name 
of the organization would have been 
a give away, and the names of some 
of the ministers connected with the 
movement are even more revealing. 

The place is to be used to gather 
men of all creeds and races together 
for conferences. There will un- 
doubtedly be the usual resolutions 
and expressions of opinion that men 
ought to be brothers. In the rest of the 
world Cain will keep on murdering 
Abel. 





Seminars 
in Religious Freedom 


oR He 

( @e 

1. § anyone Should 

wr to discuss intelligent el? 
d e 


Program 
“taking Fond ROME fo, 







~—- 





Book one 


7 orm 
©X-priests ore of our 


Or one of these 
, nleresting and 
ae ive seminars. 


WRITE TODAY for open dates. 
CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 
160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 











 (f— 


3 


ETERNITY 





wt i @ Geh@eet ah a ‘Be Ge ele ee cbse) bt. oe a A 


”~ 


ff oo} pepe wee 


od OO tO rw 














CONTROLLED RADIO IN SHANGHAI 
The Communist military control 
committee has seized the Christian 
broadcasting station in Shanghai and 
has stopped all religious broadcasting. 


KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH 


J. Donald Adams is the well-known 
columnist of the New York Times 
Book Review. His “Speaking of 
Books” is always readable and in- 
formative and sometimes illuminat- 
ing. He wrote recently, “The funda- 
mental human truths are all men’s 
property. Whether or not we live 
by them, we all know them, with a 
deep instinctiveness. In the realm of 
human conduct, I don’t suppose it 
is possible for any man, however 
acute or profound his mental proc- 
esses may be; to say anything bearing 
the stamp of universal truth that 
many other men in equivalent words, 
have not said before him. Back of each 
of us there are those many thousands 
of years of race experience.” Here is 
worldly testimony to that, which the 
Word of God states that the Gentiles 
“show the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts 
the mean while accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another” (Romans 2:15). 

How great will be the judgment of 
such men who have condemnation in 
their hearts and who refuse justifi- 
cation because they will not turn to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The famed 
book reviewer may be a man of per- 


sonal faith but the testimony in a - 


worldly source is an indictment from 
man which consciously or uncon- 


sciously acknowledges the truth of 
the Word of God. 


ANOTHER GOSPEL 


We are informed by Leland Wang 
that news just received from Central 
China indicates that the Communists 
have declared flatly that the Chris- 
tian Church may continue provided 
there is the elimination of any preach- 
ing on the doctrines of Heaven and 
Hell, the existence of a personal 
Devil, and the necessity of salvation 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. 


SHORT-SIGHTEDNESS 


A correspondent of the New York 
Times in Israel states that “there is 
a growing sense of frustration and 
despondency among Israeli leaders 
at the failure of both the United 
States and Britain to take this coun- 
try into account in reported planning 
for the organization shortly of a 
Near East Defense Board.” Reports 
went opt from London that the 
Western allies are preparing to 
establish a regional defense system 
to include at the start the United 
States, Britain, France, Turkey, 
South eAfrica, Australia, and New 
Zealand. The Arab states, it is under- 
stood, would be invited to join after- 
wards. The correspondent further 
states “the only provision made for 
Israel’s possible participation would 
seem to be in a rejection by the Arab 
states of such invitations, although 
Israel has been the most forthright 
of the Near East countries, next to 
Turkey, in declaring her desire for 
a role in the area’s defense. . 
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Israelis believe that United States’ 
views prevailed over British in the 
determination to try to include Arab 
countries and exclude Israel.” If this 
is true it is another great illustration 
of the shortsightedness of our for- 
eign policy. This shortsightedness, 
of course, comes from the distorted 
perspective of unsaved men who look 
at the world from the single angle 
of power politics. We can be abso- 
lutely sure that the nation which 


. supports the Jews is going to succeed 


and the nation which goes against the 
Jews shall fail. This is as inevitable 
as any other law of God. 


JEWISH MIGRATION 

The Institute of Jewish Affairs of 
the World Jewish Congress has made 
public a report on the migrations of 
Jews from Europe in the last one 
hundred years. According to this 
report four million three hundred 
thousand Jews left Europe between 
1850 and 1950 with the trend still 
continuing. Most of this emigration 
took place before 1939 — the number 
being estimated at three million six 
hundred thousand. About 71% of the 
Jews remaining in Europe on the eve 
of World War II died, two hundred 
thousand falling in battle and five 
million eight hundred thousand by 
Hitlerite extermination. 


During World War II only one 
hundred and seventy thousand Jews 
were able to escape from Europe. 
Between 1945 and 1950 five hundred 
and thirty thousand immigrated, one 
hundred and forty thousand to the 
United States and Canada, forty , 
thousand to Latin America and Aus- 
tralia, and three hundred and fifty 
thousand to the Holy Land. As a 
result, whereas 88% of the world 
Jewish population lived in Europe 
in 1850, Europe had only 24.5% of 
the world Jewish population in 1950, 
the Institute estimates. Of the two 
million seven hundred thousand Jews 
living in Europe in 1950, most are in 
Soviet Russia, cut off from the rest 
of the Jewish people. As a result, 
Europe no longer is the principal 
center of Jewish life and culture. 

Jacob Lestchinsky, noted statisti- 
cian and economist, who prepared the 
estimates concludes: “The share of 
European Jewry in the life of the 
Jewish people, and hence its share in 
shaping the destiny of world Jewry, 
has greatly declined.” At the same 
time the influence of the new nation, 
Israel, has grown correspondingly 


greater. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from Page 27) 
DECEMBER 9, 1951 
Moses’ Charge to the People 
LESSON TEXT: DEUTERONOMY 
30:15-31:3; 33:27-29a 
Golden Text: “The Eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the ever- 

lasting arms” (Deuteronomy 33:27). 

Between last week’s lesson and to- 
day’s stand forty years of wilderness 
wandering —a checkered history of 
human weakness and divine faithful- 
ness, in which the purposes of God 
for His people continued to unfold in 
spite of their many shortcomings. 
The judgments of God also pursued 
their course, the faithless company 
which had turned back at Kadesh- 
barnea being replaced by a new gen- 
eration who, by the mercy of God, 
once more stand upon the threshold 
of Canaan. 

Our present theme is the farewell 
message of Moses within sight of the 
land which he was forbidden to enter. 
As God’s spokesman he mingled 
warning with promise, solemnly 
charging the people with the conse- 
quences of their disloyalty to God, 
and declaring the blessedness of the 
prospect before them if they would 
walk in God’s ways. Part of God’s 
undertaking for His people was the 
provision of a new leader in the per- 
son of Joshua, a reminder of the 
constant need for consecrated lives 
to carry forward the work of the 
Lord. 

Lesson Material 

The book of Deuteronomy contains 
Moses’ final appeal to the children of 
Israel, with a recapitulation of the 
law as he had received it from God. 
The grand old leader of God’s people 
knew that he could not cross Jordan 
with the others. His offense at Meri- 
bah (Num. 10:11-13) had brought 
upon him the divine penalty of ex- 
clusion from the promised land. 
eHence, having led the Israelites to 
the borders of their inheritance, he 
expressed himself in exhortation, 
counsel, and blessing before respond- 
ing to God’s summons into His 
presence. 

The teachers’ material begins with 
chapter 29 in which, after a summary 
of God’s dealings with Israel, Moses 
required them to covenant with God 
that they would keep His command- 
ments. The chief emphasis is upon 
the evils of idolatry, and dire warn- 
ings were given against falling into 
this sin. The continued possession of 
Canaan would depend upon their 
avoidance of apostasy. Disobedience 
would result in exile (a prophecy of 
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actual events), but repentance would 
bring again the mercy of God who 
would restore His people and pour out 
His blessings upon them. Commenc- 
ing with verse 15 (which is pupil 
material) the issue is crystalized by 
Moses as he says, “I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and curs- 
ing: therefore choose life, that both 
thou and thy seed may live.” 

Chapter 31 begins Moses’ farewell 
charge to the people in which he 
stated his advanced age (120 years), 
his confidence in the Lord’s victori- 
ous undertaking for His people, and 
the appointment of Joshua to be his 
successor. Words of strong encour- 
agement followed, addressed both to 
the people as a whole and to Joshua 
their new leader. 


The Song of Moses 

The record continues with a de- 
scription of the completion of the 
book of the law and its placing in the 
ark of the covenant. Having accom- 
plished this task, Moses was instruct- 
ed by God to compose a song, the 
words of which are given in chapter 
32. The purpose of the song was to 
aid the memories of the people (31: 
21), rebuking them when they sinned 
and recalling them to loyalty to the 
Lord. It is interesting to have this 
early endorsement of the value of 
sacred song as a vehicle of spiritual 
truth. 

Before his departure, Moses pro- 
nounced a blessing upon each of the 
tribes. These are recorded in chapter 
33, which concludes with a general 
promise of security and prosperity 
for Israel and the exclamation, 
“Happy art thou, O Israel: who is 
like unto thee, O people saved by the 
Lord!” 

The last chapter describes Moses in 
Mount Nebo, surveying the land 
which was to be the possession of the 
people he loved and led, and dying 
there “according to the word of the 
Lord.” This -last phrase literally , 
reads, “upon the mouth of the Lord,” 
prompting Jewish expositors to the 
beautiful thought that God took away 
his soul with a kiss. “He changed 
his place,” says old Trapp, “but not 
his company; death was to him but 
the daybreak of eternal brightness.” 

Lesson Plan 
1. Death of a Leader 
a. Contrast of beginnings 
b. Splendors of character 
c. Marvels of attainment 
2. Legacy of a Leader 
a. Remember God's acts! 
b. Know God's laws! 
c. Choose God's ways! 
3. Successor to a Leader 


a. Resources for the task 
b. Encouragement for youth 
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1. From this point in our lesson 
unit we survey the life of Moses and 
remark upon God’s way with yielded 
hearts. What contrast there is be- 
tween the beginning of Moses’ story 
and its development and end! The 
Hebrew child, threatened with death, 
became the leader of a nation and the 
great law-giver of all times. Circum- 
stances of birth give no clue to future 
achievements. God takes the most 
unlikely material and molds it to 
glorious purposes. 

Under training and discipline 
Moses developed a character which 
contributed largely to his usefulness. 
Forty years in a palace followed by 
forty years in the wilderness preceded 
his graduation as God’s chosen leader. 
He emerged a man of noble traits — 
meek, obedient, intensely loyal, self- 
sacrificing, patient. We know of only 
one lapse in his long career of leader- 
ship, and for that he paid a heavy 
penalty. Do the ways of God seem 
harsh in Moses’ case? Israel, always 
bent on sinning, had to learn God’s 
abhorrence of sin however expressed. 
Moses’ very prominence made it im- 
possible that his offense should pass 
without punishment. 

What attainments may be credited 
to his great leadership! Under God, 
he welded a rabble into a nation, and 
in spite of disappointments, obstacles, 
rebellions, and innumerable setbacks, 
brought Israel to the borders of the 
land of promise. One man—and 
God — can do the impossible still. 

2. Three great messages Moses left 
as his legacy to Israel. The first was, 
“Remember God’s acts!” To help 
Israel remember he wrote the story 
of the beginnings of the Hebrew 
nation as we have it in the first five 
books of the Bible. This is the first 
secret for national and individual 
blessing — remember! We need to 
refresh our minds today concerning 
the Lord’s dealings with our fore- 
fathers and our nation in its onward 
march. Remembrance will prompt to 
gratitude. 

The second message was, “Know 
God’s laws!” and that Israel might 
have no excuse he left those laws in 
written form, explained and elabo- 
rated. The book of the law was de- 
posited in the ark of the covenant as 
a perpetual guide to God’s people in 
their behavior. We cannot plead ig- 
norance of the will of the Lord. The 
Bible is an open book in our land ; yet 
it remains to us a closed book until 
we acquaint ourselves with its con- 
tents. We cannot have a great and 
prosperous America without the hon- 
oring of God’s Word in heart and 
home. 
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And the third message was, 
“Choose God’s ways!” Because of 
God’s acts of love and mercy, because 
of the revelation of His will, Moses 
called upon Israel to obey Him and 
walk in His paths. “Choose life,” he 
cried, “that both thou and thy seed 


may live” (30:19). The story of 
God’s dealings, and the knowledge of 
God’s laws, call to all of us to walk 
in His statutes that we may enjoy 
His blessing. 

3. When Moses laid down his of- 
fice another was there to assume it. 
How Joshua must have shrunk from 
such high responsibility! So to him 
was given the promise: “Be strong 
and of a good courage, . . . the Lord, 
He it is that doth go before thee ; He 
will be with thee, He will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, 
neither be dismayed” (31:7-8). Hard 
though the task before him, Joshua 
could rely on the God of Moses to 
be his helper. 

For the youth of today this is great 
comfort. Heavy indeed are the re- 
sponsibilities falling to them. The 
way before is dark; we only know, 
like Joshua, that the times call for 
courage and strength. There are foes 
to meet and fights to win. To have 
the assurance ef divine help means 
everything, and Jesus has pledged 
just that to His faithful disciples. 
“Lo,” He says, “I am with you al- 
ways, even unto the end of the world” 


(Mt. 28:20). 
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Moses Shut Out 

“What a sad end was Moses’ 
end after such a great and such a 
noble life! And what a sad end 
was that of a far greater than 
Moses after a far greater and far 
nobler life! And it was sin that 
did it to them both: his own sin 
to Moses, and imputed sin to 
Christ. But what is sin, do you 
ask? Well, sin passeth, like sal- 
vation, all understanding. Only 
look for yourselves at Moses shut 
out of Canaan, and look for your- 
selves at Christ shut up to Geth- 
semane and to Calvary, and you 
will see something of what sin 
deserves. And then stop and con- 
sider what you owe to Him who 
blotted Himself out of God’s beok 
for you and for all your sins. ‘Let 
this cup pass from Me. But if not, 
then blot me out of Thy book.’ 
Receive, O sinner, on the spot 
where thou sittest, receive and ever 
after keep fast hold of Him and 
of His salvation’’ — Alexander 


Whyte. 
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THE END 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from Page 9) 

“By 1948 the Puerto Rican people 
reached an all-time high in the rate 
’ of. increase — and one of the highest 
recorded in human history, The pres- 
ent population of 2.2 million will at 
this rate double in about twenty-four 
years. The good intentions of 1898 
have proved their inevitable conse- 
quences. By 1948, just fifty years 
after the battle of San Juan Hill, the 
symbol of American success in good 
works was 200,000 families, each aver- 
aging five members — many of which 
were in desperate need of even the 
most primitive shelter. Today, the 
slums and hovels in which they live 
bring tears to the eyes of those who 
have seen them.” 

Mr. Cook sees the terrible danger 
and warns against its repetition in 
other parts of the world. But he will 
not be able to stop the forces which 
are already at work. The dilemma is 
here and it is among the many others 
that cannot be solved by man and 
will not be solved by man simply be- 
cause man is unwilling to move in 
God’s ways. Perhaps this can be seen 
best by one more paragraph from the 
book which uses a parable of Christ 
to point a lesson, and which distorts 
the parable and its meaning in a way 
that illustrates my point and not his. 


A Cup of Cold Water 

“In an age when the new vital 
tools conferred unprecedented power 
to alter the lives of human beings, 
Christ’s parable of the cup of water 
suddenly took on a new and unrecog- 
nized significance. The duty of any 
humane person to give a thirsty child 
a cup of water carried with it the re- 
sponsibility to use all relevant knowl- 
edge concerning the water and the 
cup in which it was given. In the 
simple economy of A.D. 30, this re- 
sponsibility went no farther than that 
the water be cold, for that implied 
spring water, hopefully pure and 
potable ; today, it requires the assur- 
ance that the water contains no 
typhoid bacilli, and that the lip of 
the cup carries no deadly spirochetes 
left there by the last person to drink 
from it. To be careless about such 
elementary precautions would be 
wicked.” 

Mr. Cook’s use of the parable is 
smart and brilliant but he missed the 
entire point of the story. Christ did 
not suggest giving cold water to any 
individual, but that it be given in 
His name. The implications of that 
sentence would have made all the 
difference in the world. Mr. Cook 
might not understand that we who 
believe the Bible cannot class Roman 
Catholicism as Christian, and we 
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would sometimes or in some cases 
agree with him that their antagonism 
to birth control and their active de- 
sire to see population increased with- 
out any thought of the consequences 
is not a Biblical attitude. Whatever 
water they give is given in the name 
of the church and not in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever 
water is given by the social service 
type of brotherhood that is found 
in a liberal government is not water 


given in the name of the Lord Jesus - 


Christ. Changed Lives 
Wherever men have gone truly in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
there have been the same results. 
There were new converts who passed 
out of death and into life and imme- 
diately began, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit who entered, to lift them- 
selves and their children. Their 
spending pattern became different. 
That which had been spent on liquor, 
tobacco, lotteries, and the like was 
saved and spent on a better standard 
of living. David once said that he 
had been young and was then old but 
that he had never seen the righteous 
forsaken nor their seed begging bread 
(Psa. 37:25). We can be sure that 
not ore lone inhabitant of the hor- 
rible slums of Puerto Rico has been 
born again. It must be inevitable, ac- 
cording to all of the spiritual and 


supernatural laws of the Scripture 


that when divine life enters a human 
being the pattern of the whole life is 
changed. 

The charity of Washington is quite 
different from the love of Christ. 
Mr. Cook vouches for the following 
story of Washington bungling which 
is illustrative of the difference. When 
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the submarine menace closed the ports 
of Puerto Rico to American shipping, 
the island quickly fell into a desper- 
ate plight. Mountains of sugar piled 
on the docks, for sugar is the main 


export, and Puerto Rico’s only 
medium of exchange for the quan- 
tities of foodstuffs which it must im- 
port each year. Finally, a Liberty 
ship got through with a cargo of 
staples to exchange for sugar. The 
ebullient people of San Juan crowded 
the docks to watch the unloading. 
When the hatches were opened and 
the first winchload was put ashore, 
a near-riot broke out. The planners 
in Washington had generously in- 
cluded ten thousand pounds of sugar, 
then desperately scarce in the States, 
as a token of good-will! The Chris- 
tian who knows the will and the ways 
of God does not give a man stones 
for bread, nor sugar for sugar. 
Welfare — or Salvation 

Cook concludes his chapter on 
Puerto Rico: “The role of big 
brother to all the world is a difficult 
one. The United States has not suc- 
ceeded with a_small island; it is nec- 
essary to be sure that future commit- 
ments will avoid the mistakes of the 
past. If human happiness and wel- 
fare are the goal, the steps ‘taken 
must be sure to lead toward it, not 
away, as they have done in Puerto 
Rico. There must be no duplication 
on a global scale of the Puerto Rico 
debacle.” The goal, of course, is not 
“human happiness and welfare” as 
government agencies understand it; 
the goal is salvation from Hell 
through the blood of Jesus Christ. 
When that has been achieved then 
God Almighty is in a covenant con- 
tract with the individual to take care 
of him, even in the midst of economic 
distress. As long as men seek the 
path and not the goal there will be 
difficulty. 

I am more and more convinced 
that all of the difficulties that are 
announced for the end of the age 
will come about through man’s own 
discoveries and his use of those dis- 
coveries without bowing before the 
Lordship of Christ. The book of 
Revelation describes the horrors of 
the apocalyptic judgments, and when 
we know what can happen from the 
fission of atomic bombs, not to speak 
of hydrogen bombs, and what could 
happen from bacteriological warfare 
and chemical warfare, we can see 
further tendencies in man’s own vio- 
lation of the social laws. Penicillin 
without Christ can make for an 
overpopulation that will live in starva- 
tion and that will rise to destroy the 
prosperous. Yieldedness to Christ 
would make it possible for God to 
act in such a way that He would 
open the windows of Heaven and 
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pour out: such a blessing that there 
would not be room enough to re- 
ceive it. 

In the meanwhile, the population 
of the earth is increasing by more 
than 60,000 PER DAY. 

Since writing this article I have 
read the report of the address by Dr. 
James Bryant Conant, president of 
Harvard, before the Diamond Jubilee 
of the American Chemical Society. 
The address concerned the future of 
chemistry, and one might say that the 
crystal ball into which Conant gazed, 


was most appropriately made of. 


plastic. He sees solar energy replac- 
ing coal and oil while these products 
will be transformed into a wide 
variety of products. He sees the con- 
version of sea water into fresh water 
so that the desert and the waste place 
shall blossom like the rose, food pro- 
duction will be so increased that all 
the population that remains after a 
widespread ‘dissemination of the 
knowledge of birth control will have 
an abundance. 

Though I am but a preacher-editor 
and Dr. Conant is president of Har- 
vard, I dare to tell him that he is 
hopelessly wrong. For the problem 
of this earth will never, never be 
settled by man; not even by man 
with the help of God. They will be 
settled by God alone in divine inter- 
vention tn spite of man. This is the 
plain teaching of the revealed Word 
of God. 

Postscript 2. The New York 
Times reports that the enrichment of 
rice with Vitamin B-1 at a cost of 
thirty-five cents per year per capita 
will save the lives of “tens of thous- 
ands” each year in the rice countries, 
who would otherwise die of beriberi. 
The ‘first practical test of the new 
enrichment of rice has been under- 
taken on Bataan peninsula on the 
90,000 population. Where there was 
one of the highest death rates in the 
world from beriberi the new program 
proved “dramatically effective.” In 
the first year the deaths from this 
cause were reduced to absolute zero. 
The 5,000 rice mills in the Philippines 
are being equipped with mixing ma- 
chinery for the vitamin program. The 
population figure of 19,000,000 for 
the Philippines should rise with this 
one improvement to 30 millions 
within the next fifteen years. The 
rice fields wil! nat erband, however. 

Tue END 
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God's faithful people . . . our radio partners, have made possible the broadcast 
of this program of Bible Study by Dr. Barnhouse over 37 great stations . . . and 
yet vast areas still remain unreached. In faith we go forward believing that our 
radio partners will remain faithful in their prayers and gifts. 
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Location Station Kes. Time 
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CALIFORNIA KROW 960 ke 6:30 p.m 
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Cleveland ww 850 ke 8:30 a.m 
Columbus WHKC 610 ke 9:00 a.m 
PENNSYLVANIA Altoona WVAM 1430 ke 2:30 p.m 
Carlisle 1380 ke 2:30 p.m 
Philadelphia wipe 610 ke 8:30 a.m 
Pittsburgh KOV 1410 ke 1:00 p.m 
Red Lion WwGCB 1440 ke 4:00 p.m 
Sayre wats 1470 ke 9:30 a.m 
RHODE ISLAND Providence WPTL-FM 91.5 me 8:30 p.m 
TENNESSEE WAPO 1150 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Johnson city WJHL 910 ke 2:00 p.m. 
Memphis WHBO 560 ke 8:00 a.m. 
Nashville WNAH 1360 ke 4:00 p.m. 
TEXAS Midiand KJBC 1150 ke 4:00 p.m. 
Fort Worth KCUL 1540 ke 2:00 p.m. 
VIRGINIA Richmond WRNL 910 ke 4:30 p.m. 
Roanoke WSLS 610 ke 2:00 p.m. 
PANAMA Panama City HOXO 760 ke 6:30 p.m. 
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their prayers and gifts. Ask your friends and neighbors to tune in. 
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PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 
(Continued from Page 11) 
supplant the living voice or the tender 


heart of the pastor. But our Lord 
did say that there were sheep without 
a shepherd, and our work is seeking 
to reach these many needy ones. 

An application form for anyone 
who wishes to have the service, may — 
be secured by writing to Portable 
Church Services, 1716 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia 3. In filling out the 
form the applicant will agree to 
gather a group of people together 
and play the Portable Church Service 
at any time or place that can be 
agreed upon for a period of at least 
a year. An offering may be taken to 
defray cost of rental of service and 
equipment. Services 1, 2, 3, and 4 
go with the machine, which is sent 
to those who cannot afford payment 
in advance, without any down pay- 
ment providing his application is ac- 
companied by a letter from a bank 
stating that the applicant i$ a person 
of honor and integrity. At the proper 
time services 5, 6, 7, and 8 are sent. 
When the fourth service has been 
played, the first four are returned to 
the office, together with the sum of 
$20.00 or $5.00 a week, and services 
9, 10, 11; and 12 will then be for- 
warded. The same process will be 
continued throughout the year. Should 
the offering amount to a greater sum 
than this, the local treasury may keep 
it for whatever phase of Christian 
work the local group may determine. 
Anyone who -has the proper tape- 
playing equipment can rent the serv- 
ice for as little as $3.00 a week. 


I have gone on record as saying 
that this is perhaps the greatest phase 
of work which God has given us to 
do. I am sure that no one could ap- 
preciate how much of my time I have 
given to this ministry over the past 
years in order that we might develop 
it to God’s glory and the strengthen- 
ing of those who are now without 
the preaching of the Word. 


I would like to address one word 
more about this work to whomever 
the Spirit of God may apply it. The 
cost of starting this work is heavy. 
In addition to the $45,000 outlay for 
tape-playing equipment, there is also 
the need for purchasing the initial 
inventory of tape, shipping cartons, 
and all the other things which are 
necessary to do this work properly. 
God has abundantly blessed thus far 
and the expense for the initial pilot 
work is all paid and there is a small 
balance to be used toward purchase 
of the equipment, etc. 


I realize that many of our readers 
sacrificially support our radio min- 
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istry and our missionary work in 
Europe and elsewhere. 1, therefore, 
hesitate to lay another project for 
giving on you because these works 
need your continued support. But be- 
cause God has so obviously led in 
this ministry to this point, I firmly 
believe that He is speaking to certain 
of His own regarding this specific 
need. Once this work is in operation 
it will be self-supporting even as our 
magazine has been. There is a crit- 
ical need right now, however, in 
order to meet present commitments 
for materials. If you are one whom 
God has abundantly blessed and are 
able to help us in this need, do as He 
tells you. Gifts may be sent to The 
Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, and 
marked for Portable Church Services. 
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DIVINE HEALING 
(Continued from Page 22) 
And so Paul wrote “Am I not an 
apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord?” (1 Corinthians 9:1). 


And finally, we have the saying of 
Peter to Cornelius, his kinsmen and 
close friends, to be found in Acts 10: 
39. “‘And we are witnesses to all 
that He did both in the country of 
the Jews.and in Jerusalem. They put 
Him to death by hanging Him on a 
tree: but God raised Him on the third 
day and made Him manifest, not to 
all the people, but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate 
and drank with Him after He rose 


999 


from the dead’. 


From these examples it is clear that 
God chose these men as highly privi- 
leged observers: they were the men 
to whom He gave proofs. 


This is the first of two articles on| 


Divine Healing by Dr. Boucher. 
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GOD IN HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 13) 

that the Bible cannot be totally reli- 
able; fifth columnists who say that 
it is not; and faithless believers who 
say that it need not be. The first, the 
forthright opponents, confidently and 
flatly state that the Bible cannot be 
totally reliable. It is a human docu- 
ment, they say, and must of necessity 
partake of that human fallibility. This 
attitude clearly springs from a prior 
denial of the existence of God in any 
true sense. Once the step was taken 
to limit scientific investigation to the 
natural realm and to operate upon the 
principle of natural laws alone there 
was no place for a supernatural God 
or, for that matter, for a supernatural 
revelation, the Bible. This step was 
not taken, however, as a result of the 
compelling force of facts but rather 
through an arbitrary shift in the basic 
philosophy-underlying scientific inves- 
tigation. Purely upon the basis of a 
philosophical premise it was decided 
that the supernatural realm would no 
longer be admitted as a legitimate 
sphere of reference; hence no God 
and no divine revelation. According- 
ly, all we have left is a record of 
man’s attempt to adjust himself to 
and master his environment in the 
pursuit of which course he invented 
first magic and then religion to help 
him overcome his fear of the unseen 
and the unknown. This false premise 
is basic to the works of Toynbee, 
Sorokin, and Kroeber, to mention a 
few selected examples of non-Chris- 
tian philosophies of history. Even 
after the veneer of superstition has 
been removed, however, there is still 
much that is untrustworthy in the 
Bible, we are told, since it arose from 
the undeveloped mind of ancient man 
with his naive and primitive concepts. 
Not only is such a Bible shorn of the 
dignity and respect which it once en- 
joyed, it is also virtually a fraud since 
it pretends to speak with an authority 
which it does not have about things 
of which it has no knowledge. 


However, much of the strength of 
this attack has been nullified by the 
results of archaeological discoveries 
during the past half century. Pre- 
sumed historical inaccuracies - were 
confidently cited as confirmatory evi- 
dence for the far more sweeping de- 
nials, based for the most part on sub- 
jective prejudice, which were intended 
to destroy completely the spiritual 
authority .of the Bible. Here, in the 
very arena of historical criticism 
where the factual assault upon the 
Bible was made, the tide of battle has 
turned. Scores of historical events 
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recorded in the Bible have been con- 
firmed, often in minute detail. The 
names of kings and generals, peoples 
and nations, all lost to us for centuries 
—apart from the Biblical record—are 
now known from contemperaneous 
monuments and records which exhibit 
remarkable agreement with the He- 
brew text. Furthermore, innumerable 
details of daily life and social customs 
found in the Old Testament perfectly 
reflect the times of the events de- 
scribed as shown by the evidence re- 
covered by archaeological excavations. 
In short, the Bible put to the most 
rigorous test in the only realm where 
any scientific discipline can offer legi- 
timate criticism—political and social 
history—stands fully accredited. No 
fact found has contradicted the Word 
of God (D. J. Wiseman, “Some Re- 
cent Trends in Biblical Archaeology,” 
Transactions of the Victoria Institute, 


1950). 


The fifth columnists, in this case as 
usual, operate from within the ranks. 
Their number includes many a semi- 
nary professor as well as innumerable 
clergymen. It is not so much —— 
sible for them to believe that the Bible 
is inerrant and totally reliable as it 
is inconvenient. Calling themselves 
Christians, but sounding more like 
_ Unitarians or Deists with a vague 
concept of divine providence, they are 
at the same time careful to keep one 
foot firmly .on the ground of scientific 
rationalism in order to permit them- 
selves the privilege of exercising cri- 
tical judgment upon the validity of 
all truth religious as well as secular. 


They have arrived at this philo- 
sophic position at the expense of the 
two major historic Christian doctrines 
which deal with the person of God 
and the principle of revelation. It was 
inevitable that if the independence 
and autonomy of man be emphasized 
that emphasis must effect a curtailing 
of the power- and authority of a once 
sovereign God. The whole issue hangs 
on this point. If God be God in the 
fullest sense of the term, man, by con- 
trast or comparison must, in taking 
his proper place with reference’ to 
God, be a subordinate dependent crea- 
ture. Final authority and absolute 
truth must repose in God alone. 
Therefore, as a direct corollary, not 
only can there be no absolute stand- 
ard known to man apart from that 
communicated to him by God, but 
also it is incumbent upon God thus to 
communicate knowledge of Himself 
and His will to His intelligent crea- 
tures ; hence the imperative for a di- 
rect divine revelation. On the other 
hand, if one proceeds upon the basic 
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supposition that man can and must 
exercise freedom of choice and action 
independent of supernatural interfer- 
ence or control it follows that the 
sovereignty of God is limited and the 
authority of the revelation thereby 
repudiated: Man ceases to listen and 
begins to look; he does not receive 
but rather discovers for himself. 
However, such searching in matters 
of philosophy or religion can be car- 
ried on — as in the fields of scientific 
research — only in a spirit of con- 
tinual scepticism toward current ideas. 
A healthy scepticism promotes curios- 
ity and stimulates further investiga- 
tion which in turn may well result in 
the discovery of further truth, gen- 
erally at the expense of contempor- 
ary ideas or else by modification of 
them. The attitude of scepticism is as 
inherent to this philosophy as it is 
foreign to the concept of a sovereign 
God who gave a special revelation. In 
the latter case, the Bible must be abso- 
lutely and objectively true in order-to 
be the revelation it professes to be. 
In the former case although the Bible 
may contain more useful ideas than 
any other religious book, it cannot 
contain absolute truth and hence can- 
not speak with absolute authority. 
It is interesting to note that Pro- 
fessor Herbert Butterfield of Cam- 
bridge University in his recent book 
Christianity and History betrays this 
fundamental weakness every time he 
touches upon the question of sources 
and authority for Biblical facts and 
statements. In discussing the devel- 
opment of religious ideas among the 
Hebrews in his introduction, Butter- 
field uses such words as “realize,” 
“apprehend,” “search,” and “discov- 
er,” to describe the method whereby 
the Hebrew writers got their ideas. 
He further states with regard to the 
control of Providence, “It is better 
worldly-wisdom, even when we are 
only looking for a pictorial represen- 
tation, to think of history as though 
an intelligence were moving over the 
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story, taking its bearings afresh after 
everything men do, and making its 
decisions as it goes along—decisions 
sometimes unpredictable and carrying 
our purposes farther than we wanted 
them to go. There is no symbolic 
representation that will do justice to 
history save the composer I have al- 
ready mentioned, who composes the 
music as we go along, and, when we 
slip into aberrations, switches his 
course in order to make the best of 
everything” (Herbert Butterfield, 
Christianity and History, 1950, p. 
109). And this remarkable statement 
is included in a chapter entitled “God 
in History.” It is well-nigh impos- 
sible to conceive of a representation 
less qualified to describe a Creater 
God and His relationship to His uni- 
verse than this. 


Speaking of the authors of the New 
Testament books, Butterfield gener- 
ously grants that “the Gospel narra- 
tive gives us something authentic on 
which to build” (p. 125), but adds 
later on with regard to their concern 
for accuracy in composition “such 
men may be so interested in the essen- 
tial points — and particularly in the 
moral issues—that they do not greatly 
concern themselves about the question 
whether an event happened on Wed- 
nesday or on Friday, in Birmingham 
or in Bristol” (p. 127). 


Throughout the whole of his book 
one detects the idea that exceptional 
men in past generations gradually 
molded the form of their theology or 
philosophy in accordance with the re- 
action of their inherent insight or na- 
tive genius to their experiences and 
circumstances. These “prophets” who 
faced up to the moral issues of their 
day and pondered the enigma of hu- 
man history, individual as well as cor- 
porate, apparently viewed the total 
problem in the light of a divine Provi- 
dence brooding over the universe, per- 
mitting partial chance glimpses of 
Himself now and then, more or less 
at random, to those who most earnest- 
ly sought such visions. Nowhere in 
the book is there the slightest hint of 
a supreme Deity working out a pre- 
ordained plan some details of which 
He deliberately and purposefully di- 
vulged to specially chosen men whose 
duty it was to transmit this revealed 
information to their fellow creatures. 
According to the Bible, the initiative 
in revelation lay with God ; according 
to Butterfield, it was up to men to 





do the best they could under the cir- 
cumstances. In the Bible God declares 
truth with finality; Butterfield says 
that men speculate hopefully. Since 
‘human discovery can only provide 


temporary relative truth and the Bible 
is—by this theory—essentially a hu- 
man document, it is naturally subject 
to subsequent correction in all mat- 
ters, theological as well as historical. 


A somewhat different explanation 
is offered by Professor Albright. He 
suggests that it was not so much a 
matter of unconcern or lack of con- 
trol of necessary information which 
renders some portions of the Bible 
inaccessible to scientific criticism or 
inacceptable as historically verified, 
but rather that the subjects treated 
and the ideas expounded are of such 
nature that they cannot be dissected 
with the tools of the professional his- 
torian. In speaking of the writers 
of the Gospels and their historical 
objectivity he says that they were men 
who were “overwhelmed by the pro- 
found experiences and the extreme 
tension of mind and body through 
which they had passed. Men who see 
the boundary between conventional ex- 
perience and the transcendental world 
dissolving before their very eyes are 
not going to distinguish clearly be- 
tween things seen in the plane of na- 
ture and things seen in the world of 
the spirit. To speak of the latter as 
‘hallucinations’ is quite misleading, 
since nothing like them is otherwise 


_ known either to historians or to psy- 


chologists. Here the historian has no 
right to deny what he cannot disprove. 
He has a perfect right to unveil clear 
examples of charlatanry, of credulity, 
or of folklore, but in the presence of 
authentic mysteries his duty is to stop 
and not to attempt to cross the thresh- 
old into a world where he has no 
right of citizenship” (p. 300). Al- 
bright does not, however, explain how 
the historian is to distinguish an “au- 
thentic mystery” from a case of “cred- 
ulity” or even of “charlatanry.” If 
this judgment may be successfully 
exercised, it seems to me that the 
event would stand justified as his- 
toric or non-historie by that very de- 
cision. 

It is the responsibility of a historian 
in criticising the record of an event 
to determine whether it actually oc- 
curred or not; that is to say, whether 
it is true history or not. But surely 
it is not incumbent upon the humble 
historian to explain how the event 
could have taken place. In other 
words, if there is sufficient valid evi- 
dence for the destruction of Jericho 
or the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
that event may be considered as veri- 
fiable history by the conscientious his- 
torian without his feeling any obliga- 
tion to determine whether natural or 
so-called supernatural powers were 
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Ld darin version of “God of Creation,” shown 
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fessed to accept Christ and prayed with the 
evangelist! While the Lord alone knows 
their hearts, there is no doubt many that 
day changed their loyalty from the Com- 
munist Army to the army of the Lord Jesus. 

In these times of crisis and upheaval, 
Moody Bible Institute is using various 
means to proclaim the good news of salva- 
tion around the world. Hundreds of Moody- 
trained missionaries are preaching the gos- 
pel to multitudes who have never heard; 
Moody gospel literature, distributed in 40 
countries, reaches thousands for Christ; 
and MBI gospel-science films are being 
used to convert many who, like these sol- 
diers, would not come to an ordinary 
evangelistic meeting. While it is yet day, 
Moody Bible Institute will work, that by all 


means some may be saved. 
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involved. Of course, if the historian 
has previously determined in his own 
mind that any event which is not 
susceptible of explanation upon the 
grounds of known natural laws must 
be denoted as spurious or fictional, he 
will not be so much concerned with 
criticising the documentary evidence. 
Instead, he will exercise the option to 
which Professor Irwin refers when 
he says that “not uncommonly the 
Orientalist has no recourse other than 
to evaluate his sources on the grounds 
of intrinsic credibility alone” (Journal 
of Near Eastern Studies, 1949, p. 
299). On these grounds he will re- 
ject the historicity of any superna- 
tural event since it will be “intrinsic- 
ally incredible” to him. 

With regard to the literal accuracy 
of the Gospels, Albright writes, “We 
can never know to just what extent 
details of the messianic framework of 
the Gospels are literally true. Because 
of their highly intimate and personal 
character some of them are set for- 
ever beyond the reach . £ the critical 
historian, within whose epistemologi- 
cal range they cannot be drawn. In 
other words, the historian cannot con- 
trol the details of Jesus’ birth and res- 
urrection and thus has no right to 
pass judgment upon their historicity” 
(p. 307). 

Apparently, if the factor of super- 
naturalism were not involved, the his- 
torian could criticize the account of 
the birth of Jesus in exactly the same 
manner as he would the birth records 
of any other individual who lived 
centuries ago. Certainly it is not the 
“intimate and personal character” of 
the event which causes a cold-blooded 
man of science to shy away. But we 
gain further insight into this strange 
reluctance of Albright’s when we read 
that “Since, accordingly, there can be 
no factual judgment and since the 
historian cannot settle questions which 
are outside of his jurisdiction, the de- 
cision must be left to the Church and 
to the individual believer, who are 
historically warranted in accepting the 
whole of the messianic framework of 
the Gospels or in regarding it as part- 
ly true literally and as partly true 
spiritually. .. ” (p. 308). 

I must contains I fail to understand 
how an event can be partly true lit- 
erally and partly true spiritually. If, 
for example, Jesus Christ was born of 
a virgin, that fact is true literally. If, 
on the other hand, Joseph was His 
natural father, the Biblical record is 
false and cannot by the wildest stretch 
of the imagination be described as 
spiritually true although literally un- 
true. In effect, what we appear to 
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have here is a hybrid and unreal sort 
of category which might be described 
as “super-history.’’ An event may not 
have occurred exactly as described 
and therefore not be literally true yet 
it need not be labelled fictional or non- 
historic since it is “spiritually true” ; 
it belongs to “super-history.” Need- 
less to say, I cannot conceive of such 
an irrational and highly imaginative 
category nor can I believe that it will 
be widely employed among historians 
apart from exceptional circumstances. 


Should the need arise for a his- 
torian to provide himself with an 
escape from the dilemma arising from 
passing judgment upon the historicity 
of a Biblical event whose spiritual 
truth he desires to retain but whose 
historic circumstances—involving the 
incredible operation of supernatural 
power—are repugnant to the finer in- 
stincts of his scientific background 
and training, it will be quite conveni- 
ent to characterize the event as super- 
historic and thus retain the spiritual 
truth without endangering his scien- 
tific reputation. So far as truly scien- 
tific historical judgment upon a re- 
corded event is concerned, however, 
a thorough historian will give one of 
three answers: it is verifiable and 
therefore true history; it is demon- 
strably false and therefore not true 
history; or there is insufficient evi- 
dence to decide. To confuse a simple 
situation by adding a fictitious cate- 
gory like “super-history” is absurd. 

The third group, described as the 
faithless believers, consists of truly 
Christian people who through inno- 
cent fearfulness have been misled by 
deceitful misrepresentation of the 
facts about Biblical inspiration. They 
may not have adopted the so-called 
new orthodoxy as a result of personal 
investigation of the theological points 
involved nor, for the most part, be- 
cause they were persuaded by alleged 
facts that the Bible can no longer be 
considered as literally inspired. But 
largely through the cunning deceit of 
a concept which is presented as more 
intelligent or more mature, they have 
been told that to hold to verbal inspira- 
tion means to confine oneself to a 


mechanical and unimaginative theory - 


which limits the scope and activity of 
the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, it is 
suggested that the really important 
function of the Biblical revelation is 
to communicate ideas which may be 
experienced personally, not just words 
or letters which can be counted and 
checked impersonally. For, we are 
told, the chief purpose in the giving 
of the revelation was to acquaint sin- 
ners with the person of the Saviour 
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not to provide literary data for aca- 
demic argument. 

The most serious aspect of this 
theory is that it is partly true; yet 
surely we have here a perfect example 
of the adage, “A half-truth is worse 
than a whole lie.” No one will ques- 
tion the statement that the primary 
purpose of the giving of the Scrip- 
tures was to set forth the plan of God 
in salvation and proclaim the person 
and atoning work of the Redeemer. 
But in a written record this knowl- 
edge is inextricably bound up in the 
words of the text. It is impossible 
to separate the one from the other. 
The validity of the ideas is directly 
proportionate to the integrity of the 
text. It is not enough that the text 
be only generally true; it must be 
literally accurate if the ideas it con- 
veys are to be accepted at face value. 
On the other hand, significant dem- 
onstrable error in a written text auto- 
matically casts serious doubt upon the 
reliability of the meaning of the doc- 
ument ; a doubt which, moreover, in 
the nature of the spiritual truth in- 
volved in the Bible is not susceptible 
to subjective correction or supple- 
mentation by finite human beings. 

If the truth revealed in the Bible 
be divine eternal truth—which alone 





is relevant to the message and situa- 
tion—then the Bible must be an ob- 
jective witness to God’s will, entirely 
independent of human influence or 
control. This can only be true, how- 
ever, if. the whole Bible is true and, 
moreover, entirely true. 


Now then, we come to the second 


‘ proposition offered by those who say 


that the Bible need not be totally re- 
liable. By way of accommodating 
themselves to the modern attack upon 
the historic passages of the Bible, they 
have modified the generally accepted 
evangelical orthodox statement with 
regard to the inspiration of the Bible 
so that it runs something like this: 
“we believe that the Bible is the in- 
spired Word of God, the only infalli- 
ble rule of faith and practice but that 
does not necessarily imply that it is 
likewise inerrant in statements of his- 
tory and science.” The manifest ab- 
surdity of such a position is imme- 
diately apparent. In the first place, 
it is contrary to the very nature of a 
personal self-revealing God that He 
give a revelation of Himself in any 
but a perfectly reliable and intelligible 
form. Moreover, it is impossible to 
separate the spiritual lesson or exam- 
ple from the historical narrative in 
which it is contained in order to ac- 
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cept the one and reject the other. 

It is as important to the lesson of 
supreme faith derived therefrom that 
Abraham actually climbed Mount 
Moriah with his son Isaac fully in- 
tending to perform a human sacrifice 
there at God’s command as is the fact 
of the empty tomb in the garden close 
by Calvary essential to the truth and 
power of the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In neither case can the 
spiritual truth be separated from the 
historic event. If the incident de- 
scribed occurred, we can turn to the 
spiritual lesson or truth with absolute 
confidence. If not, the alleged “truth” 
and the fictitious event are alike ob- 
scured by the same fog of doubt. 


Furthermore, it is quite wrong for 
the Christian to apply to the Bible the 
check of secular history as though the 
latter deserved priority in respect to 
authority. It is indeed strange that 
Christian scholars should discredit 
clear reasonable historic statements in 
Scripture upon the basis of isolated 
and often questionable data in secular 
records as though the authors of the 
latter must be presumed to report 
truthfully without exception while 
Biblical writers can easily be charged 
with falsification or accidental error. 
On the contrary, secular history must 
be seen in the light of Scripture and 
Scriptural principles if it is to be 
rightly understood. 

The Bible alone contains what God 
has chosen to reveal explicitly to man 
regarding His purpose and plan in 
the universe. It is only here that we 
have specific statements informing us 
that God raised up a certain king or 
nation to accomplish a determined 
purpose. No other document explains 
that military defeats and catastrophes 
befell men because they had disobeyed 
God. Yet without such clues we 
should be at a loss to explain the true 
meaning of history. We could simply 
record the fact that certain events 
occurred at a given time and place 
and let it go at that. But with the 
Bible as a guide to the principles of 
God’s dealings with mankind in that 
it illustrates the application of these 
principles in specific cases, we can 
infer from these instances the pur- 
poses and motives involved and use 
them to interpret subsequent similar 
events both in world history and in 
our own lives. Thus we make prac- 
tical application of the lessons learned 
from the Biblical account of history. 

However, if the reliability of the 
narratives in the Biblical text is called 
into question or the principle of divine 
revelation is denied in the name of 
“science,” we are left to our cloudy 





and limited imagination for answers 
to the question of the purpose of life 
and the course of history. We must 
accept the Bible completely or else 
reject it entirely to our everlasting 
confusion ; there is no middle ground. 
From the very beginning the Bible 
sets. forth one great immutable prin- 
ciple ; obedience brings blessing, dis- 
obedience brings punishment. This 
principle is implied in every recorded 
event and enunciated explicitly in 
most. 


The success of the campaign to 
occupy Canaan found in the tenth 
chapter of the book of Joshua is cred- 
ited there to the power of God. Over 
and over again we read, “the Lord 
delivered up the Amorites . . . the 
Lord fought for Israel . . . the Lord 
delivered Lachish into the hand of 
Israel, etc., Likewise the destruction 
of Samaria and the subsequent dowz- 
fall of Israel is specifically related to 
the disobedience of God’s people, “for 
the children of Israel walked in all 
the sins of Jeroboam . . . until the 
Lord removed Israel out of His sight” 
(2 Ki. 17:22). The fact that the 
Israelites occupied Canaan is well at- 
tested in history by the break in Ca- 
naanite culture and the new super- 
imposed settlements of the invaders 
discovered in the mounds of ancient 
cities dug by modern archaeologists. 
The reason why and the means by 
which the invasion was accomplished, 
however, are known to us only 
through the Bible. Moreover, the 
spiritual principle—favored obedience 
and punished disobedience — is illus- 
trated in actual fact by historic in- 
stances. 


If it were possible to prove, for ex- 
ample, that King Sennacherib reduced 
Jerusalem in the same ruthless fash- 
ion that swept its neighbors under the 
Assyrian yoke, despite the Biblical 
account to the contrary, there would 
be no point to the recorded promise 
of divine protection for a repentant 
king of Judah. Indeed, the whole 
story would be a hollow mockery and 
the testimony of the Bible generally 
would suffer irreparable d e. Sup- 
pose, as some historians would have 
us believe, a small bedraggled band 
of Hebrews escaped from i 
slavery, and, wandering into 
stumbled upon congenial relatives 
there and gradually built up the rela- 
tively insignificant and culturally in- 
ferior kingdom of Israel more or less 
by accident. What conceivable mean- 
ing could there be to the magnificent 
and oft-repeated theme: “I am the 
Lord your God who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 





ETEeRnity 








house of bondage . . . to set you in 
the land that I sware before to your 
fathers to give unto you?” 

If on the other hand, God did raise 
up the Chaldean monarch Nebuchad- 
nezzar to carry Judah into captivity 
in punishment for their sins; if in- 
deed He did raise up the Persian king 
Cyrus later to release the captives and 
allow them to return to their country 
and rebuild the Temple and Jerusalem 
as God had promised, then we have 
cogent and compelling evidence for 
the Biblical premise that God is inter- 
ested in and in control of the affairs 
of men. Moreover, we would be able 
to trace a coherent historic pattern 
from the Garden of Eden to the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane; a single consis- 
tent plan, disclosed through a grad- 
ually unfolding revelation, of divine 
grace seeking rebellious sinners and 
effecting reconciliation between God 
and man on the cross of Calvary 
where God the Son bore the just pun- 
ishment of God the Father for the 
sin of mankind. All history before 
and after this great event must be 
seen in relation to it in order to be 
properly understood. Consequently, 
the God of creation and Calvary is 
at the same time the God of history 
and of current events and we can de- 
tect evidence of His working even 
today in history, in prophecy, and in 
our daily lives. 

Opponents of the Bible have told 
us that, on scientific grounds, it sim- 
ply cannot be totally reliable; from 
within the Christian camp comes the 
declaration that, upon thorough exam- 
ination, it can be demonstrated that 
the Bible actually is not totally reli- 
able ; and more ard more in Christian 
circles everywhere today we hear the 
supposedly reassuring word that, af- 
ter all, it need not be totally—that is, 
historically—treliable. What shall we 
say to these things? Simply this; for 
all practical purposes the Bible must 
be in itself totally reliable if it is to 
speak with authority to human beings 
about eternal truth since they are not 
themselves capable of exercising crit- 
ical selection in this field. Further- 
more, if the Bible really is the Word 
of God it not only can be but, by that 
very token is totally reliable being the 
special revelation of God by God to 
mankind. Consequently, the sincere 
Christian believer can go to the Bible 
with perfect confidence knowing that 
it is “profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness : that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 
17). Tue Enp 
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ica, as well as witnessing to the Jewish people in Uruguay and Cuba. 

The urgent need at the present time is to engage full-time missionary- 
evangelists, to send New Testaments and Gospel literature, to continue 
helping suffering Christians with relief. Several new missionaries already 
left for Alaska and Europe. Others will be going as the Lord provides 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
General Director ‘ DR. PAUL W. ROOD, Chairman 
E, Chicage 47, ill. In Canada—14 Park Read, Terente, Ont. 


3 Dept. 
Sample copy of the Slavic Gospel News magazine will be sent free on request. 
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Sad, but true — Communism, atheism, 
and other non-Christian ideologies are 
working overtime in Latin America 
today, and winning thousands of con- 
verts. The all-important message of 
salvation must reach them before it is 
too late! 


Editorial Caribe —new and effective 
gospel ambassador to Latin America’s 
21 Spanish-speaking countries,—is pub- 
lishing large quantities of life-giving 
books and tracts to meet the need. 


Thoroughly dependable and evangeli- 
cal, from the beginning this ministry 
has enjoyed the enthusiastic backing of 
Moody Colportage, Gospel Light Press, 


American Tract Society, Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship and Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association. 


But now Editorial Caribe’s cramped 


equipment, more funds and, most 
important of all, more prayer partners. 


Editorial Caribe can provide the 
forceful, Bible-based ammunition 
needed for a more powerful missionary 
attack. If you would like a part in this 
thrilling and challenging ministry, 
write today for more information to: 


Publishers of Gospel Literature for Latin America 


c/o Dept. 


B, Latin America Mission Inc. 


161 Park Street, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 

















“One hundred thousand souls a day are passing one by one away 
in Christiess guilt and gloom” 


UNEVANGELIZED FIELDS MISSION INC. 


210 Missionaries — 350 Nationals evangelizing in 14 
languages. 


South America— West Indies — Belgian Congo — 
New Guinea. 
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35 stations — 400 outstations —- 1000 preaching 
points. 
Your interest and prayer fellowship invited. 






Information and literature from 
1150 No. 63rd St., Philadelphia 31, Pa., Rev. E. J. Pudney, Gen. we 


18 Howland Ave., Toronto 4, Canada, Rev. J. J. Stevenson, Assoc. Sec. 
Member Mission — I.F.M.A. 
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KING'S BUSINESS 









































. .. the best modern-English translation of the New Testament to come into my hands.” 
DR. WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN, Calvin Seminary 
ar in ipratinkts cone ee CHRISTIAN HERALD 
OR. HERBERT LOCKYER, The Christian Digest 
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} Tracts for Wide Free Distribution. 

i This is Your Opportunity to Share in 
This Ministry Today. 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from Page 15) 
November 17 
ABRAHAM TOOK THE RAM AND 
OFFERED HIM UP (22:13) 

God provides the substitute but we must 
comprehend our part in the work, and iden- 
tify ourselves with Him. We have seen that 
“it pleased the Lord to bruise” the Saviour; 
“He hath put Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10). 
The next clause in that great passage, how- 
ever, shows us how we must identify our- 
selves with that which the Father hath pro- 
vided and the Son has accepted and accom- 
plished. “When thou shalt make His soul 
an offering for sin, He shall see His seed.” 
Just as a mother sees her child coming out 
of the midst of her suffering in travail, so 
God. sees His children coming out of the 
travail of the cross. But we must see it too, 
and we must comprehend that it took 
nothing less than the soul of Christ, offered 
up in free sacrifice, to pay the price of our 
sin. That is what brings life in salvation. 
LORD, WE OFFER THE SOUL OF CHRIST 
TO THEE FOR OUR SIN. 

November 18 


IN THE STEAD OF HIS SON 
(22:13) 

There is direct -substitution. Isaac was 
offered, but the substitute must die. As 
Abraham was steadfast in his obedience, so 
the Heavenly Father was steadfast in His 
firm resolution. He presented Christ as the 
lamb slain from the foundation of the world 
(Rev. 13:8) and did not waver in that reso- 
lution through several thousand years, until 
the day came when He actually put his Son 
to death. And it was because He loved us 
and was preparing the way whereby we 
might become His beloved sons, joined to 
Himself even as His eternal beloved Son. 
The Heavenly Father put Christ to death 
instead of me even as Abraham put the ram 
to death instead of Isaac. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our-sins” (1 John 4:10). 

LORD, WE PLEAD CHRIST INSTEAD OF US. 
November 19 


ABRAHAM CALLED THE NAME 
OF THAT PLACE (22:14) 

There is scarcely a spot in Palestine that 
does not bear some geographical name that 
calls attention to the mercies of God. At the 
place of remarkable deliverance or of extra- 
ordinary blessing the children of God erected 
a memorial or gave a name to the place in 
order that posterity might recognize the 
goodness and grace of God. This is the first 
of a long series of such names. Afterwards 
will come Bethel, where Jacob saw the vision; 
Peniel, where he wrestled with the angel; 
Ebenezer, where Samuel commemorated the 
victory over the Philistines; Jehovah-nissi, 
where Moses remembered the total discom- 





1053 North Californie Ave., Chicago 22, lil. 





ETERNITY 















Amalekites; Jehovah-shalom, 


fiture of the 
where Gideon marked the visit of the Lord. 
Happy the man who can look over all the 
fields of grace and remember the places 
where God met with him. 

LORD, COMPASS ALL OUR GEOGRAPHY. 


November 20 
JEHOVAH-JIREH (22:14) 

Here God had provided a lamb in the 
place where Abraham had unwittingly pro- 
phesied that He would do so. Abraham 
named the place, “The Lord will provide.” 
It would be possible to take this text as a 
point of departure and turn the whole Bible 
to rest upon it as upon a sure foundation. 
Without any exaggeration a vast volume 
could be written that would flow out of 
this text as a spring of water out of the rock 
that has been struck for God's people. How 
many chapters could be written on the 
Lord's provision for His people during the 
desert wanderings. The meaning of the 
text is that the Lord will intervene for His 
people in the hour of their necessity. He 
loves to bring His people into the place of 
the darkest difficulty and of seeming impos- 
sibility in order that He may display His 
power and reveal His love in action for 
them. 

LORD, THOU THYSELF ART ALL OUR 
PROVISION. 

November 21 
IT IS SAID TO THIS DAY (22:14) 

The action of the Lord passed immediately 
into a proverb, and that proverb exists in 
multitudes of languages, even though it has 
been degraded in some. “The Lord will pro- 
vide,” is a proverb which God established in 
order to show all of His creatures that He 
is the same at all times for all His people, 
and that the fountain of His provision is 
centered in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What chapters have been added fo 
this text even in our day. I know that in 
my life the truth of the text has been 
demonstrated, and I am sure that the same 
is true for you who read this, even though 
you may have received His provision with- 
out grateful acknowledgement of the same. 
Nevertheless, He is the same yesterday, for- 
ever, and today! That is the truth which 


is true for all who read this, even though 
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Today of all times, we in America cannot afford to isolate the harvest of our 


blessings — material or spiritual. 


Across the seas are thousands of evangelical 


Christian workers, PASTORS INCLUDED, in dire need of financial aid if their 
service in the Lord is to bear the spiritual harvests so necessary for the advance 
of evangelical Christianity in other countries. The World Relief Commission has 
done wonderfully well with gifts of food and clothing. Your cash gifts will be 
received with real thanksgiving. These gifts will assure a continued strong witness 
in fields of Christian ministry where spiritual hunger is so great. 


This committee will act as your forwarding agent for the cash gifts you assign to 
less fortunate brethren abroad. Please send your checks and gifts to— 


COMMITTEE FOR FINANCIAL AID TO EVANGELICALS ABROAD 


308 South 17th Street 


Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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He established it upon the mount of provi- 
sion, sealing it with the blood of a sacrifice 
which He Himself provided. 

LORD, THOU ART THYSELF INDEED OUR 


LIFE TODAY. Meveaies-22 
IN THE MOUNT OF THE LORD 
(22:14) 


This, of course, is Calvary. There is no 
blessing from God that does not come to 
us by way of the cross. There is the foun- 
tain of all grace. What privilege did Abra- 
ham, or Noah, or Enoch, or Moses, or any 
of the children of God ever enjoy that is not 
for us today? Are we not in the covenant 
of grace through the work that was done 
upon the mountain? Does He not say, “I 
will be your God, and ye shall be My 
people?” (Lev. 26:12), and what promise is 
there in all the imagination of possible 
blessings that is not included in that binding 
obligation? God's covenant of grace is as 
much in force today as it ever has been at 
anv moment of history, and if we go to the 
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Are You in Need of a Season of 
Convalescence or Rest? 

“Rabbit Hill"—a small private home for 
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


“Few of the commentaries that have been written on this profound and mysterious 
book are as sound and as simple as this one.’’—-Moody Monthly. ‘“‘Recently it was my 
privilege to teach the book of Revelation, verse by verse, on the radio. In prepara- 
tion for this series of studies, reference was made to a great many commentaries, 
ancient and modern. I found none more helpful for the purpose desired in this con- 
nection, than Mr. Humberd’s commentary of which this present —, is the 
third.""—Wendell P. Loveless. 280 ee ‘$1.00, Cloth $1. 

“The Holy Spirit, " “Salvation, Security and Assurance,’’ ‘‘The "Virgin Bey .- “The 
Christian Home,”’’ “Inspiration of the Bible,’’ “‘Lessons From Jacob,’’ ‘““The Resurrec- 
tion Body,."" ‘‘The Lake of Fire,’’ ‘““The Last Judgment,”’ “Crowns for Christians,’ 

“The Dispensations,’’ ‘“The New Birth,” ‘‘Scattering The Seed, " “The New Jerusa- 
lem,” “Spiritual Blessings in Christ,” “Bible and Science,” “Plowing Corn to 
Preaching Christ.” 

All 18 for $4.25 


HUMBERD PRESS BOX E FLORA, IND. 





mount of the Lord we shall be blessed, for 
nothing can stop the blessing that flows from 
Calvary. 
LORD, KEEP US AT THE MOUNT OF 
BLESSING. 

November 23 
IT SHALL BE SEEN (22:14) 

It should be translated, “In the mount the 
Lord shall be seen.” The idea is that God 
will always intervene for His people in the 
hour of their need. He may not come at the 
time or in the way that our impatient minds 
may desire. In fact, He may wait till we are 
ready to cry like Zion of old, “The Lord 
hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath for- 
gotten me” (Isa. 49:14). But true faith 
knows that God has not forgotten to be 
gracious. His delays are carefully calculated 
to stir us up to greater desire for Him, as 
with the woman of Canaan (Mt. 15:22-28): 
and to bring us to more simple dependence 
upon Himself, (2 Cor. 1:8-10); and to give 
us a greater display of His powér and His 
grace, as when He permitted the death of 
Lazarus (John 11:6, 15, 40), and to teach 
us and those who see us, that it is best to 
wait for His time, as when the Psalmist had 
to wait to be brought out of the pit (Psa. 
40:1-3). 

LORD, GIVE US THE FAITH OF PATIENCE. 


November 24 
THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 
CALLED (22:15) 

To the one who has manifested trium- 
phant faith all the cohorts of Heaven will 
come to instruct, to bless and to manifest 
further the glories of God. The greatest 
trial that is ever recorded of any believer in 
the Bible (for who was ever called to sacri- 
fice his own son?) became the occasion of 
a wonderful revelation from the Lord. God 
speaks from Heaven to announce blessing 
upon the child of faith. The triumph of 
faith becomes the background of a proverb 
that insists upon the Lord's continuing faith- 
fulness for all His people. Thus all believers 
are taught, for all time, that the Lord will 
interpose for them in the hour of their neces- 
sity. His messenger speaks to confirm the 
promises and to bind God by a mighty oath 
to perform wonders on behalf of the trusting 
soul. 

LORD, BRING US TO THE PLACE WHERE 
THOU CANST SPEAK BLESSING TO US. 

November 25 
OUT OF HEAVEN THE SECOND 
TIME (22:15) 

The first time the angel spoke to arrest the 
sacrifice of Isaac. The second time the angel 
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WORLD'S LARGEST JEWISH FIELD 
a long-established Mission is facing new opportunities 

@ The TRACT DISTRIBUTION is having a er 
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messengers of salvation have gone forth in New 
York, with its two million Jews, and through our 
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LETTER. Write for a free copy of the booklet, “HOW TO POINT A JEW TO CHRIST”. 
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Commentary in the world. This 
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spoke to announce blessing upon blessing in 
unending flow because the Lord had been 
honored with magnificent faith. The action 
of Abraham was causing God to bear a won- 
derful testimony in his behalf. What testi- 
mony will God bear concerning you? You 
may think that God will not require you to 
offer up an only son, but indeed, there is the 
equivalent required of every believer: are we 
not directly commanded to “hate father and 
mother, and wife and children, and brethren 
and sisters, yea, and our own life also,” in 
comparison with Christ (Lk. 14:26). There 
is no difference between either persons or 
times; the same is true respecting all His 
followers, in every age and place. On no 
lower terms will any human being be 
acknowledged as a friend of Christ; nor will 
any child of man that is unwilling to comply 
with them find acceptance with Him in the 
day of judgment. If the angel is to speak in 
blessing the second time, we must die on the 
altar with Him. 

LORD, MAKE US WILLING TO DIE TO SELF. 


November 26 
BY MYSELF HAVE I SWORN 
(22:16) 
Is it possible that actions of man can make 
a profound effect on God? The answer is 
Yes. We know that the Holy Spirit can be 
grieved by us (Eph. 4:30), while good 
actions are said to be well pleasing in God's 
sight (1 Pet. 2:20). Abraham's action had 
a profound effect upon God and God took 
occasion to speak from Heaven, to renew 
His promise to Abraham, and, for his more 


abundant consolation, to confirm it with an 
oath. The New Testament enlarges upon 
this, saying that “because He could swear 
by no greater, He swear by Himself .. . 
wherein God, willing more abundantly to 
show unto the heirs of promise the im- 
mutability of His counsel, confirmed it by 
an oath: that by two immutable things . 
we might have a strong consolation” (Heb. 
6:13-18). This, God tells us, is an anchor 
for the hope of our souls, we being the 
heirs spoken of 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE 
STRENGTH OF THE PROMISE. 
November 27 
BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE 
THIS THING (22:16) 

There is nothing in man that can merit 
the grace of God; the promises of God are 
entirely free and result wholly from His 
sovereign grace. But in spite of this God 
does frequently manifest His love toward us 
in consequence of something that has been 
done by us. We must remember that Abra- 
ham had been an idolater and that God had 
appeared to him alone (Isa. 51:2), making 
these promises to him for the first time at 
Ur of the Chaldees. But now, because Abra- 
ham is recorded to have shown the most 
remarkable faith of any man in human his- 
tory, God takes the occasion to renew these 
same promises, and to bind Himself by an 
oath, swearing by Himself, in order that we 
who are to inherit these promises might 
have a stronger basis for our faith, How He 
bends to watch our actions! The faith of 
Abraham brings forth an amazing oath and 
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MORMONS ARE LOST 

Mormons or Latterday Saints so-called are lost. 
Help us with your prayers and gifts to reach 
over a million souls that are now in this satanic 


THE UTAH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
P.O. Box 1743 Phoenix, Arizona 
A Bureau of Information on Mormoniem for 

All Christians 








THE CHALLENGE OF ISLAM 
Today there are more than 500,000,000 


Mohammedans. 

Today there are few Moslems being 
reached for Christ. 

Today Mohammedanism continues to win 
many converts. 


How long will the Christian Church accept 
this shame with indifference? How long 
will you? 


If God speaks to your heart about this 
challenge, write us for information about 
the need for your support in this ministry. 
NORTH AFRICA MISSION 
523 Owen Road Wynnewood, Pa. 
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An action-packed story of a beautiful girl who exchanges the palace for 
a jungle hut. Follow this “orchid who walks" as she faces a skull shelf — 
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to the Heavenly Chief. An incredible yet authentic account of the dra- 
matic forces that led to revival on the Island of Formosa. 


Los Angeles 27, California 


Order from your favorite bookstore or from 


COWMAN PUBLICATIONS, 
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promise, while we shall in no wise lose our 
reward if we give even a cup of cold water 
in His name (Mt. 10:42). 
LORD, BE GRACIOUS TO MAKE UP WELL- 
PLEASING IN THY SIGHT. 

November 28 
IN BLESSING I WILL BLESS 
THEE (22:17) 

The key to this promise is the word 
“seed.” It is not speaking of the posterity 
of Abraham, but of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is specifically noted in the New Testa- 
ment, “And he saith not, and to seeds, as 
of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16). All of this 
multiplication of promise, then, refers to 
the Lord Jesus, and we can understand the 
infinite magnitude of it, only when we com- 
prehend that He is the source of our meas- 
ureless grace. Not only do these blessings 
belong to His earthly people through Him, 
but there is not anything that can contri- 
bute to our present or future joy which the 
Lord Jesus will not bestow upon His believ- 
ing people. We are adopted into the divine 
family, given peace in our consciences, holi- 
ness in our lives, and an eternity of glory in 
the Father's presence; and if there be any- 
thing lacking in this, we are told that we 
are blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
the Heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 
1:3). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT ALL 
THINGS ARE OURS IN CHRIST. 
November 29 
IN MULTIPLYING I WILL MUL- 
TIPLY THY SEED (22:17) 

Again this refers to Christ. It is He who 
is to be multiplied. Christ is even now being 
formed in us (Gal. 4:19). The multiplica- 


tion of Christ in believers is one of the most 
profound subjects in the Word of God. It 
means the exaltation of the believer to a 
position so close to the Godhead. that the 
angel host and the men of earth will find no 
more difference between us and the Lord 
Jesus than men would find between the king 
and the queen of a great empire. From our 
point of view we will always see Him in the 
place of boundless glory, and will worship 
Him completely, but the creation will see 
us as one in Him (John 17:21), and in such 
a manner that it will seem as though the 


Trinity had been enlarged to include us. - 


Thus will Christ be multiplied and we shall 
be His fullness. 
LORD, FORM CHRIST IN US. 

November 30 


_THY SEED AS THE STARS OF 


THE HEAVEN (22:17) 

The multiplication of Christ in individuals 
who came out of the loins of Abraham will 
be a stupendous thing. The church — that 
body of people called to Him between the 
day of Pentecost and His return at the 
second coming — will be with Him in glory. 
Just as the Lord Jesus was able to say, “He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father™ 
(John 14), so we will be able to say to 
any angel or inhabitant of earth, “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” We will have no life apart from 
His; our nature will be the divine nature 
(2 Pet. 1:4), and the tasks that we shall 
perform will be the very tasks that were once 
committed to Him by the Father (Rev. 
2:26, 27); and the glory that shall be ours 
will be nothing less than the divine glory 
of Christ (John 17:22). 

LORD, MAY CHRIST BE SEEN IN US NOW. 
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Gharch end Member BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 1. C. HERENDEEN SWENGEL (Union Co.), PA. 
Pastor. Address. 
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Weddings » * Csi for Rjoicing / 


> This is especially true when God is the Maker. You rejoiced with us at 
the announcement of the Lord's direct guidance in the uniting of Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania and Philadelphia School of the Bible. PHILA- 
DELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE's family is constantly becoming more con- 
scious of the joy of working together, and the practicability and enlarged 
possibilities of a uniting of prayer, efforts, experience and facilities. 


Weddings Call for Presents ! 


We are aware of the fact that those being united do not ask for wedding 
presents BUT they are welcomed and appreciated. Too many wedding 
presents are given without any forethought as to usefulness. Because it 
is the Lord's money which will constitute our wedding presents, we feel 
that you, as the Lord's servant, would want us to inform you of our needs 
so that you may pray and give intelligently. We need practical gifts — 


for it is necessary for us to spend over $101,000 for only the essential things that are needed to 
renovate our new home and set up housekeeping for our students. 


We urge YOU to look to the Lord as to the part He would have you take in this great ingathering 
of gifts. If you would like to use your money for something definite, consider a MEMORIAL to 
some loved one. We will be glad to offer suggestions. 


Write for our Building 
Fund Brochure, giving 
more detailed informa- 
tion as to expenditures, 
memorials, etc. 


Philadelphia 


B i ble Dr. ae Mierop 


Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 


Institute oom 


1800 ARCH STREET © PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. e@ DEPT. E 
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THE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning ot Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past twe years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 


New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 

r. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: ‘The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
one of these Bibles.” 





Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


1. Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


2. The Outline Studies of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
lical History with Contemporary Secular History. 

3. The Analysis of the Bible as a Whole. 

4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 

5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 

6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 

7. The Numerical and Chain Reference Systems. 

8. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters. 

9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments. 

10. The Topical Treasury. New Topics for Prayer Meet- 
ings, Men's Meetings, Women's ~ “rats Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young People’s Meetings 

11. Special Bible Readings f . _ ate devotions and pub- 
lic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 

13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 

14. Chart of the Messianic Stars. 

15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian Captivity. 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 

17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

an ~ Sng Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


wo. 9. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hevrew History, Courageous 

formers, etc., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 

21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 
topies, names and places. 

= Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 

24. Graph of the Prodigal Son. 

25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 

26. The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 

27. Pictorial! Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 

28. a Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 

one’s Bible 

29. Concordance. 

30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 
ing places. 

Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 

31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bible. 

32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


i to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
ie, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbeliet, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, ete. 

Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
deal Life, The Surrendered Life, ete 

34. Bible Stories for Children. wi ‘list of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bibleitself. 

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 
§n Chronological Order. 

36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 

39. A List of the Pr ts of the Bible. 

; 40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 


ical Order. 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of th< Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where events are given. 

48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well-known paintings. 

hart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


John. 

51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of the Early Church. 

52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Ful" Iiment, 
— Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in ful 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Ry = Historical Points. 

Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Santen jem. 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul. and the Journeys of the Chikiren 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE CO. 


DEPT. E-3411 


K. OF P. 
INDIANAPOLIS, 


BLDG. 
INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


AgentsWanted 





8. B. KTP BRIDE BIBLE Co., 
Dept. E-3411 K. of P. Biug. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


(C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


[J Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name... 





Address 
City 











